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ACCOUNT 

OF 

THE LIFE AND WRITINGS 
DR JOHN JORTIN, 



JOHN JORTIN was born in the parish of St Giles 
in the Fields, in the County of Middlesex, October 23p 
1698. His father, R(enatus Jortin, was a native of 
Bretagne, in France :, He came into England when 
a young man, along ^ith his father and other 
friends, about the year 1685, when the Protestants 
fled from France on account of tfcie revocation of the 
edict of Nantz. Soon after his settlement in this 
country, he n^arried Martha, the daughter of the Rev. 
Paniel Roger? of Haversham^ in Buckinghamshire. 

Mr Renatus Jortin was appointed one of the gen- 
tlemen of the privy-chamber to King William, in the 
year I69I ; and was afterwards successively secretary 
to Admiral Edward Russell, Sir George Rooke, and 
Sir Cloudesley Shovel ; with the hst of whom he pe- 
ri ^hed, 
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rislied, when his ship struck upon the rocks off Scilly, 
October 22. 1707. 

After this melancholy event, Mrs Jortin removed 
into the neighbourhood of the Charter-house, to ac- 
commodate the education of her son, who was now 
nine years of age. He learned French at home, and 
spoke it well : At the age of fifteen he had completed 
bis education at school, after which he perfected hinn 
self at home in writing and arithmetic. 

On the 16th of May 1715, he was admitted pen^ 
sioner of Jesus College in Cambridge, He early disi. 
covered his progress in classical learning, for wliich 
he was afterwards so much distinguished. At the re- 
commendation of his tutor, DrThirlby, he was engag- 
ed, while yet an undergraduate, to translate some of 
Eustathius*8 notes on Homer for Mr Pope ♦. In Ja^ 

nuary 

• Mr Jortin, in his own account of this engagement, 
nmong other things, mentions that he inserted in his papers, 
some remarks on a passage, where he thought Mr Pope had 
made a mistake. ** When that part of Homer (says he) 
«* came out, in which I had been concerned, I was eager, as 
'* it may be supposed, to see how things stood ; and much 
^ pleased to find that he had not only used almost all my 
** notes, but had hardly made any alteration on the expres* 
^ sions. I observed also, that in a subsequent edition, he 
f' corrected the place, to which I had made objections." 

** I was in some hopes Jn those days (for I was young) that 
^ Mr Pope would make inquiry about his coadjutQr^ and take 

*• some 
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WRITINGS OF DR JORTIK. XIX 

nuary 1719, he wa$ admitted Bachelor of Arts, and in 
October 172 It wa^ elected Fellow of Jesus College : 
He soon afber took the degree of Master of Arts. la 
the two following years he acted as moderator at the 
disputations and as taxor. 

It was in the course of the year 17 22 that Mr Jortin 
published a few Latin poems, entitled, ^^ Lusus Poe- 
tici :" they were well received, and have been dif- 
ferent tunes printed. 

He was ordained deacon by Dr Kennet, bishop of 
Peterborough, Sept. 22. 1723. and received priest's 
orders from Dr Green, bishop of Ely, June 24. 1724. 
and on tlie 20th of January 1727» he was presented 
by the Master and Fellows of Jesus College, to the 
vicarage of Swavesey, near Cambridge. 

In the year 1728, Mr Jortin married Ann*, daugh- 
ter of Mr Chibnall of Newport- Pagnell, in Bucking- 
hamsliire. About tliree 'years after this, he resigned 
his vicarage of Swavesey, and settled in London, where 
he became reader and preaclier at a Chapel in New- 
Street, belonging to the j>arish of St Giles in the" 
Fields. 

On 

^' some civil notice of him. But be did not ; and I had no 
^ notion of obtruding myself upon him. I never saw his face. 
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On his removal to London he published ** Four Ser- 
*' mons on the Truth of the Cliristian Religion." The 
substance of these he afterwards incorporated with his 
^* Remarks on Ecclesiastical History," and other 
works. 

In the years 1731 and 1732, Mr Jortin, in con- 
junction wiUll some literary friends, published ** Mis-r 
** ccllaneous Observations upon Authors, Ancient and 
^' Modern," in a series of numbers, making together 
two volumes octavo. This critical work was trans- 
lated into Latin, and printed at Amsterdam, and it 
was continued by the learned Burman and others, un* 
der the title of* Miscellanese observationes criticae in 
♦' auctores veteres et recentiores; ab eruditis Britannis 
^* inchoatap, et nunc a doctis viris in Belgis et aliis 
t' regionibus continuata?." 

In 1734, he continued his critical disquisitions, and 
published " Remarks on Spencer's Poems; on Mii- 
^' ton ; and on Seneca;" which were afterwards re- 
printed in a collection of his writings, intitled," Tracts, 
^* philological, critical, and miscellaneous." Hiscrir 
ticisms on the two English poets have received the 
praise of Bishop Newton and Mr Warton. 

Mr Jortin was, in 1737, presented by the Earl of 

Winchester 
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Winchester to the vicarage of Eastwell in Kent, worth 
about one hundred and twenty pounds a-year ; but 
findinc: that the air of the place did not agree with his 
heallh, he soon resigned it, and returned to London. 
He continued to preach at the Chapel in New-Street 
until he was appointed by his friend Dr Zachary 
Pearce, then Rector of St Martin's in the Fields, after-p 
noon preacher at a Chapel of Ease belonging to that 
paribh, in Oxenden Street. 

In the year 1746, he published his *' Discourses 
concerning the Truth of the Christian Religion/' 
which included the substance of tlie sermons befora 
mentioned, and have gone through several editions. 
The subjects of these discourses are, the prejudices of 
the Jews and Gentiles ; the propagation of the gos* 
pel ; tlie kingdom of Christ; the fitness of the time 
when Christ came into the world ; tlie testimony of 
John the Baptist ; the truth, importance, and author 
rity of the Scriptures of the New Testament ; and 
the gospel considered as it is grace and truth, 

Dr Zachary Pearce being appointed to the see of 
Bangor, Mr Joriin, at Dr Pearce's request, preach- 
ed the consecration sermon in the parish church of 
Kensington on February 21. 1747t which was after- 
wards published. On the recommendation of Arch- 
bishop 
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bishop Herring, and Bishop Sherlock, he was appoint^ 
ed, by the Earl of Burlington, oh the 26th of Decem- 
ber, 1749, preacher of the Lecture founded by Mr 
Boyle ; an appointment honourable from the nature 
of the institution, and from the distinguished charac- 
ters of the clergy who had preceded him in the dis- 
charge of the duties of it. 

Instead of publishing the discourses delivered at 
this Lecture, as had hitherto been the custom, Mr Jor- 
tin judiciously resolved to throw the substance of 
them into the form of dissertation. He foresaw that^ 
copious as the subject was, a succession of liands 
would exhaust it, and unavoidably occasion a repeti- 
tion of the same thoughts in a diversified method and 
style. Such was the origin of his most celebrated 
work, ** Remarks on Ecclesiastical History;^' the 
first volume of which appeared early in the year 
17^1. 

The same year he received from Archbishop Her- 
ring, the rectoiy of St Dunstan in the East, London, 
worth two hundred pounds a-year ; " A favour (says 
•' he) valuable in itself, but made doubly so by the 
" giver, by the manner, by being conferred upon one 
^ who had received few obligations of this kind, and 

**by 
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**^ by settling him among those whom he had great 
** reason to love and to esteem,^* 

The second volume of " Remarks on Ecclesiastical 
History'* made its appearance in the Spring of 1752. 
Mr Jortin dedicated it to his patron, Archbishop Her- 
ring, in the language not of " modern politeness, but 
** of ancient simplicity." In excuse for not giving a 
laboured display of the good qualities of his benefac- 
tor, he tells him, with true classic purity, that it was 
a custom among the ancients, not to sacrifice to heroes 
till qfier sun-sei^ That this was not a mere happy 
thought or bare compliment, he demonstrated after 
tlie Archbishop's decease *. 

Jortin, amidst his learned labours, used to unbend 
his mind; by listening to the charms of music. He 
was even himself a performer upon the harpsichord. 
But he not only considered it as an amusement and 
relaxation, but attended to it as a. science, as ap- 
pears from his elegant and ingenious " Letter con- 
♦* cerning the Music of the Ancients." 

But he did not suffer these inferior studies to divert 
him from the greiter work in which he had engaged. 
Accordingly the third volume of his ** Remarks on 
^clesiastical History" was published in 1754, 

It 

• See his Life of Erasmus, Vol, I. p. 42* 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



xxiy AceouKT of the life and 

It was ill the year l7o5y that Mr Jortin received 
from his patron, the Archbisliop, the degree of Doctor 
in Divinity. In the same year, he published his^ 
^* Six Dissertations on Different Subjects.*- They 
are theological, moral, and historical ;. and treat on 
the doctrines of divine assistance and human liberty ; 
on the controversies concerning predestination and 
grace ; on the duty of judging candidly of others, 
and of human nature; on the love of praise and rcr 
putation ; on the history and character of Balaam ; 
and on the state of the dead, as described by Homer 
^nd Virgil ; in which last he gives scope to his talents 
and fondness for philology and classical learning. 

Dr Jortin published the first volume of his ** Life 
*' of Erasmus,'* in quarto, in the year 17^58 ; and by 
the publication of the second volume in 1760, he 
completed a work, which from the subject of it, 
** extended (says Dr Knpx) his reputation beyond 
*' the limits of his natiye country, and established his 
*' literai'y character in the remotest universities of 
" Europe/* T^ie celebrated Lc Clerp who was con- 
cerned in publishing an edition of Erasmuses works at 
Ley den, had drawn up his life in French, and insert- 
ed it in his BiUiolheque Choisie. Dr Jortin, who 
found Le Clerc's way of thinking and judging for 
the most part correspondent with liis own, informs us 

that 
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that he took this Life as liis ground-work. At the 
same time he made large additions in every part of 
the work, especially where Le Clerc began to grow 
remiss « 

In the year 176y^ Di^ Jortin was appointed chap- 
lain to Dr Osbaldiston, now promoted to the see of 
London, and was also collated by his Lordship to the 
prebend of Harleston, in the cathedral qhurch of St 
Paul's. Within the same year the Bishop gave him 
the vicarage of Kensington, worth about L,.300 
a-year ; soon after which he quitted his house in Hat- 
ton*garden, and went to reside there. Bishop Osbal- 
diston gave a still farther proof, about a month before 
his death, of his determination to patronize our au- 
thor, by appointing him Archdeacon of London in 
April 1764 ; and it has been generally said, that the 
Bishop had offered him the Rectory of St James's, 
Westminster ; but that he chose to reside at Kensing- 
ton as a situation better adapted to his advanced 
age. 

Our author testified his ze«il for the Reformation, by 
contributing " Some remarks'' to Dr Neve, who was 
employed in writing an answer to Phillips's " His- 
" tory of the Life of Reginald Pole," a laboured, 

plaiisibiti 
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plausible insult both upon the civil and ecclesiastical 
liberties of this country, and " undertaken^ (says Dr 
*' Jortin) to recommend to us the very scura and 
** dregs of popery ; and to vilify and calumniate the 
*' Reformation and the reformers, in a bigotted, dis- 
** ingenuous and superficial performance/* 

In 1767» he re-published the three Volumes of his 
** Remarks on Eccleriastical History,** in two vo- 
lumes, reducing not the matter, but the size of the 
type. 

On the 27th of August, 1770, Dr Jortin was seized 
with a disorder in his breast and lungs. Notwith- 
standing all medical assistance his trouble continued 
to increase ; and without suffering much pain in the 
course of his illness, or his mental faculties being in 
the smallest degree impaired, he died on the 5th of 
Septemljer^ in the 72d year of his age. The last 
words which he uttered, were to a female attendant 
who offered him some nourishment, a very short time 
before his departure, to whom he said, with much 
composure, ^^ No/ I have enough of every thing 4^* 

He left the following direction in writing for his 
funeral : " Bury me in a private manner by day- 
*^ light, at Kensington, in the church, or rather in the 

*' new 
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** new church-yard, and lay a flat stone over the 
•* grave. Let the inscription be only tliis : . 

Joannes Jortin 

mortalis bsse desiit 

Anno Saiuiis [mdcclxx. ] 

iETATlS [lXXII.] 

Dr Jortin left a widow (who died June 24. 1778, 
and was buried in the same grave) and two children, 
Roger Jortin, Esq. of the Exchequer Office, Lincoln's 
Inn, and Martha, married to the Rev. Samuel Darby, 
formerly Fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge, and 
now Rector of Whatfield, near Hadleigh, Suffolk. 

It now only remains to take notice of the posthu- 
mous works of Dr Jortin. In 1771, and 1772, his 
Sermons and Charges were published to the extent of 
seven volumes. It is said that he intended them for 
publication. To a friend whd once asked him, '' Why 
** he did not publish his Sermons ?'' he said, •* They 
" shall sleep, 'till I sleep.** 

A continuation of his ** Remarks on Ecclesiastical 
History'* was published in 1773, in two additional 
volumes ; which make the third and fourth volumes, 
according to the second edition of the former part of 

the 
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the work published in 1767, but the fourth and fifth 
according to the first edition. 

So late as 1790, there appeared in two volumes, 
*' Tracts^ philological, critical, and miscellaneous (by 
** Dr Jortin) consisting of pieces many before pub- 
** lished separately, several annexed to the works of 
'' learned friends^ and others, now first printed from 
" the author^s manuscripts/' We have already no- 
ticed the greater part of those which were formerly 
printed. The principal additions consist of illustra- 
tions of diflferent passages in the Old and New Testa- 
ments ; and strictures on the articles, subscriptions, 
and tests. 
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WHAT is here offered to tlie public is not a re- 
gular treatise, b^it only a collection of detach- 
ed Remarks on Ecclesiastical History and ancient 
writers, in which the orcVev of time is neitlicr strictly 
observed, nor greatly negiccted, and no anxious accu- 
racy is bestowed upon tlrc dates of years. This is a 
necessary premonition to the reader, who else would 
«eek what he will not find. 

Yet was it designed, slight aild imperfect as it is,- 
for the service of Tmikt by one who would be glad to 
attend and grace her triumphs ; as her soldier, if he has 
had the honour to serve successfully under her banner ; 
or as a captive tied to her chariot wheels, if he has, 
though undesignedly, committed any offence against 
her. 

Greater undertakings on these subjects ai-c a task fit 
for those who are blessed with conveniences, spirits, 
and abilities, and a task sufficient to exercise all tJicir 
talents ; for Ecclesiastical History is a sort of enchant- 
ed land, where it is hard to distinguish truth from 
ialsc appearances^ and a maze which requires more 
than Ariadne^s clue^ 

Whilst exalted geniusesdiscern with a kind of intui- 
tive knowledge, they who have less penetration may 
be permitted now and tlicn, where reason and rcligion 

A 9 are 
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are not injured by it, to pause and doubt. Not that 
doubting is desirable and pleasant ; but it is rather 
better than affirming strongly upon sleader proofs, or 
taking opinions upon trust. 

And yet there are instances in ecclesiastical antir 
quities, of spurious authors, forged records, and frivon 
lous reports, where hesitation at this time of day would 
be improper, and where a man is not to remain for e- 
ver in susj^nse, and to hear what every patron has to 
say, who starts up, and pleads the exploded cause of 
liis ragged clients. 

The intention of this work is to produce such evi- 
dence as may support and confirm the truth of Clu"is- 
tianity, and shew that the providence qf God has ap- 
peared in its establishment and in its preservation ; — to 
avoid peremptory decisions on some lately controvert- 
ed questions, and seek out a way between the extremes; 
—not to pronounce those things false which may per- 
haps be true, nor those things certain which are only 
probable, nor those things probable which are am- 
biguous ; — and to try the experiment, whether, by 
this method, a reader may not be gently led to 
grant all that is required of him, and rather more 
than less ; — ^to set before men some of the virtues, 
^ well as tailings, of the ancient Christians, whence 
they may draw practical inferences ; — to excite in 
their hearts a love for Christianity, that best gift of 
Heaven to mankind, and a respect, though not a su- 
perstitious veneration, for those good men, who, if they 
could not dispute for it altogether so well as the pre- 
sent generation, yet, which is more, could die for it ; — 
to reject those trifles which persons of greater zeal than 
discernment would obtrude upon the world as golden 
reliques of primitive Christianity ; — and to add several 

thingsi 
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l^iAgs of a miscellaneous and philological kind, which 
■will serve^ at leasts to diversify the subject. Such is 
the intention of the work : may it atone for its de- 
fects. 

Tliere is some comfort arising from a candid obser- 
vation of the younger Pliny ; Historia quoquo modo 
scripia de^ectat. A homely collection of remarkable 
transactions and revolutions has ever something to re- 
commend it to favour : and if this be true of history, 
it is likewise true of thoughts and observations on his- 
tory, if they be not quite impertinent. They who re- 
present it as a perfect loss of time to peruse such au- 
thors as the Historios Augustce scriptores (though they 
are illustrated by excellent commentators) and the 
Byzantine writers^ have a taste too polite and fastidi- 
ous ; since, where better historians are not to be had, 
those of an inferior class must supply their place, and 
become necessary and valuable on many accounts. A 
French writer is on our side, who says. Tout livre est 
bon ; Ex>ery book is, good: for thus he translates the La- 
tin title of a treatise of Philo Judaeus, Omnis bonus li^ 
her est; Every good man is a free man. It was well 
for him that he did not live within the reach of the In- 
quisition, which might have taken this as a reflexion 
on the Index Expurgatorius. 

.The author would willingly escape the dislike of 
same of those persons with whom perhaps he will be 
found not entirely to agree. He and they are enga- 
ged in tlie same common cause, and he hopes that, 
for tlie sake of many remarks contained in this work, 
they will excuse the rest ; as on his side, a diversity 
of sentiments, in some points, lessens not the regard 
and value which he has for them, and which they so 
justly deserve* In one respect he pretends to be ex- 

A 3 tremely 
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treniely like Joscpli Mede. / have a conceit^ says tfiat 
excellent pereon, thai some opinions are in some sortjk^ 
tai to some men^ and therefore I can with mnch patience 
endure a man to be contranj'mlnded^ and harce no incH' 
nation to contend with him.^-^There is more goes to per" 
suasion than reasons and demonstrations^ and that is not 
in my power, --^There Are few men living who are iess 
troubled to see others differ Ji^om them in opinion than I 
am ; whether it be a virtue or a vice^ I know not. 

One of the noblest uses which can be made of Chris- 
t4an antiquities would be to learn wisdom, and union, 
and moderation, from the faults, indiscretions, and. 
follies, and from the prudence, charity, and piety of 
our predecessors ; to observe carefully what was good, 
and what was blameable in remoter ages, and thence 
to improve ourselves, as we are a Christian nation, by 
removing the blemishes and defects, from which' per* 
haps we are not free, and by adopting every thing 
commendable which we may have neglected, 

A Christian society, fomicd upon such a plan, 
would not altogether answer the fair and bright idea 
which the imagination represents, because perfection 
dwells not here below, and some bad materials must 
of necessity enter into the structure ; but it would be 
more than a faint copy and image of that church, 
which the beloved disciple had the pleasure to see 
coming down from God out of heaven^ prepared as abride 
adorned for her husband^ zcko had no need of the sun^ nei- 
ther of the fnoon to shine in it^for the glory of God did 
lighten it^ and the Lamb zvas the light thereof Rev. xxi. 

For this excellent end and purpose, the divine Pro- 
vidence seems to have preserved ecclesiastical records, 
and has commanded devouring time to respect them, 
that posterity might receive instruction from those ve- 
nerable 
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iMraU^ At^ sitdht MoDltoi^, arid not want ekampl^s to 
^un and to follow. 

ChHt^tianity reduced to itd J>riticipl*s, is more plaiii 
and stinple than is commonly iii^agined^ and is cdltriiN 
lated fbr general utility. 

When the first tcachew of the go^U the apostle* 
^fJesMf, died, their authority, in a gi'e^t measure, died 
with them, and devolved not updtl their dis^iple^-^ 
but it still lives in tfceir writitigs. 

ChfisttaAity, though so iriudi of it ever sutbdidted 
as to dittlnguish it advaiitiag^usly ftoto Piganlaiitii 
Judiiism, Mahommedi^m, DeiiMi^ vuri^ considerably^ 
and adopted Several disagriiiing ndtl-essentials, ac*' 
coding to the times and the people who etitertained 
it. 

A clear and unpoWtited fountain, fed by secret 
channels with the dew of heaVen, when it groWs a largd 
river, and takes a long ai^ winding course^ receives 
a tincture from tJie various soils through which it 



When Christianity became a bulky system, oiiemay 
trace in it the genius of the loqitacious and ever-^ 
wrangling Greeks ; of the entliusia^tie Afticahs, whos6 
hnaginafion was sublimed by the heat of the sun: ; of 
tfte supei^itious Egyptians^ whose ftrtile soil, and 
warm climate produced monks and hefmit^ swarniiilg 
like inimah sprung from the impregnated mud of tiie 
Nile ; and of the ambitious and political Romans, whrt 
were resolved to rule over the worfd in one, shape or 
other. To' this we may add the Jewish zeal fbr trifles, 
arising from a contiacted illittefal mmd ; rfie learned 
subtilty Of the GetitMe pliilosophers ; and the pomp 
and ceremony of Paganism, 

As 
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As soon as Christian societies begair, debates be-- 
gan ; and as soon as Christianity was by law establish-* 
ed, debates grew more violent; It is not in the wit, 
or in the power of man, or rather, it is an impossibili- 
ty, to prevent diversity of opinions, since this is the 
jimavoidabte result of human imperfection, and human 
liberty, and is not to be removed, unless we had more 
light, or less agency. • . 

It is related of a grave Roman .magistrate, that^ 
when he came to Greece as-PnxjonsuI, he assembled 
together thc; piiilosopliers at Adien«i the head^qnarters 
of wit and logic, and told them that he was much con* 
cerned at their dissensions, and advised them to^ agree 
at last in theii* .ppinions, and offered them his authori-^ 
ty and assistance to re-unite and reconcile them ; up- 
on which th^yaH agreed in laughing at him for his 
pains. Cicero Do Leg. i. 20. 

Councils after councils convened to settle the differ- 
ences amongjst Chvrstians ; and sometimes tliey met 
so frequently, tliat they might be called Quaf^ter-Ses^ 
smis, as well as Councils. But Gregory Nazianzen, a 
man of learning, a Christian, a bishop, and a father of 
the church, has told us, that, for his part, he chose to 
avoid all such assemblies, because he never saw any 
tliat had good success, and that did not rather encreasc 
than lessen dissensions and quarrels, Episi. Iv. and in 
many other places, where he repeats the same com- 
plaints in verse and in prose. 

The Christians had never agi'eed concerning the 
time of keeping Easter ; but when Victor was bishop 
of Rome, about A. D. 196, the contest grew warm, 
and Victor excommunicated, or j^j^teapted to excom- 
municate, the Asiatic churches, which would not com- 
ply with his infallibility, fof which Irenajus reproved 

him, 
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lum, as he well deserved. Thus the domineering spi- 
rit began to exert itself betimes. The Council of Niccf 
afterwards settled the afiair, and then the few Quar** 
tadecimans who stood out were called heretics, accor- 
ding to the custom of calling every thing heresy that 
offends the majority. But they must have been a 
stubborn and refractory set of people, to wmngle on 
about such a trifle, and not to yield to the far greater 
number in a thing of no consequence to faith or mor- 
als. They should have agreed to break the egg at the 
same end with their neighbours. If the upper side, 
has been sometimes imperious and over-ruling, the 
lower has been as perverse and unpersuasible. 

When the fathers assembled at Ephesus, and, head- 
ed by Cyril of Alexandria, had decreed that Nestori- 
us should be deposed, and that the Virgin-mother of 
our Saviour ^ould be c;^led Mother ofGady the peo- 
ple of Ephesus, who had been in miserable fears, and 
aii:deties, with transpoits of joy embraced the knees, 
and kissed the hands of the bishops ; a people, as we 
may suppose, warm and sprightly, and very much in 
earnest. Their pagan ancestors had signalized them- 
selves by their zeal for Diana. 

If General Councils have dogmatically decreed 
strange things, little, national, protestant synods have 
often acted in a manner full as arbitrary. One that 
was held in France, A. D. 16 12, offended at something 
that Piscator had taught conctrmng jHsii^cation^ com- 
pelled all who should gq into orders to lake this oath : 
/ receive and approve all that is contained in the ConfeS'^ 
sion of faith of the reformed churches of this nation^ ami 
promise to persevere therein to my lifers end^ and never 
to believe or teach any thing not conformable to it : and 
because some lutve contested about tlie sense of the eigh^ 

teenth 
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ieeniA artkh^ wlihh is ^moernmgjust^c^ion^ t dedtire 
amiproiesgi before G^dy that I understand it aecording to^ 
the seme received in ouf ckufcAes^ ^tppr&ved by fkJiti^naf 
synods^ etnd conformtd^te to $he W)rd of ijrcd^ »kkk i^^ 
dud our Saciout xias obedient to the morai tind derern^ 
niaJ Ukw^ not onlyfo^ mt good^ but in our st^ad, that alt 
the obedience vf^Aich fke paid to the lea» i» hnpteted ta us'y 
and that our Justification eonsisiSj not only in ilie rennssion 
^sinSf but also in the imputation of his active righteous^ 
nessr^And I promise never to depm'tjrom the doctrine 
teemed in our churches^'' and to submit to the regulations 
(^national synods on this subject. Sy nodes Natronaux, 
&c. par Aymon. Tliese men woold no more liave 
parted with an inch of tlieir theological system, than 
the Mnscovites once wouW with an inch of then: 
beards. 

Here follows anotlier decree, nid(fe in France A. D. 
V630, 

/ swear and promise before €hd^ and this holy assem* 
bly^ thai I receive^ approve^ and embrace alt the doctrine 
taught and decided by the national synod of Dort — I 
s^cear and promise that I Till persevere in it all my life' 
long^ and dejendit mth all my poxscer^ and neoer depart 
from it in my sermons^ coWege-lectitres^ writings j or con- 
versation, or in any othet*^ manner, public orprivafe. I 
declare a/so and protest^ that I reject and condemn the" 
doctrine of the Arminiam, because S^. — So help me God, 
as I swear all this without eqidrcocation or mental reser- 
vation. 

They sliouW have thus prefaced the ordinance : It 
seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us, to lay upon you 
nogf^eater burden^ than tliese necessary things "xhichfol- 
loir, See* 

to 
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To compel any one to swear that he will never al^* 
ttf Ym opinions abont controversial divinity, is agiie-* 
vous imposition, it might hare made some unstable 
men go over to Popery out of resentment, and say, If 
I nmsi surren^ bodif^ son/, sense^ and understand-' 
mg^ the ehurch of Rome sfutH have tkem^ and not you. 
Thus, 

IMaoas intra mnros-peccaitrr et extra : 
whilst Christianity Hushes and grieves that she can 
say so little in behalf of her chUdren • 

I pass over the synod of Dort, in which the prevail- 
ing party oppressed, as they often do, the wise and 
the leame<l, and entailed an irrational and nncharita- 
Wc system on their posterity. 

It is said that Pope Innocent the tenth, (I tliink) 
when the Jansenian controversy was so warmly agi- 
tated, told his learned librarian Lucas Holsteniu??, that 
he was very uneasy about it, and unwilling to decide 
it, because it was a point which \rt understood not, and 
fcad never studied*. Holstenitts repHed, that it seem- 
ed not necessary for his Hoiiness, at that time of life, 
to begin to study it, and maich less to decide it, since 
it was aa intricate subject, which had divided^ not on- 
ly the Christian world, but tlic greatest pliilosophers 
of antiquity ; tiiat if the- contending parties were left 
to themselves after ihey had reasoned, and railetl, and 
wrangled, an<l decfeiimed, and preached, and written 
against one another, and easeil themselves that way, 
they would at last sit down and be quiet for verj' wea- 
riness-, or for want of hearers and readers : which ad- 
vice seemed not at all amiss to the Pope^ and was fa- 
vourably received, but not followed. 

Postellus was a scholar and a fonatic, two things 
that are seldom found together. Latin and Greek 

helped 
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heli^ecl to damage his head, and Hebrew quite overset 
him. He gave into cabalistic interpretations of the 
Old Testament, and believed in the revelations of some 
Sibyl, some daughter of Esdras, who prophesied in his 
days, and was one of those who want to let in new 
light upon the church, whilst they want more to have 
tlie light shut out, and the flaws and crevices patched 
and stopped in the vVtff or, in the upper chamber at 
home. The poor man was accused of heresy ; upon- 
which he entered boldly into the hon's den, surren- 
dered himself a prisoner to the Inquisitors at Venice, 
offering to take his trial, and to demonstrate his inno- 
cence ; and thus gave an additional proof of his dis- 
order, whilst, with the adventurous lover in the fable, 

T^emrias etiam fauces^ alia ostia Ditis^ 

Et caKgantem nigra Jbrmidine lucum 

Ingressus, Manesque adiit, Regemque iremendum^ ■ 

Nesdaqae humams precibus mansuescere corda. 
Postellus, like Oi-pheus, found favour in the sight of 
the Infernal Powers : They behaved themselves, who 
would believe it ! as Philosophers and Christians upon 
the occasion, and did him justice; for after a fair hear- 
ing, they passed sentence on him, declaring that he 
was not a heretic^ but only mad; Po^tellum non esse 
hasreticum^ sediantum amentem. Lettres deSimon, i. 23.. 
If the Inquisitors would act thus, it would be better 
for their prisoners in this world, and for themselves in 
the next. It will then be found a poor excuse for their 
cruelty, that it helped to fill the church with nominal 
catholics, and to keep up an unity of exoteric feith in 
tlie bond of ignorance, fear, and hypocrisy. 

Men will compel others, not to think with them, for 
that is impossible, but to say they do ; upon which 
they obtain full leave, not to think or reason at all, and 

this 
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this is called uniiif; which is somewhat like the beha- 
viour of the Romans, as it is described by a brave 
countryman of oui-s in Tacitus,— f/i/ solitudinemyi- 
duni^ pacem appellant. 

Disputing enflames fiery zeal, and men bestow blows 
upon their antagonists, especially when arguments fall 
rfiort, Invalidum ursis caputs vis maxima in brackiis et 
in lumhis^ says Soiinus. If their hands arc tied, they 
bestow a plentiful eflfusion of curses, and denounce di- 
vine judgments ; but if they are at full liberty, they 
bestow both : and then cruelty is called charity, cha- 
rity to the soul, and this same charity, as it is of a 
fruitful and diffusive nature, produces anathemas, in- 
formations, calumnies, banishments, imprisonments, 
confiscations, inquisitions, and so forth. 

Tillemont, speaking of the scandalous pereecution 
in the reign of Constantius, when t\i^ Arians oppre&s- 
ed the Consuistaniialisfs, and warmed with his subject, 
breaks out into these reflections, — Conciction and per- 
suasion cannot be btvught about by the impetious menaces 
of' princes; nor is there anf/ room left for the exercise of 
reason^ when a refusal to submit brings on banishment and 
death. — Such doctrines proceed fvm the invention of' meny 
not from the Spirit of God^ who forces and compels no 
onejagainst his will. His obseivations are just : you 
can no more subdue the understanding with blows, 
than beat down a castle with syllogisms, A lucid ray 
shot through tlie soul of this superetitious, though else 
X valuable writer, as a flash of lightning in a dark night. 
There is indeed between the human understanding 
and truth a natural and eternal alliance, which is sus- 
pended and disordered by ignorance, passion, bigotry, 
prejudice and selfishness, but can never be totally 
broken. When a man suffers, and sees his fricncls sut-. 

fer 
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fer for conscience sake, lie perceives the beauty of the 
sacred rule, Whatsoever ye zpould ihtU others should ah 
unto ifQHy do ye even so mmto them : but when the ortho>> 
dox persecute the heterodox, tins pious author winks 
hard, and can see no great harm in it. No more could 
Augustine, wlicn, upon second thoughts, but not the 
wisest, he contended for tlie doctrine of |>ersecution, 
in some letters, which Bayle has taken to pieces very 
liandsomely in his Philosoptucal Comjnentary ; liappy 
if he had aJways so exeicised his abilities, and had left 
his Mamchceans to shift for themselves ! Sarah, says 
Augustine, and Hagar, are types of the Catholic church 
and of the Heretics, When Hagar offends her mis- 
ti-ess, this is downright rebellion : when Sarah beats 
Hagar, this is due correction. So is it with the spiri- 
tual and the ungodly ; they are always at variance, 
always buffeting and bruising each other, but the ba- 
stinadoes of the righteous are sanctified by the good 
intentimi, and by the salutary effects. 

Socrates, the historian, like an honest man, censiu^s 
Theodoeius, an orthodox bishop, for persecuting the 
Macedonians, vii. 3. upon which Valesius thus deli- 
vers his opinion : Celebris qucestio est., ^c. It is ace*' 
lebrated and much controverted question, whether it be 
iawfulfor Catholics^ and particularly for bishops, toper^- 
secute heretics. I think it is necessary to have recourse to 
a DISTINCTION. It is certcinly unhKS>ful to vex them, as 
Theodosius did, for the sake of extorting money ; and al* 
so to prosecute them as criminals, and to thirst after their 
blood, as Idatius, and some other bishops of Spain acted 
towards the Priscillianists, Bui it is, and ever wasper^ 
mitied to the Catholics to implore the md of princes and 
magistrates against heretics, thai they may be restrain'* 
ed and kept in order, and thatuhey may not insolently 

exddt 
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exali themselves ab&ie the Catholics^ or insult and deride 
the Catholic reHgm* Augustine indeed confesses that he 
hadformerlif been ofopimon^ that heretics should not be 
harassed by Catholics^ but rather allured by all hind of 
gentle methods. Yet qfieriCards he changed his opinion j 
having learned by experience that the laws made by the 
(Emperors qgainst fieretics had proved the happy occasio09 
of their conversion ; and Ite observes^ that the converted 
J)onatists had acktunvledged that tk^ never should have 
returned to tlie churchy but have lived and died in their 
errors^ if they had not been, in a manner , incited and at" 
tractedj by the punishments and mulcts of the impenal 
laws. Tim passage of Augustine, which is very elegant, 
is in the 48M Bpistle^o Viucentius, to which may be 
added what he has said in the §3(/ ch. of thejirst book 
against Gaudentius. 

In some places which Val^sius knew, and in sonie 
places which he knew not, the Odium Theulogicum, like 
a poisonous tree, has reared its Iiead and spread its 
arms, and the neighbouring plants^ instead of receiv- 
ing shelter and protectioi), have sickened and wither- 
ed beneath its baleful inflnence ; yet was it a friendly 
covering tp weeds and nettles, and the fox lodged safe- 
ly at its root, and, birdt) Qf ill omen screamed in its 
brandies. 

TlHi groundless sumuses of a booby, or of a bigot, 
have hurt many a man of sense, and qualified him to 
be regiistered in 9fi Appendix to Fierius de infeHcitate 
literatorum. Where arbitrary 'power has prevailed, 
nothiog ha$ proved more pfotitafale than either obse- 
quious dulncss, OF a ix>Iitical palsy in the head, nod- 
ding and assenting to all. 

Onmok omnibus imnuens; 
g8 Catullus aays of old age. 

Opinions 
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Opinions start up, and flourisli, a-nd fail into dis- 
grace, and seem to die ; but, like Alpheus and Are- 
thusa, they only disappear for a time, and rise into 
light, and into favour again. 

What men call heresy is often a local and a secular 
crime ; for what is heresy in one centuiy and in one 
country, is soimd doctrine in another ; and in some 
disputes, as in the Nestorian and the Pelagian contro- 
versies, to mention none besides, it is a nice thing to 
settle the boundaries between orthodoxy and hetero- 
doxy, and the only way to be safe is to liaVe recourse 
to implicit Jaithy and to imitate the prudent monk^ 
who, when Satan would have drawn him into heresy, 
by asking him what hebelie^^d of a certain point, an- 
swered. Id credo quod credit ecclesia. But Quid cre^ 
dit ecclesia? said Satan.. Jdyuod ego crech^ replied 
the other : and Nestorius, if he would have slept in 
Jiis own bed, should have said, Id credo quod credit 
sancjtissimus CyrUlus. Nestorius perhaps suffered no 
more than he deserved, because he had been a perse- 
cutor himself; but such violent proceedings about 
such points, in different times and places, have inclin- 
ed many persons to suspect that in those assemblies, 
some were talkative, quarrelsome, disingenuous, and 
overbearing, whilst others were passive dolts, ^nd pedftrii 
senatores. Every age has continued to produce wrang- 
lers of this kind, who now have the rest which they 
would not give other people ; and whose works fol- 
low them, and are at rest also. 

Theodosius the first, made severe laws against he- 
retics, about A. D. 380, and required of all his sub- 
jects that they should follow the faith of Pope Dama^ 
sus, and of Peter of Alexandria ; for which, and such 
like holy and wholesome ordinances, to be found in 

the 
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the Theodosian code, he is extolled by Tillemont and 
many others, as a man of God. The be^t thing that 
can be said for him is, that he was not, on these occa- 
sions, as bad as his word, but threateiled more than h^ 
performed. As to Daniasus, whatsoever his faith was, 
it had been better for him to have lived and died a 
presbyter, and one cannot say of him that hejbugki a 
good ^ght^ when he fought for his bishopric. Hisl 
braves slew many of the opposite party, and great was 
the fury of the religious ruffians on both sides, in thi^ 
holy war. Pious times, and much to be honoured or 
envied ! 

What is to be done then with one who is, or who i^ 
accounted, or whispei*ed to be erroneous ? Why, D/- 
stinguendam est : you must not shed his bloody nor en- 
rich yourself with his spoils 5 but yOu may contrive 
other ways to bring him to a right mind, or to begga«^ 
ry : ways, which resemble the metliod of Italian assa- 
sins, to beat a man with satchells of sand ; no blood] 
is shed, and no bones are broken^ but the patient dies/ 
by the operation. 

A gentleman and a scholar, as Valesius ivas^ should 
have, nothing to do with such cUstinciidns: he ought 
rather to distinguish himself from tlie vulgar by a largei* 
mind, by detesting persecution in every shape, were 
it only for this reason, that it is the bane of letters ; 
by accounting all the learned and ingenious^ whereso- 
ever dispersed, or howsoever distressed, as brethren, 
and by loving and serving them. Unless they be rude 
and insolent^ vitious and immoral. Would Valesius have 
had such countrymen of his as Joseph Scaliger^ Isaac 
Casaubon, Salmasius, Bochart, Blondel^ Daille, sent 
to inhabit the bastille, or the gallies ? would he have 
had them directed, corrected, and insulted, by a king's 
vox. I. B confessor, 
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confessor, and bj persons who knew nothing besides 
their breviary, if pcrad venture they knew that ? Tliis* 
is not said to insinuate that the Gallicaxi church had 
not in his time, and in all times, many exceUcjU men : 
nothing can be farther from the audior's thoughts ; 
but the fomenters of oppression and persecution have 
been usuaUy either vc^ <rf fetters, or learned 4imce$ 
at the best, and have accounted it an insuffeiahle im« 
pudence in any man to be wiser, and more knowing 
than themselves^ How could Vatesius even name Au-- 
gustine^ who, ingenious as he certainly was, and re* 
spectable as he may be on other accounts, yet by the 
weak tlmi^ which «eal, not ill nature, urged him ta 
say on this subject, tarnished in sqme degree his own 
Imputation, and espoused a cause, full of absurdities 
which ail the wit of man cannot defend, and of 6pot» 
which all the water of the ocean cantiott wash off ! 

In this world, in this great inftrmary, among other 
distempers with which poor mortals are afflicted, is ai» 
mtempeiate zeal, or a spirit of party ^ which, when it 
arises to a certain pitch, is viot to be restrained by the 
gentle bands of reason : they are broken asunder, as a 
thread touched with fire* The imagination then plays 
her part, and raises an ugly phantom , and the maa 
spends his rage upon irt, and sometmes by mistake 
strikes at hi» friend, 

— ^/^ pugil^ efmedicum urgei. 

Whilst the inconveniencies are no greater than thisy 
we should patiently bear with tlie defects and disor^ 
dors of such men, as with the frowardness of those who 
are in pain, and, as Seneca says, more opiimarum pa^- 
renium^ qui nta/edicfis siiorufa infatOium wfideni; like 
tender parents, who smile aft tiie little pei*versities of 
their children ; for there are old 2^ well as youtig chil** 

di^n. 
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Arittj dhd |)erhaj[>s more indulgence Is due to the for** 
mer tlian to the latter, since they cannot be spoiled 
by it, being past curing; 

And here the civil magistrate is of excellent tise^ to 
keep the peace among his fractious subjects, or at least 
to keep them from doing One another a bodily mischiefi 
Forbear to draw your sword upon your adversaiy, 
says Minei*va to Achilles ; abuse him as much and as 
long as you will : 

But worse than fanatical fervour is the sedate spirit 
of religious tyranny ^ arising from the lust of dominion^ 
from sordid self«-intersst| and from atheistical politics, 
taking its measures, and pursuing its ends deliberate^ 
ly, void of all regard to trath, and of every tender sen^ 
timent of pity and humanity. 

Thus Christianity degenerated^ and things went on 
flpom bad to worse, from folly to coiruption, from 
weakness to wickedness ; and then the Reformation 
made considerable amendments^ 

The Christian world is now divided into the re* 
formed and unrefbrraed, or rather^ into those who are 
not, and those who are members of the church of 
Rome. The latter, as they deal least in reason, are 
the most disposed to use the illuminating arguments 
above-^mentioned, which serve as a succedaneum in the 
place of reason. They would willingly force upon us 
a mode of Christianity, which neither we nor our fo- 
thers were able to bear. Our religious establishment 
is fax better, and highly valuable, and we should be 
tingrateful if we did not esteem it } but the more sim- 
ple and unexceptionable a religion is> the dearer will 

B.2 it 
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it be to those who Understand it, and know what it V9 
to enjoy it. In such a religion, charity would be a 
gainer, and faith would be no loser, and it would be 
an easier task to satisfy doubters^ to bring over infi- 
dels, and to re-unite believers* Before the Jews shall 
.be converted, and the Gentiles flow into tlie church, it 
rh reasonable to suppose, that in the Christian world 
there will be more harmony^ more mutual compliance 
and forbearance, than at present is to be found. 

As the opposers of the gospel have frequently had 
recourse to arguments ad hominem^ and have taken ad- 
vantage from modem systems, and from the writings 
of divines of this or that persuasion ; so the defenders 
of revelation have often found themselves under a ne- 
cessity of reducing things to the venerable Christiani* 
ty of the New Testament, and of adventuring no far- 
ther ; and of declining the rest, as not essential to the 
cause, and to tlie controversy. 

The removal even of. small defects, and improve^ 
ment from good to better, should always be the ob- 
ject of every man's warm wishes, and modest and 
peaceable endeavours. Modest and peaceable they 
ought certainly to be ; for there is a reverence due to 
the public, to civil society, to rulers and itiagistrates, 
and to the majority ; and decency and prudence are 
neither marks of the beast^ nor that worldly wisdom 
which stands condemned in the gospel. In all such 
endeavours, great care and discretion are requisite. Dif- 
ficulties of viarious sorts, present themselves, and dif- 
ficulties not to be slighted, some of which shall be 
passed over in silence, because they might possibly 
rather tend to irritate than to appease, and give an of- 
fence which should be industriously avoided. There* 
is a fear of consequences, arising in cautious and dif- 
fident 
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fident.miads, a fear of losing what is valuable by 
seeking what is desireable ; tlierc is a wide-spread. in- 
diflfcrenoe' towards every thing of a serious kind, and 
it is sadly increased by that tlioughtless dissipation, 
and those expensive follies, which are f\o prevalent ; 
there is also a settled dislike of tlie gospel among too 
many, wIjo ase so ignorant^ and so prejudiced, as to 
account Christianity itself to be of no use and impor- 
tance. 

These considerations may incline melancholy per- 
sons :to iniagiiie, that it is .vain to expect amendments, 
ofamore refined nature, which seem to depend on a 
fevourable concurrence of circumstances seldom unit* 
ed, and that we have not a foundation which can bear 
the superstructure^ 

It is much to be wished, tliat more effectual tfte- 
thods could be cwitrived to suppress ^ice,- and to as- 
sist the willing, and to qqmppl tlie unwilling to earn 
their bjpead honestly in the days of their youth and' 
strength, and thereby to secure the peace of civil so- 
ciety, and to save fi*om ruin so many poor creatures, 
of whom it is hard to decide, wheiiicj: they be more 
wicked, or more miserable, and w^ose berimes it would 
be far better to prevent tlian to punish. If we could 
do any thing to .remove, or to diminish these dreadful 
evils, moral and natujal, the lofe of God and of man 
would be bur reward. . But these ^re things which 
perhapd are reserved for another genejr^tion ; 

— manei nostras Jeiix /ea cura f^potcs. 
^ \At us in the mean .time be thsiakftil for >ybat we 
have ; for our religioi) .and liberties ; for a clksposition, 
which may b^e called national, to acts of charity pub- 
lic or private, and for that iK)rtion of learning, and that 
fikilj in liberal arts and sciences, \yhich \ye possess, ^wi- 
.8 3* iicient 
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ficient to secuno us Ironi the contempt of our neiglit 
hours, though not to give us any claim t9 prece^^ 
4ency, What we possess of erudition, must in a 
great measure be ascribed to the prevailing force of 
education, emulation, and custom ; for so it is, 
the love of letters begun at ^^/ and continued at 
the umversifff^ will Uv<j|ually accompany a man thcough 
all the changing scenes of this life, improving liis plea-* 
sures, and soothing his sorrows. I^appy is it, . that 
the pious and judicious liberality of our ancestorsi 
founded and endowed those two noble seminaries^ which 
have been our best security aghast ignorance, supers 
stitiqn, and infidelity. 

ESTOTS P^HPEXUA ! 

Ari^agpeeable remembrance qf former ^ys present^ 
itself, 

— i}ap me memitusse pigeiif aiumnce^ 
Dum memor ipse mel^ dum spiriius bos regit orius. 
But let us also do justice to the theological merits, 
and useful labours of persons of another denomination in 
this country, of whom qui tales sunt^ utinan^ esse$^ nostri. 
Polite learning, or humanity ^ helps to open and enlarge 
the min^, and to give it a generous and Uheral way of 
thinking, not what ig vulgarly termed /tee^hi^lcing, 
and belqngs to vulgar understandings, Learning haei 
a lovely child called moderation^ and moderation is not 
afraid or ashanqed to shew her ^ce in the tlieological 
world ; the number of her frjends is increased, and, 
whilst our civil constitution subsist^, tliey are in no 
flanger qf being sewed up in a bag with a monkey, 
a viper, a wit, and a free-thinker, an(l flyng into the 
next river. That liberty of prophe^ing may prevail, 
^nd thsit profane licentiousness may be restrained, are 
wishes wliich should always be joined together. 

And 
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And now^ if men mil say I persuade to in^fferency^ I 
mmsfbeitir it as well as I can, I am not yet ivithmt reme^ 
ify, as ihey are; for patience will help me^ and reason 
4Xinnot cure tkem. The words are borrowed from a pi- 
ous, iiigenious, learned, charitable, and sweet temper- 
ed bishop, who, with a noble candour and generou^ 
openness, pleads the cause of liberty of prophesying^ 
and who never was censured for it by any man worth 
the mentioning, though probably he was reviled by 
those who called Tillotson an Atheist. If these two ex- 
cellent Prelates^ and Erasfmis and Ckillingworth^ and* 
John Hales, and Locke^ and tlpiscopiaSj and GrotiiiSy 
and many who shall not be named, had been contem- 
poraries, and had met together freely to determine 
the important question, What makes a man a Chris^n^ 
and what profession of fakh should be deemed sufficient, 
they would probably have agreed, not^^nthstanding 
the diversity of opinions which they might all have 
had on some theological points- There have been o- 
tliers, indeed, who^ on such an occasion, would have gi- 
ven us an ample catal%ue of necessaries, the inference 
irom which would have been, that it nrust needs be a 
very learned, and a very subtle, and a very ingenious 
thing to be a good ChrrtHan : for some of these neces- 
saries are of so refined a nature, tliat tlie underatand- 
ing can hardly lay hold of them, or the memory retain' 
them : 

Tcrfmstrct comprensa^ mantts effiigk imago, 
Par levibus ventis, vdlucrique similUma somno. 
Some of the best defenders of Christianity^ down from 
Origen, no saint, it seems, but worth a hundred and fif- 
ty saints who might be mentioned, have been unkindly 
jQsed and traduced by/»;W/c/WyCbristians,forahard- 

B 4f cr 
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0r epithet shall not be given to tliem. Sirs^ ye <o« 
Hreihren; why do ye wrong one to another? Even civil 
)yar has ceased, when the common enemy has been at 
the doqr, and m^d factions have joined to repel him, 
and tQ crpyvn the deserving with laurel garlands ; but 
(Christians, )vhen besieged by powerful and forpidable 
infidels, haye found leisure and stomach to contend, 
whether the light which shone about Christ at his 
transfiguration was created or uncreated, 
. What has been here suggested was with a view, not 
tp dictate, no not even to advise, but only to mode- 
rate a prejudice, which lies deep in the heart of an Eng-? 
lishman and a Churchman, that as his own vales, hills, 
rivers, an4 cities, surpass in beauty and convenience 
any thing th^ the world affords, so his own religious 
constitution is free eyen from fill appearance of defect, 
and shadow of imperfection. This may be called a- 
marefqcos^ et lares: the first yft easily excuse, as an 
amiable weakness jn the Englishman \ let us sliew the 
^tne favour tp the other in the,Chi;rc|iman : but a 
little more candour, and a little less partiality would 
do us no harm. The author aims at nothing beyond 
this, and therefore enters into no particulars. If 
the general intimation be proper, from ^hom can it 
come more properly than trom one whose ns^me or ad* 
dress can give no sanction to it, and raise no prejudi- 
ces in its behalf? so that it must rely upon its own 
Reasonableness, and stand destitute of all other recom- 
mendation. 

As to particulars, his opinion would never be asked 
in such cases, and, if it were asked, he would per- 
haps, like Simonides, desire a day to consider, and 
then another, not through an affectation of humility, 
por, if he may be credited, through hope of pleasing, 
pr fear of displeasing, but through a real diffidence, 

anc| 
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and a conecioumess of the differ^oe between discern- 
ing what may be speculatively right, and judging 
what is practicable. An application to moral and 
theological studies will lead a person to some skill in 
the first, if he has a mind open to conviction ; hot the 
letter requires a ^<eniusand a knowledge of a different 
sort. 

Besides all this, the middle course, between too hm 
and too high^ hetw^n the serpent and the altar ^ is 
somewhat hard to keep : 

Neu te dejdteriar tortum decUtiet in anguem. 
Neve sini^erior pressam rota dttcat ad aram. . 

Ovid. Mot. ii. 138. 
It may therefore he more advise^tble for him to exa- 
mine lumseif' in serious silence, and to consider what 
passes within^ and in his own little circle,, where the 
circumference almost touches the centre ; 

*'OtJi el iv fiLtyeifoiffi kcoloyt ayoMr re rirvxIcLt. 

whicl) single line, according to the wise Socrates, con- 
tains a complete system pf philpsQpliy . 

If he desii^ that Qthtf^ would rec^ve with Christi- 
an candour these suggestions, which, whatsoever they 
be, proceed fjrom a good intention, and are not the 
language of i$elf?inferest, he desires no more than he 
is very wiUing to return. But be tliat as it .will, he 
is not at all disposed to cqntend about tliem.. 

JErrare potest : iifigiosus esse 79onvu/t» 
Such contentions b^et, or ke^p up enmity*; and he 
had rather glide through tjiie World like a sJiadow, ob- 
scurely and quietly, and mpet withy^'jp censurers ;.for 
to have ffone^ is a blessing which never was designed 
for a, writer on ecclesiastical subjects. 

¥qt. this^^nd for other good reasons, authors should 
avoid, as .much as they can, replies and rejoinders, the 
l)3ual consequences of which are, loss of time, and loss 
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of temper. H^>pyi&he who is engaged in CMtro* 
ircTsy with hiB own paspionS) and comes oflF superior ; 
who makes it his endoayour that his follies and weak* 
nesses may die before hkn> and wlio- daily meditates 
on mortality and immoitatity ! 

Liet us hear a wise man^ who thus speaks to himself^ 
and to us : Ala^ my last hours ^nd me occupied in atnendr 
tug cMiimprCfoing my heart : that J may be able to say 
t^ God, Have T violated thy commandsf? Have I ever ac^ 
Cfised theej and compUdned of' th/ geverwmeni ? I have 
been sick and infirm, because it was tky appomtment ; ami 
so have others, bui I wiOingly* / hoiye been poor aecor- 
ding to thy good pleasure, but contented^ I have had no 
dignities : thou host withheld-them, audthcn^ not thought 
ihem eoen worthy of awish. Dkbt thou see me sadamt 
dejected on these accounts ? Did I not appear before thee 
with a serene countenance, and cheerfully comply i$ig with* 
ihy sacred orders ? Deal wiih me and dispose of me as 
tkouwUt; thywUlisnme; and if any one shall say^ that^ 
ihou hast been unkind to me, I will defend and maint&iw 
thy cause against Um. Wilt thou that- 1 depart henee^ 
f'go; and I return thee my sincerest thanks that thorn 
host vouchscffed to call me hither to this great assembly 
and entertainment, and hn^ permitted me to eontempla^ 
thy works, to admire and' adore thy providenee, mid to 
comprehend the wisdom of Hty conduct. Mdy death 
seize me writing and metSiating such things. 

It k needless to say whence (these reAections are ta* 
ken ; the owner is so wdl known : but they can i)ever 
be too often cited, and if the stoical Klf^ffiqiency 
which breathes in some parts of them were corrected 
by Christian humility, they would be to many of us 
z proper lesson for the day, and remind u&of tlie resign 
itation that is due to an alUwise and all-gradous-iMro^ 
videnee^ 

REMARKS 
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ECClLBSIJt&TWAEi NISTORT^ 



IT has been ofteiv observed, «ha« Christianitf mad^ 
its appeaiaBce m tl^e most proper time, and under 
a favourable coneunreirse of circumstances. Some* 
thing has been said< on this head* in. my fourth W&^ 
course on the Christian Beiiifum : whaT is now otfered 
to. the reader is paitiy a continuation of the same sub* 
ject ; and these fsemarks are intended, in some me^ 
sure, as a supplement to tYi^s&dho^urses^ 

Christianity begaii^ to gain ground in Judea> and its 
n^hbcmrhood in tiie reigji^ of Tiberius, a very wick* 
4ed prince, but; wlio was so occupied with his lusts and 
with his cinieky towards oonsideiaUc '{)ersons w^om 
he hated; enviedy or feaied, and wae also naturally so 
slow and indolent, thal^ either he heard lij;tld of this 
iremote and' rising sect, or diought it beneath his no* 
tice, and so did it no barm. 

It is probable that* Pilate, who had no cnhiity to- 
wards Christ, and accounted^him a man unjustly ac^ 
cused, and an extraordinary person, might be moved 
by the wonderful oincumstances attending and followr 
ing his.death to hQldibim m veneiatMUi,. aed perhaps 

to 
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to think him a hero, and the son of some deity. It is 
possible that he might send a narrative, such as he 
thought most convenient, of these transactions to Ti- 
berius ; but it is not at all likely that Tiberius pro- 
posed to the senate that Christ ^ould be deified, and 
that the senate rejected it, and that Tiberius continued 
fiivourably disposed towards thrist,and that he threat- 
ened to punish those who should molest and accuse the 
Christians *. This report rests principally upon the au- 
thority of TertuUian, who was very capable of being de- 
ceived, and Eusebius had it from him, Eccl. Hist. ii. 2. 
The ancient Christians might have been misinformed 
in this, as in some other points. Tiberius was of an 
irreligious disposition and a fatalist, and little dispo- 
sed to increase the number of the gods, and the bur- 
den of AtUs : Circa deos ac religiones negligentior : 
quippe addicias matkematicas ; persuasionisyue plenus 
cUnetaJaio agi f. He hated foreign superstitions^ E- 
gyptian and Jewish rites : Extemas cceremonias^ JE^ 
gUptios JudtHCQsque riius compescuit %• He and the se- * 
nate had expelled the Jews from Rome ||, and about the 
tinde of Christ's crucifixion he had destroyed an illue- 
trious fitmily, for this, amongst other reasons, that di»- 
vine honours had been paid to one Thepphaaes an an- 
cestor of theirs : Dafam erai a^imni quod Thcophanem 
Miiylemeum prooDum eorum Cn, Magnus inter inHmas 
kabuisset : . ffuodque defkncto Theopkam aeksies ho^ 
naresGrcBc^adulaiio tribuerai ^. Augustus Commend- 
ed Caii^s for not worshipping at Jerusalem : Cmum 
nepotem^ auodjudasam preiervekens^ apud Hierosolipnam 
nonsuppapasiseU coUaudavit % : and Tiberi^us niade it a 
, . rule 

• * > Sep Ztf Cltre Hist. Eccl. p. 324. f Sueton, Tiber. 69. 
t SuetoQ. Tiber. ^. I Tacitus, Suetonius, Joscphus, 
$ Tadtusi Ann. vi. i8. ' 1 Sueton. Aug. 93. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



ECCLE8IASTICAI. HISTORY. 99 

rule, omma facta dictaque yus vice iegis observare^ as he 
says of himself in Taaius^ Ann. iv, 37. Observe also 
that the itms persecuted the apostles and slew Ste- 
phen, and that Saul made havock of the church,- en- 
tering into evely house, and haling men and women, 
committed tbem to prison, and that Pilate connived at 
all this violence, and was not airaid of the resentment 
of Tiberius on. that account. 

Hie custom which the B43mans had to deify and a- 
dore their emperors, most of tliem after their decease, 
and some of them during tfaeir lives, even though they 
were the vilest of mankind ; the apotheosia of Anti- 
ndus, Adrian's favourite ; the contempt ^which many 
emperors, as Tiberius, and Caius, and Nero ♦ shewed 
towards their gods ; the endeavour of Heliogabalud 
to suppress the worship of the ancient, deities, and to 
'introduce a ridiculous god of his own f ; the strange £- 
gyptian deities which had crept into Italy, and were 
there adored by some and detested by otb^s ; the li* 
berty which many learned persons had taken with the 
popular religion J ; — ^tlxese things had a tendency to 
wean the pagans by slow degrees from their attach*" 
ment to idolatry, and to facilitate the worship of one 
God and Father of all, who, by hisSoii, or liis Word, 
reconciled to himself, and instructed mankind, and by 

his 

• Rclfgionum usqucquaque conterator, prseter unius Deae Sjriae. 
Hanc mox ita sprcvitj ut txrinl contatmnarct. Suet, Ncr. 56. 

f Heliogabalum in Palatino monte juxta sedes imperatorias conse- 
cravit, cdque tcmplum fecit, studens et Mauis tjfpiim, et Vest» i^em, 
et Palladium, at ancilia^ et omnia Romanis veneranda in iUud. Uans« 
ferre templum, et id agens, ne quis Romx deus nisi Heliogabahis co* 
Icretur, &c. Lampridius 3. 

% It is related somewhere of Diogenes the cynic, that, to shew his 
contempt of sacrifices, he took a louse, and cracked it upon the altar 
of Diana* 
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his Spidt as«ii9te<l vktueus flfrtntfe iii tii^ {Mrogresfe to 
vvi^dom and h9f^i»is3,«s a religion more mmple, and 
noble;, aind pUl^aOphioali itfid reasonable than pagan* 
ism. 

The Senate, says Did, ordered die temples of Isb 
and Serapb to be paJkd down> and afterwards wodiA 
not stii&caBy to be erected intra pemcerinm. Tiic pxi^, Sc 
ilia Tiiic krtToImlo, xtAtkSv rS BvMr i S^ i yif ii rvc SWc 
ififJMWf nii in yt U i^o^«rtr> •n iriat InfiogfoL avVovc dCe^d-ai, 
6^ r« V0jiorf/tr 0f£c /Sfc!(mrl0. xl. p. 143« A Itttb after the 
civil war between Cssar and Pompey, the Hantspias 
orddSred the temples of these «ldttes to be demoii^ed. 
Dm xlii. p. 196. 

How much the goddess Isis and h6r sacred rites 
were despised nay be seen in Propertius ii« S4« Lu^ 
can viii. SSL ixv IM^ Juvenal vi. 469. i96. ix« 9S« 
not to mention several others. Tlie apotheosis of the 
Roman emperors is made the subject of the utmost 
contempt and ridicule by Seneca^ in his 'AirsxoxoitvVr^ff . 

The Romans knew not much of Christianity, and in 
a great m^sure overlooked it, till its professors were 
so considerably increased, that they oould not easily 
be destroyed. 

Christianity at first was more tikdy to prosper un* 
der bad than under good emperors, if these were tena<& 
cious of their religious rites and ceremonies. The bad 
emperors had usually other crimes and other mischief 
in view, and no leisure to plague such a little sect^ 
little when compared to paganism. And according- 
ly, from the death of Christ to Vespasian, for about 
the S})ace of thirty-scven years, the Romans did not 
fhuch mind the progress of the gospel. They were 
ruled by weak, or frantic and vicious emperors ; the 
magistrates and senators, and every worthy man of 

any 
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Hfiy ii0te stood in bontinxNil fear for their own lives* 
Under Oalba, Ofko, and Vitellitts, the empre icas m 
scede of omfksHm) desolation, and misery <. 

Nero, indeed, destroyed several Christians at Rome, 
bat it wa$ for a suf)}X»ed crime pf which all the world 
knew thcufn to he innocent ; so .that this cruel treats 
ment raised compassion^ and rather did service than 
harA t# the Christian tause^ aiid the persecution was 
soon oven 

If Qaudius and the Senate in his time had known 
tbe nature of the gospel in this poi&t, that it was <ti- 
ffedtly tipposite to the natiomal religion, and that, if it 
prospered. Paganism must decline and come to notlungi, 
and that every Christian thought himself bound to 
spncad his. cantons by aU aits and means which were 
not immoral, they would have endeavoured to sup 
press it eflFectually ; but it lay screened th4^ und^ 
Judaism, and the Jews had leave to worship God in 
Aeilr own way« 

The Christians who suffered under Nero are called 
0uillgl£oi' by Suetonius, c* 16. that is, sorcerers, magi<- 
ciaas. Probably the Pagans had heard of their mi* 
racles, smd ascribed them to. magic arts, which yet wai 
a kind of indirect acknowledgement of them. Jove« 
nal iii. 41. 

Quid Rcmuejaciam ? mentiri nescio — motu^ 
Astroram ignaro : Jknus promiiiere patrisj S^c. 
where tlie old scholiast says : fttottts astrpnem : malefic 
CHis m>n sum. But here 1 doubt it should be, mathe* 
uuUiciis mn sum^ which is a more literal interpretation^ 
Nemo matiieifnaiicus gemum indemnatns habebit.^^ 
Comulit ictericce lenfy) deftmere matris. 
Ante tamen de /e, Sgc, vi« ^69« 

Wtdi 
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With the reader's Jeave, I will step oiit of my way to 
correct a passage in this poet, xiH. 64. . 

Egregium sandtumque virum si cemo^ bimembri 
Hoc monsfrum puerOj vet mirandis sub aratro 
Pmibus inoentis^ etjcetce compear muUe^ • 
So&ciius^ tanquam lapides effuderit imber^ 
Examenque apium longa consederk woa 
Culmme iklubri^ tanquam in marejluxerit amnis 
Gurgitibus miris, et lactis vortice torrens. 
Henninius has givien in the text mirandis. Lubin says 
we must read mirantis, not miranti. Gataker eonjec* 
tures UrofUi. These honest men were all disposed to 
feed upon acorns, whilst other copies had mirantif 
which was very well explained by Britannicus, stA 
Qtabro niirantij ut rei inammcc dedefit sensum. Mirantt 
oro/ro is just such an expression 2isirato sistro^ xiii. 93. 
esuriens ramus oliva^, xiii, 99. &c. &c. 

I need not observe how flat, and unmeaning, and 
unpoctical is the expression, Gurgitibus miris^ and how 
ill it comes in after miranti. The poet intended to 
speak of a prodigy, of a river running bloody, which^ 
together with showers of blood, has been often men-^ 
tioned amongst prodigies. See Cicero de Divin. i. 43. 
The word which he used was somewhat uncomnion, 
and tlierefore lost, and ill supplied. He wrote, I be- 
lieve, 

Gurgitibus miniis, et lactis vortice torrens. 
fmmis^ that is, sanguineisy rubris instar mimi. The^d* 
jective mimus^ or mineuSy from minium^ red lead, vermi'* 
Honj is twice- used by Apuleius, Fulgenfium rosarum 
mimus color, and Cervicula psittaci circulo mneo. Fa- 
ber's Thesaurus. — If there were no example extant 
of the adjective mimus, that would not be a sufhcient 
reason to reject the emendation, since the Greek and 

Latin 
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Latin poets frequently turn substantives intoacyectives. 
So Juvenal himself, xi. 94. according, to the best co- 
pies; 

Quails in Oqeano fluctu tesiudo nataret. 

Li tore ab Oceano GalUs venhtUibu^^l 13. 
Catullus, Ixiii. according to Scaiiger's emendation, 

Nimirum Oceano se osiemUt Noctijfer imbre. 
And hence Milton, 1 . 

— ' — ' — huge<it that smm tV ocean stream. 
Minium in Greek is /*/xtoc, and the Sibylline oracles 
speak thas of a bloody shower : 

The old scholiast says, Gurgitibus miris] Aut lactehi^ 
aui sanguineis. But you have notiiing in Juvenal that 
answers to sanguineis^ unless you change miris into m- 
miSf which is also a very slight alteration. The poet 
might have so contrived it as to have used sanguis or 
cruar, or their adjectives, but Gwgitibus numis plea- 
sed him better, as it had a more ludicrous cast, and 
he chose rather to stain his river with red oker than . 
with blood. It threw a contempt upon portents 
and prodigies, things which he was not much dispo- 
sed to believe. Lucian, or whosoever he be who 
wrote the treatise De Dea Si/ria, says, that the .nver 
Adonis was stained with blood every year, o Si orpr*- 

^oKtxffwwf ^ fPirufati tq «7«\xcr ri eriKayu^. — lUudJlumen sifl' 

gutis annis cruentatur^ suoque amisso' colore^ ia nuire ef* 

Jundiiur^ et magnam maris partem inficit. 8. He adds, 

tiiat an inhabitant of Byblus explained the phacnonie* 

non thus : •'^aSoin; h tj^ora^, a ^u*i, lii tv AjCo^ tfp^trcti. 
MIATXIAEA* ^ li yv f^r aifjLtUta fihfu Adonis Jlumcn^i 

VOL. I. C hosjpes, 
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hospes^ venit per Libanum. At Ubarms multum ruhicwf^ 
dee terrce habet. Venti ergo vekementeSy qui siatos i/& 
diebils flatus kabent, terramflumm inferutii minio Wd!r 
slmilem. tlnec illud terra reddit sanguineum. 

This account has been since confirmed by Matindrel 
in his Voyages. 

Sanguinem pluisse^ says Cicero, senatui nuniiaium esty 
Atratum etianifluvium fluxisse sanguine. — Sedet decoio* 
ratio qucedam ex nfiqua contagione terrena potest sanguis 
nisimilis esse^ De Div. ii. §?• 

Some may think that we ought to read Gurgitibus 
miniisy zut iactis portice torrenSy instead ofef^. But, un- 
less the best manuscripts deceive us, et is often used in 
a disjunctive sense, and implies much thesameasafff ; 
and likewise que^ wliere ve might seem more proper. 
Of this I gave some examples hi the Miscell. Observ. 
vol. II. p. 23J. 

Amongst the miracles recorded in the acts of the a- 
postles is the casting out of evil spirits. In the New 
Testament, where any circumstances are added con- 
cerning the dsembniacs, they are generally such as 
' shew that there was something praeternatural in the 
' distemper; for these disordered persons agreed in one 
/story, and paid homage to Christ and to his apostles, 
which is not to be expected from madmen, of whom 
' sbme would have worshipped, and others would have 
* reviled Christ, according to the various humour and 
behaviour observable in such persons. 

One reason for which Hie divine providence should 
•suffer evil spirits to exert their malignant powers so 
much at that time, might be to give a check to Sad* 
duceism amongst tlie Jews, and to Epicurean atheism 
amongst the Gentiles, and to remove in sqme measure 

. these 
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Aese two great impediments to the reception of the 
gospel. 

The first miracle after the ascension df Chnst, name- 
ly, the gift of tongues, was of singular and extra- « 
ordinary service to Cliristianity* It increased the nnm^- 
ber of believers at Jerusalem, and engaged the admi- 
ration and favour of the people so much, that the ene- 
mies of Christ could not accomplish their designs a- 
gainst the disciples, and it served to convey the gos- 
pel to distant regions. 

It has been said that the gift of tongues continued 
for a considerable time to be absolutely necessary for 
the spreading of Christianity : but it is to be observ- 
ed that the Scriptures never say so. We may there- 
fore judge for ourselves how far it was needful. 

Now at the time of Pentecost there was a great re- 
sort of Jews and proselytes from various and remote 
countries. The gift of tongues confen'ed upon the 
disciples served to convince and convert many of these 
persons, and these persons served to carry Christiani- 
ty witli them to their several homes. Afterwards die 
^Ethiopian eunuch, Cornelius the Roman centurion, 
Sergius Paulus the proconsul, Dionysius the Areopa- 
gite, and many others, were converted. By these per- 
sons, and by. the travels of some of the apostles and of 
their disciples, Christianity was spread in the Roman 
empire and in the East ; and then the Greek language, 
together witli human industry in learning otlier 
tongues, might be sufficient to convey the gospel as 
far, and as soon as providence intended. 

^ApoUonius Tyaneus, as Philostratus relates, pre- 
tended to understand all languages vyithout having 
learned them*: If Philostratus may be credited in this, 

, c2 ir 

• Vit. Apoll. p. 25. cd. Par. or Euseb. contr. Hicr. p« 517. 
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it is probable thdt A^Uonius, knowing that the Cimt^ 
tians claimed this gift, took the same honour tb him* 
^If, He fk>orish«3 ih the tilttea of Neroand cf Domi- 
tian^ and it is to be supposed tliat he could speak a 
little of several totigues, fdl* he Was a man of parts aod 
a strolling vagaboiid. 

Philostratns also a^nr^s cKSy that, when the mo* 
ther of Apdlonlus Was in lAbour, the swans came to 
attend and assist het ; for which he piyxluces no vouch- 
er, says Eusebius in HierocK p. 517. Now Philostnu- 
tus, or whosoever was the author of this pretty story, 
stole the thought fi-om Callimachus : 

Kvtpot St ^Q yuffX^br/tc dtotl^l . 
Mwi&Y offfii^, aottoTdilot 'OrtltutQp. 

Hymn, in Delum, S49. where these poetical birds per- 
form the same office to Latona. 

Cldnicns Atexattdrinus cites Plato assaying that the 
gods or daemons had the use of knguage, and tliat it 
appeared from the discourses of dcemoniacs, since in 
those possessions it was not the mun himself, but the 
dfemon in him, who spake by the man*s voice* *0 

TlKaTOY U xii toTk ^ioTc hciKtk%r fnronfjtei rifi' fAaht^a. /aIv air9 
ray ontfoitur rixfAOLi^hfjiif^ holI rm ^fijd'^A'. i'XKttc Xl, xa' i'tl tw 
Xa/^orwrror, ol rviv avraf i pUfyovlxi fwrifv v^l Aktxlofj tthxirir 
rZy vTettrrortQY latfihc^r. StrOm. I. p. 405. OxOrt. edit. 

I may have overlooked it, but I never could find this 
place in Plato. There is something a little like it iii. 
Porphyry, where Apollo says of himself, 

Jucundam expirat mortali e gutture vocem. 

On 
* ^iXnf ^mnf may be translated suam vocem. -enKwoW?*, fors. 
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f^ fwrfif fiwpi^ff. S/ffri^ui ojiim f /(Hv mperme deiapsus^ 
Hlaqw ^a^partkuUi qucp c(^9ti viitHt^ in corpus Sfii^ 
instructumjacuhatibus animatumque deftuxit^ animum pc- 
bai iasim Qliqmm soriita^ vocet^ p^r eorpm^ veluti per 
quoddam imimmeHtufn, edit, Apud JEuseb. Pr(ep. JSv. 
v» 8. The^ A<xi^MAii, ^f whew th« philosopher^ 
speak, were per^Q*^ mspirerf, w supposed to be inspi- 
red by Apolto, Cyhete, or pther dieppons. \n l^ter 
tinges, the spoaicifig of ^(ew l^ngmigps bds been reckoa- 
ed one of the proofs ^f b^ing po^acssed wit^ a de&mon. 
S^yStf^ii^^Diot. GrmdiisryW^^ Mi^iael Fselks ^ Ope^ 
rai. DiBtmwmo anci souths lo^taaGe^ collected by Cijidi* 
worth, /#tf^//* Sy^A p. 704-4- TbaJ fropi IVneUus 
is mentioned by Le Cleri^ in i^s vC^tr^ts froot Cud- 
worthy B^L Choifi* y^ p. 10>.9. He ha^ made^a aipall 
mist^Jfie vv;lien be gpys, t^fp mekmioUque que ks mfide- 
cimo^Hiiwi^tritfiie/eni^ai^ffeffui^esapQU niLatin^ 

^e mi ^prnrkr ^e^ <knx hngwes. Ferndius only says 
that like young gentleman did not understand Greek. 

To learn a foreign language so'fiir as to understand 
it when we read or hear it, is a skill which is not to be 
acquired without much time and pains^ To spe^k it 
readily and pronQuniie tit rightly, \% st^ill more difficult: : 
it is what many persons 'Can never aooomplisli, though 
they have all the proper helps, as we may see every 
day ; nor can any study and application acquire this 
habit, unless there be an opportunity of conversing 
firequently withthoi^B wJiose tongue it is. 

If the aposdes^n tlie day of Pentecost h^d expros«T 
ed themselves improperly, or with a bad accent as 
piost people do, when they «peak a living language 

c 3 which 
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which is not natural to them, the hearers^ who at that 
time were not converted to Christianity, would have 
suspected some fraud, would have taken notice of such 
foults *, and censured them ; which since they did not, 
it is to be supposed that they had nothing of that kind 
to object. 

Within forty years after the resurrection of Christ 
came on the destniction of Jerusalem, a most import-^ 
ant event, upon which the credit and the fete of Chris- 
tianity depended. Christ had foretold it so expressly, 
that, if he had failed, his religion could not have sup** 
ported itself. But his predictions were exactly accom- 
plished, and proved him to be a true prophet. 

Christ fixed the time also, saying that the days were 
at hand, and would come before that generation should 
pass away, and whilst the daughters of Jerusalem, or 
their children, should be living. 

The completion of Christ's predictions has beenfully 
shewed by many writers, particularly by Whitby. To 
him I refer the reader, on Matth. xxiv. and shall here 
ii^ert in the notes some f remarks on this part of the 

subject, 

f As the Jews did to Peter, when ttey said to lim, Tiou art a Ga- 
iilean^ and thy speech bewroyetb ibee, 

t Our Saviour, foretelling the destruction of Jerusalem, applies to 
the Jews in a proplietic sense this proverlnal saying, Wheresoever the 
carcase ts^ there will the eagles be gathered together^ Mat. xxiv. 28. 

The Jewish writers had this maxim among them, that wicked men. 
while they live are to he reckoned amongst the dead : see Drusius on 
Mat. iv. 4. and viii. 22. see also Luke xy.32. £ph. ii. i, 1 Tim. v. 6. 
But wicked men are spoken of in scripture under this figure with still 
greater propriety, if for thdr crimes they were devoted to death, and 
condemned to it by a divine or human sentence, Gen. xx. 3. By the 
word carcase^ Christ means the Jewish nation^ which was morally and 
judicially dead, and whose destruction was pronounced in the decrees 
of heaven* 

h 
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subject, which Dr Pearce the bishop of Bangor was so 
kind as to communicate ; observing only that Christ 
fbrctoldy 

1, The total destruction of the city. 

2. Of 

In EusebiuSy £. H. iii. 23. ninx* is explained by &^f liBfnxt aigiSn 

Nvfi )fi itiftm^*fyu o t«i( £f«i jux^ctf, Aristopb. Ran. Act. i. sc. 7. in 
•cboTO. , 

See L. Capell. and Grotius on M'fitth. \^. 22« who says, H^x^W 
▼ocantur hominea a vera dlac^linay quss animi vita est, alieni. iio- ^ l» 
-rf (ait Clemens Alex. Stiom. v.) fimfi^i^f ^iXw^if m^i xtt^Ji^i rit 
igmwiSms %£r itf^fUrmt t^ MmBomrtL^^^ rh nit r«% trrnhn i)ai;0yui(. 
Hauat qneque hsec, ut alia, ab orientis philosophic Pythagoras^ 
rAfw^liiiaw9 )i{^ fuftifutff ut de eo scribit Hermippus : ^qui^em 
ig v(H w '£C{«M«f tf^ixir*, ut de eo ex Dioge^e scribit Malchus^ 9ii« 
dc mos ortus ut his qui ccetu.Pythagoreorum esse^it ojecti, cenotaphi^. 
itruerentur, quod Hipparcho cuidam factutn legimus, &c. 

Under the metaphor oi^agUif ^which £y swifUy, and seize upon 
their prey violently, conquerors with th^r armies, axe frequently spo- 
ken of in scripture \ Jer^mial^ Laaouent. iv« 19. says, Our persecutors 
mre swiftsr than •eagles 4 and Hosea, viii. i. says of the king of Assy-i 
jia, He shall come as an eagle against the house of the Lord ^because 
sbey have transgressed his cosjenant* Ezekiel, xvii. g. pronounces a 
|iarable under the same figuse ; Tbtss saith the Lord^ A great eagle ^ 
wtb great wings full of feather s^ cams -untp Lebanon^ and took the 
bigbest branah of the cedar ; which the prophet thus explains, ver. i^ 
Behold the king ^ Babylon is come to Jerusalem^ aod hath taken the 
bingthfiT^of 

ISTor^Qust it be forgotten, that when Moses, Deut. xxviii. 49, &c, 
threatens the Jews with the destruction of their nation, if they would 
«K>t hearken unto the words of the Lord, the description of the cak- 
mities with which he threatens them, answers so exactly in the mo'^t 
material parts to the final destruction of that people by the pvcmans, 
that this seems to have'been chiefly and principally in the intention 
of the prophet \ and there the destroying army is spoken of under this 
very emblem of an eagle j The Lord shall bring a nation against thee 
from far^ from the end of the earthy as svoift as the eagle Jlicth \ a 
Mtttion whose language thou sbalt not undfr standi 

TIi« 
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$. Of the temple. 

3. The coming of false christa and false prophets, 
magicians, and sorcerers, leading the people to the 
desarts. 

4. Famines, 

The sense of the proverb then is this ; wheresoever the wicked Jews 
are, there will the Roman eagles, the destrojing armies, follow them ; 
and whithersoever they fly, ruin and desolation will overtake them. 

Christ had been foretelling to his disciples the destruction of the 
Jewish natkm, and the vengeance which he was to fake upon them 
tor their obstinate refusal of him and his doctrine. Hiis he expressed 
by tie coming tfihg Son of Man \ and he told them many particulars 
of what was to happen before, and at lhat great day of visitation. A- 
nong othen he acquainted them that there would be some impostors, 
who should set up themselves for the Christ, or Messiah t>f t^ |ewt : 
When/are^ says he, if they ^heH say unto youi BehM be is kl At J^ 
iart^ go nosforib / bebM be is in the secret €bnmbers^ beOene it noi : 
i. e. none but fake christs wUl be found there« The tme coming of 
Christ will be of anoth^ nature ^ not witb observation^ Lulee xvii« 20. 
not with a display of his person, but of his power in the vengeance 
which he is to take upon the Jews ; not restrained to the desart or 
thc^chamben, not confined to holes and comers, nor to any <one part o£ 
Judea, but extended through cveiy province of it 5 for as the iigbt^ 
nirtg^ says he, eometh out of the eait^ and shinetb even vnto the "west^ 
so sbali also the coming of the Son of Man be^ u e. as exten^ve and u- 
niversal over the land, as the lightnuig shines *, the comparison being 
brought in to shew, not so much its swiftness, as its wide extent and 
compass 'y for wheresoever the carcase, &c. In St Luke when our 
Lord had been describing this calamity which was to befol the Jews, 
his disciples asked him, VPhere, Lordf where shall this happen ? to 
which he replied, Wheresoever the body is, thither wHi the eogfes be 
gathered together^ If then his words contain any direct answer to the 
question, they must be understood as pointing out the place and ex- 
tent of the calamity. 

This prophecy was pronounced by our Saviour ntax forty years, and 
recorded by St Matthew near thirty years, before the event was to 
take place* And, for the literal accomplislmient of it, we have ^le 
authority of Josephus. He was a general on the ride of the Jews in 
fhe beginning of thAt wa^, and a prisoner at large in the Roman ar* 

my 
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4. Famines. 

5. Pestilences* 
6* Earthquakes. 

7. Fearful sights^ and great signs from heaven. 

8. TIk? 

my during the rest of it : he was a party concerned In much of the ca- 
hnkky of hi^coontrymen, and an eye--mtnes6 to almost all dFk* And« 
beades 'dxts, it is to be considered, that If he ever had heard of this 
propAieey, ivhich k is probable he had not, yet as he was a Jew by t«li- 
gion, and a Jewish priest too, he is tfherefere -a witness not to be sus- 
pected of patttalrty in this case, and was erery way qualified to give us 
an exact history of those times *, which he has accordingly done, by de- 
ScriUng very punctually aH the p art i cula rs of that terrible destruction. 

From Hs account it may be obsertvd, that t^e Roman army en- 
tered into Jadea on ^n east side of it, and carried on their -conquests 
westwaid, as if not only the extcnwveriess of die itan, but the vtiy 
route, which the army would take, was intended in the comparison of 
the fightrang coming out of the east, and shining even unto the west. 

in the course of his history, he gives us a very particular account of 
the prodigious numbers of such as were slain in Judea properly so call- 
ed, in Samaria, the two Galilecs, and the region beyond Jordan : and 
lie confirms the prophecy of Christ by making a remarkable observa- 
tion to this purpose, that there was net any the feast part of Ju^ea^ 
nxAkh ^ii not partake of the calamities of the capitoi city \ B. J. v. 3. 
There, at Jerusalem, the last and finishing" stroke was given to the 
Tinn of the church and 4tate ; for after a long and sharp siege, in 
which &mine killed as many as the sword, in which the judgments of 
lieayen 'appe a red as vinbly as the fury of nan, in which intestine fac- 
tions helped on the desolatkyn which the foreign armies completed, 
Jenoalem was at last taken, not then a city, but a confused mass of 
Tuins, affording a sadder scene of calamity than the worid had ever 
seen, and exactly fueling the words of Christ, Mat, xxiv. 2t. Then 
shall he great trihutationy such as was not since the beginning of the 
^ujorU unto this time^ iw, nor ever shaUhe, To ^hich Josephus bears 
express testimony, and says that the calamities yf aH nations from the 
hegi/mmg of the world were exceeded by those which hefelhis country m. 
mem on fhis occasion^ B. J. i. 1. 

Christ foretold, Ant Jemsalera should be encompassed tmth armies^ 
Luke TSL. 20. and accordingly k was besieged and taken by the Ro« 
snanf 5 a circumstance which had no necessary connection with the 

revolt 
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8. The persecution of the Apostles. 

9. The apostasy of some Christians. 

10. A preservation of the faithful, 

1 1 . Tlie spreading of the gospel through the Roman 
world. 

12. The 

revolt and conquest of Judea : For at the time when Christ spake this, 
the Roman govenior resided in that city, and had troops there sufE- 
cient to keep it in obedience ^ whence it was more probable^ that Je- 
rusalem would have continued in a quiet subjection to the Romans, 
whatever teoubks might be raised in other parts of the Jewish domi- 
nions. 

He foretold, that the Roman ensigns, called the abominatiomofJe' 
jolation, ver. 15. should be seen Uamiing (n tbe bolyplacf^ or temple : 
an event not to be foreseen by human skill, because very unlikely to 
happen. The great care which the Jews took at other times not to 
defile that holy place, and the small strength which it had to defend 
them long from the Roman aims, as they had twice experienced in 
the memory of man, were both circumstances, which, in all human ap- 
pearance, would have kept them from the rash experiment. And yet, 
agdnst all probability, they fled to the temple, and there made a last 
and desperate resistance. Having thus defiled it with their own arms, 
they made it necessary for the Romans to follow them into the sanc- 
tuary \ so that they took it by storm, and of consequence caused their 
military ensigns to be snn stunding there* 

Christ foretold, Matt. xxiv. 2. that when the temple should be ta- 
ken, tbert should not be lefi iber^ onf stone upon anotber that sbouU 
not he thrown down. And yet the building was so magnificent, that 
it was esteemed for cost, for art and beauty, one of the wonders of the 
world \ whence it was natural to expect, that the Romans, according to 
their usual custom amidst their conquests, would endeavour to preserve 
it safe and entire. And Josepbus, fi, J. vi. 2, 4. tells us, that Titus la- 
boured with all his power to save it, but that his soldiers, as if moved 
imff^im c^r by a divine impulse, would not hearikCn to his positive 
and repeated orders, but set fire to every part of it, till it was entirely 
consumed } and then the ruins were removed, and the soil on which 
it stood was ploughed up, and not one stone left upon another. See 
Drusius and Calmet on Matt. xxiv. 2. and Laghtfoot^s Hor^e Hehr. 
<m tbe same text, where he quotes for proof of this the Tannitb of 

Maimonides^ 
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19. The Roman standards defiling the holy place. 

13. The city encompassed with armies, \vall§, and 
trenches. 

14. The retiring of the Christians to the moun- 
tains. 

15.Tlie 

Maimonides,, c. 4. Jo^ephus indeed, in B« J. vii. i. speaking of the 
temple, says only tbat it was demolished, without expressly telling us 
that the foundations of it were digged up. And yet it seems probable, 
that some parts at least of those foundations were digged i^>, from what 
he says there in the following chapter concerning one Simon. He lived 
n Jerusalem, in the upper part of it, near to the temple , and, when 
the city was taken, he endeavoured to escape by letting himself down 
with some of his companions into a cavern j where, when they had dig- 
ged but a little way for themselves, he crept out from underground in 
that very place where the temple had before stood. 'ITier^fore either 
he crept out in that hollow v^here the foundation had stood ^ or, if it 
was in any other part of the temple, the foundations must have been 
removed there at least where he worked his way through the ground 
from the outside to the inside of the temple. 

To these circimistances we may add the time : This gemration shell 
noi pass axvayj tiii all these things be fulfilled ^ytx. 34. and again, 
Mat. xvi. 28. There be same standing here^ who shall not taste of 
death till they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom; pointing out to 
his hearers, that this train of calamities was not to come upon the Jews 
immediately, nor yet so late but that some then living should see the 
accomplishment of his prophecies. The fixing of this circumstance 
had no connection with any ^ing which might serve for the founda- 
tion of human conjecture. 

He also foretold, that the gospel of his kingdom should he preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all nations^ ver. 14. before this 
end of the Jewish state should come ) than which no circumstance 
was less likely in all human appearance to happen, if we consider the 
time when this prophecy was delivered j for we find that within two 
days afterwards, as himself foretold, Mat. xxvi. 2, nnd 31. ail his dis» 
ciples forsook him and fled upon his being apprehended. It could not 
be expected that they who had deserted bis person when alive, would 
fulhere to his cause after his death, and with so much steadiness and 
i:ourage, as to preach a crucified Jesus in spite of all opposition thro' 

aU 
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15. The greatest tribulation that ever was koown* 

16. The time when these things dK>uld liappen. 
'17- TIic comparative happiness of the barren wo- 
men, when a mother killed and eat her own child. 

IS. Wars and rumours of wars, nation rising against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 

19. The sea and the waves roaring* 

20. Tlie dispersion of the captive Jews tlirou^i all 
nations. 

21. The continuance of the desolation. 

22. A shortening of the days of vengeance, for the 
sake of the Elect. ' 

All which things came to pass. 

To binng about this great event, and to certi- 
fy posterity of its truth, God raised up an illustrious 
and worthy prince to accomplish it, and an il- 
lustrious historian to record it, to record the tilings of 
which he was an eye witness, and in which he had 
boi*ne a considerable share. 

Vespasian was lifted up from obscurity to the cm* 
pire, he was strangely spared, and promoted, and era* 
ployed by Nero who hated him. If he had not put 
an end to the civil wars, and to the great calamities 
of the empire, Jerusalem would not have been destroy- 
ed at the time foretold by Christ. Lucem caUgantired" 
didit mundo^ says Q. Curtius, speaking most probably 
of Vespasian, X. 9. 

Josephus assured Vespasian that he and his son Ti- 
tus should be emperors after Nero, and some others, 
wlio should reign only a short time, B. J. iii. 8. Umis 

ex 

dl the nations of the then known earth* Aad yet this thegr di4 
witji greftt success, so that St Paul could say to the Colossians wkh 
truth, that the gospel was come unto them, as it was in all the wwUi, 
L6. 
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€x mlnSiuA Cajrtiois Jasephus^ cum €oi^uxretur in vinein^ 
la, ccmianimime assevermxijbre ut ai eodem brevi sol^ 
tereiuriverumjamimperatore^ SviCtan.Veyf.6. Whea 
iastsphtfi made this declaration there was no appear* 
anee of such an event. He says that he liad received 
the knowledge of these things in a dream, which vras 
accounted by the Jews to be a lower degree of pro- 
phecy, and to have been sometimes granted to tliem, 
after the prophetic qffiaius had ceased at the death of 
Malachi. Josephus says tliat Hyrcanus had been fa- 
voured with such kind of revelations. Ant. xiii. 12. 
Bell. Jttd. 1.2. He records a prophetic dream of his 
own, in his Life, sect. 42. He mentions also strange 
deliverances vouchsafed to himself from seemingly un- 
avoidable destruction, B. J. iii. 8. He had taken 
shelter in a cave with forty desperate persons, who 
were determined to perish rather than to yield, and 
who proposed to pay him the compliment of killing 
him first, as the most honourable man in the company. 
When he could not divert them from their frantic re* 
solution of dying, he had no other refuge than to en- 
gage tliem to draw lots who sliould be killed, the one 
afler the other, and at last only he and another re- 
mained, whom he persuaded to surrender to the Rod- 
mans. I would not willingly be imposed upon, or 
impose ujwn the reader ; but 1 leave it to be consi- 
dered whether in all this there might not be something 
extraordinary, as both Vespasian and Josephus were 
designed and reserved tor extraordinary purposes, to 
assist in fulfilling and justifying the prophecies of Da- 
niel and of our Lord. Tlie same providence which rai- 
sed up and conducted Cyrus, and prescribed tlie rash* 

Macedonian 

* I caH htm rash, because he exposed his own person too much ^ 
for his enterprise, though very bold, was perhaps neither rash nor 
rashly conducteda 
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Macedonian conqueror from perishing, till he had o« 
verthrown the Persian empire, that the. prophecies 
inight be accomplished, might take the Roman em* 
peror and the Jewish writer under a singular protection 
for reasons of no less importance. The historian was 
on all accounts a proper person to deliver these things 
to posterit)^ and one to whom the Pagans, the Jews, 
and the Christians could have no reasonable objection. 
He was of a noble iamily, he had enjoyed the advan- 
tage of a good education, he had acted in the war sis 
a general, he had much learning, singular abilities, a 
feir character,- and a great love for his own country. 
The service which he has done to Christianity was on 
his side plainly undesigned, he never . gives even the 
remotest hint that tlxe Jews suffered fqr rejecting the 
Messias. His book had the approbation of Vespasian 
and Titus, Herod and Agrippa *, and of several per- 
sons of distinction, and he v^ranted not adversaries who 
would have exposed him if he had advanced untruths ; 
so that though in some other points he might have 
been capable of deceiving, and of being deceived, yet 
as to the transactions of his own times, he must pass 
in general for a candid, impartial, accurate writer, and 
has passed for such in the opinion of the most compe- 
tent judges. 

But tjiough we are indebted to him for several par- 
ticulars, which sui-prisingly agree with the predictions 
of Christ, yet the destruction of the Jewish state rests 
not upon his single authority, but upon^tncient histo- 
ry and general consent, and is a feet which never was 
questioned. 

' What Josephus says concerning the outrageous wic- 
kedness and strange infetuation of many of the Jews, 

must 

* Contr. Apion, i. j^. 
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most be true ; the facts related by him sufficiently 
shew it : but the reason for which he dwells so much 
on a subject so disagreeable to one who loved his na- 
tion, seems to have been this ; he knew not how to 
account otherwise for God's giving up his own people 
to such calamities, and seeming to fight against them 
himself, and he was afraid of consequences which Pa- 
gans and Christians would draw from it against the 
Jewish religion, Cicero, because it served his pur- 
pose, had inferred from the calamities which in his 
days befel the Jews, that they wei'e a nation not ac- 
ceptable to the Deity. Sianiibus Hierosolifums^ paca- 
iis^tte Judms^ iamen isiorum religio sacrorum a splendo- 
re hiijas imperii^ graoiiate nomims nostril inajorum iwfti^ 
iuiis^ abhon-ebai : nunc vera hoc magis^ quod ilia gens^ 
quid de imperio nosiro seniiret, asiendit arnds : quam ca- 
ra diis immot^alibus essei, docui^^ quod est victa, qnod 
ehcata^ quod servata. Pro Flacco,. 28 • Some would 
read serva. DrThiriby conjectured servit: and I find 
it so cited by Hammond, in his notes on Revel, xiii. 5. 
' In his Ataiquities he takes too ^reat liberties with 
sacred histoiy, and accommodates it too much to the 
taste of the Gentiles, which yet probably he did to re- 
commend his oppiessed and unhappy nation to the fa- 
vour of the Greeks and Romans* There are few of 
his suppressions, or alterations, or embellishments, for 
which a prudential reason might not be assigned. Ie 
his History he shews an instance of his art, in compli- 
menting Titus witliout saying an untruth ; he relates 
that Titus engaged with the Jews, who had made a 
sally and fought des])erately, and that Titus himself 
slew twelve of their bravest men, who' headed the rest. 
He says not hpw he slew them ; but Suetonius tells 
-OS, that Titus, at the siege of Jerusalem, shot twelve 
... .of 
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of tl>e foremost of tbe ei^m'te» with so many arrowy. 
The circumstances give great reason to suppose tliat 
both relate the same story* 

Kai SoSfxa (ilf olvtoc rm «'fo^«;(&r ara4j>eft. €i ipse fuidem 
^ternit duodecim adversi agmma propugnaioi^es* B* J* 
V, vt. 6. 

Nacisshna Hierosohjpiorum oppugnatione^ daodeeim 
propugnatores toiidem saggitarum cw^ecit ictibus. Sue- 
ton- 2&. 5. 

The history of the Jewish war by Josephus seems to 
be a commentary upon the prophecies of Christ. Jose- 
phus, amongst otherparticulars, gives a distinct account 
of thejearfui sig/Us, <mdgrea$ signs from heaven^ which 
preceded tlie destruction of Jerusalem, and Tacitus has 
confirmed the narration of Josephus. If Christ had not 
expressly foretold this, many who give little heed to por- 
tents,, and who know that historians have been top 
crc^tulons in that poiiit, would have sitspected that 
Josephus exaggerated, and that Tacitus was mis- 
informed ; but as the testimonies of Josephus and Ta- 
citus confirm die predictions of Christ, so the predic- 
tions of Christ confirm the wonders recorded by these 
liistoiians. 

Let us proceed to shew, that the predictions of 
Christ were extant before the destmction of Jerusa- 
lem, before A. D. 70. for this is the important point. 
The books and epistles of the New Testament were writ- 
ten by disciples of Christ, or their companions. Wo can- 
notsu}>posetliatany persons, of wluteverabilities, could 
have forged them after the decease of the apostles, for» 

These writings * contain various and numerous in- 
cidents of time, place, persons, names, and things ; 
occasional discourses, dififerences of style, epistles in 

answer 

* Discourse vi. on the Cbrxstian Religion 
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itiMrer to eptstles, and passages cited from those which 
they answer, directions and observations suited to the 
8tat3tt of several churches, Seeminj^ contiudictions, and 
real difficulties which might have easily been avoided, 
thiiigs mentioned Which worldly considerations would 
have suppressed, and things omitted which inventiorr 
and imagination might have supplied ; a cliaracter of 
Christy arising fi*om his wards and actions, of a most 
singular kind, left to its intrinsic merits and aided by 
no art ; and in the writings of St Paul, sentiments 
wrarm, pMhetic, and coming frosn the heart ; particula-^ 
rikies in each gospel anikable to the character, know** 
ledge, situation, and circumsfeances of each evangelist^ 
Sit. &c. 

The forgers of these things, if they were sueh, must 
have equalled Father Harduxn's * atlieistical monks of 
the thirteenth century, who, according to his fiuitas- 
tiod accCHint, in an age of ignorance and barbarity, 
surpMSed in abilities all the ancients and moderns, tbr^ 
ged the latin and Greek authors whom we call classi- 
cal, and were not only great poets, orators^, gramma- 
rianSy linguists, and knaves, biit great mathema- 
ticians,, chronologers, astronomers, geographers, and 
critics,, and capable of inserting, in their proper 
places^ names and accounts of men, rivers, cities^ 
and regions, eclipses of the sun and moon, A- 
thenian archons, Attic months, Roman consuls^ and 
olympiads, all which happy inventions have been since, 
confirmed by astronomical calculations and taUes^ 
voyages, inscriptions, fasti capitolini^ fragment»y ma- 

nuscfipts,' 

• HtMtom^ erauness oonsktefi in rejtcting wlrat all At woiid re- 
ceived ; tlte opposite foll^ to t?irich is the recnvmg what aU th« 
worUl rejt€l6. * 

VOL. I. 
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nuscrq^ts, and a diligent comparing of authors with 
each otjier. 

There is not one page in the New Testament, whicb 
affords not internal characters of being composed by 
men who lived at the time when the things happened 
which are there related. This is as evident, as it is 
that the noble English historian, who wrote an account 
of the troubles in the time of Charles the First, was 
himself concerned in those transactions. The discour«» 
ses of Christ, as I have observed elsewhere, are always 
occasional, and full of allusions to particular inci- 
dents. The historical parts of the New Testament, 
and the travels of Christ and of his apostles correspond 
with the accounts and descriptions which may ba 
collected from other authors. In the judgment which 
Pilate passed upon Christ, the rules of the Roman 
law were observed *. What is accidentally mentioned 
concerning the behaviour of Felix and GaHio, and 
some others, agrees with the character which Roman 
writers have given of them. There are endless parti* 
cularities of this kind which might be produced. A 
man of very ordinary abilities, who relates various^ 
things of which he has been an ear and an eye-witness> 
is under no difiiculty or pain : but a forger, if he had' 
the abilities of an angeL, whose imagination must sup- 
ply 

* M. Huber remsTqae fort Inen, qtt^ parok, pftr toutes les circon* 
stances da jugement de Pilate, qui tootes les regies du Droit Romainr 
y furent ex«ct«meot observto ; ct que cela peut nous convdncre de*' 
la verit^ de oette histoira. Des gens du petit peuple parmi les Joifs, 
tels qa'^ieot les Evangelistes, ne pouvoient pas ^tre si bien instruits- 
de cda ; cit s^Ds ne I'avoicnt apprise de t^moins oculaires, ils n^auroi- 
ent janais pa la raconter, comme ils out fait, sans dire quelque chose- 
qpi se trouvcxoit contrure ^ Pusage des gouvemcurs, dans les provin- 
ces Rfloukics. Le XUeft^ Bibl. aoc et mod. T«sdii< g. 400. See alf» 
so ifjv^r, Dissert*, 
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j^ly him widi materials, can never write in sttch a man-« 
ner, and if he has tolerable sense, will avoid entering 
into such a minute detail, in which he must perpetu-* 
ally expose his ignorance and his dishonesty4 

Christ began to preach when he was about thirty 
years of age, and the Jews from his countenance judg-* 
ed him to be more advanced in life *. He chose apos 
tics, some of whom were married^ one was employed 
in a public office, and most were probably as old as 
himself, if not older. If they had not been cut off 
by martyrdom, yet few of them, in the course of na- 
ture, would have survived the destniction of Jerusa- 
lem, A. D. 70. which was about 74 years after the 
birth of Christ. Ecclesiastical history assures us that 
St Peter and St Paul died before that time ; and Christ 
had told Peter that he should be put to death in his 
old age. 

History informs us, that St John lived long after 
the destmctibn of Jerusalem, and Christ had given an 
intimation that he should see that event, for he said 
once to his disciples, There be some standing here wlio 
shcdl not taste of death tilt they see the Son of Man cam-' 
mg in his kingdom ; and afterwards, when Peter was 
desirous to know what should befal John^ Christ re- 
plied, Ifl will that he tarry till I come^ what is that to 
thee? 

St John had seen the three gospels, for he wrote his 
own as a supplement to them, which appears plainly 
in the harmony of the Evangelists, He omits tliese, 
predictions of Christ, though he was present at that • 
discourse, of which omission the most probable reason 
Is, that the other three had mentioned diem. 

D 2 Matthew, 

John viii. 57* 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



S3 tSM Altlll QN 

Matthew, Mark, anU Luke, relate, that when the 
Jews Gtme to seize Cbiist, n dmrlple drew his aword^ 
and wounded o&e of them* John alone: nainei hiow 
and says that it wa3 Smdn Feter. The cause of their 
silence is obvioas ; Peter was Uirtn^ when they wrote, 
and they suppressed his name ft)r several reaaoiiB» bat 
when John wrote, Peter was dead. 

The three first evangelista make xio mention of tho 
resunnection of Lazarus, perhaps test the Jew8» who 
bad consulted to put him to d^ath> shmiid aasaannate 
him. When St John wrote, it ia probable that he wma 
dead, and tiierefore lie gave a particular acotnmt of 
that resurrection « 

There is reaaon to thmk, thikt St John also might 
compose a part at least of hia gospel a iittli) b^)re the 
destrtuction of Jerusalem, aiuce he speaks of tlie porches 
of Bethesda as standing*, v. 2, though this a^Oijilta 
not to a full and conclusive pi^oof, and may be a small 
inaccuracy of style, or, it may be» those porches re-' 
mained undemolished* 

St Luke ends his bi^ory of tlie ApQ$t)e9 with St 
PauPs dwellifiig at Rome lor two years, A. D» €5, He 
meattons nothing tartfam*, and therefore probably wrote: 
tliQ Acts befcore the dMth ^ tliat apoatie : and hfl ree- 
fers us to his own gospel » as to a book which he had 
published before. 

Ecctesi^ticflil history f infbrmd ua> that Mark^ gos- 
pel had the approbation of Pet^, and that Mark waa. 
instnicted fay him, which opinion seems fiMmwhat ia«^ 
voured by the narration of Peter's fall and repentance^ 
Matthew and Luke say, that htiaepthittepttfi Marksaya 

only 

^''ZTi M — M^v^'^^ ^Hy X, wliich is ia some few copiM, is pro^- 
babl^ the emendation of a critic. 

f Eiueb. ii. 15. ^ , 
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i^\f^ he 9ept^ but ? epresctits his crime in strdnger 
tttm tafttn LokB. Matthew relates at large ti^e com- 
mendatidii and the ccamnission whick Christ gave to 
Peter : Blessed m^t thou, Simon Batjona : for jleji and 
VmA hatk moi reveded ii undo ihee^ but my Faiher wJuch 
is w heaoen. And I soif also nnio thee^ that thorn art Pa-^ 
ier^ and Upon this rook I xdll buifd my churchy and the 
gates of heU shall not ptepail against it. And I wi/sgiue 
mUo. tkes ' the h^s of' tlie kingdom, ^fhemen ; atnd what- 
^oeoer thou skak hind an earthy shall be bound in hsm^en; 
mmd mha^aeeoei' ihou^ shali loose on earthy shall b$ Iqos^ 
m heaven^ xvi. \7. Mark oimts it, viii. 29« 

St Peter, who died befoire A. D. 70. ti)entioned tl^ 
^pproadiing ruin of Jerasaleop^ in the Acts of the A- 
•fMMttes*, and ia ki» own epistles *jr, as the be$t com- 
mentators agree ; and so does St James X^ and St P^u) |{, 
and the autiicar of the epistle to thd Heli>rew9^. 

Papias 

* ^ And I witt skew wm»An$ » heaven abOTt* ftn4 agn« in tlie 
Mtth bcBQftth, blood, tiad 6r0, axul pillars of smoke. The sun shall he 
tosned into dad^ness^ and the moon into bloody before that great and 
terrible day of the Lord come. And It shall com^ to pass, that whosoe- 
ver shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall be saved.^' Aots ii. 19. 

f ^ But the elid of ttW tbin^i is m h^ndv-^The time is come, that 
jod^tM moM Wgbb at the.kdOtt of Gud. And if it fitst b^gln with 
OS) what will be the end of them that obey not the gospel of God ? 
Axid iC the righteous scarcely be saved, wherd diall the ungodly and 
the sinner appear ?** 2 Pet, iv» 7. 

X * Go to nowy ye rich men, weep and howl for the miseries that 
shaO com^ Updn ydu.— Be patietft, therefore, btethreii, tinto the com* 
tng of ofxt Lofd^—For tha^oming of the Lord draweth nigh.^^Tbe 
Judge Mamdblkbdfi>s6lliddMir,*^>niics1r. u 

|l**TheUrfktthwi4*rPhiLiv. 1. '*Ta fill up their SIM al- 
ways \ for wrath is come upon them to the uttermost/^ i Thess. xu 
16. *' The day of the Lord cometh as a thief in ths night,'* &c. 
a l^h^ts. V. 3« The same event is abo pdtluip* alkid^d to, 1 Jhess. 
i. 6. iatc. and a Thess. ii. 2. ^T. 

% '< Ye have ueed of paticiiee that<4^'c migbt rcceivtt the pr^mise^ 
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Papias conversed with the disciples of the aposfleB 
about the beginning of the second century. He speaks 
of t\ie gospels of Matthew and Mark as extant, and 
written by them *• 

Justin Martyr^ A. D. 150. mentions the gospels as 
universally received and read in the congregations in 
his time. He must have conversed with Christians 
who were old men, and fron) them have learned that 
tlie gospels were extant when they were young. * o/ 

Atos-oxoi (says he) if rol^ yuc/M^oic iw airw iwfAfnifMvvifumny 
a KOKetrat Evftiyexia, ur«ic <rafeS»Kdtr-~And again, T« osro- 
fivfff/iWiVfjLala TQf 'Amrih^w dtVotyirfiMxtrai. ApoU 1 • And 

his citations from the four gospels, from the epistles 
of St Paul, and from the Revelation, shew to a de^ 
monstration that he b^d them as we now have them, 
.in the main. 

In the interval between A. D. 70* and Justin, arc 
the authors called apostolical, as Clemens^ Hermasj 
Barnabas^ Ignaiii^, These authors make use of some 
of the gospels and epistles, and allude to them ; whidi 
makes them highly valuable, and serviceable to the 
Christian cause. We cannot suppose that they had 
the inclination, we Qiay positively affirm that they had 
not the capacity to forge them, Their own writings 
prove it. 

Barnabas^ in his Epistle^ makes use of Matthem^ 
Luke^ Joktif and the Epistle to the Ramans. 

Clemens t in his^rst Epistle^ makes mention of Sf Paul's 
Epistle to tie Corinilaans^ and tak^ passages from 
Matthew^ Mark^ Lake^ Acts, Romans^ 1 and 3 Coring 
fhiansy PJulippians^ 1 Thessahniatis^ Ephemns^ I and 3 

of 

fot yet a little while, and he that shall come, vrill come,*' 6v» Kebt 
r £p8(b« EcpL Hist. ill. §9. sBiJl^m^ 
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jdfPeier, 1 Ttmothif^ I ami 3 oi John^ H&oelaiians^ and 
particularly from the Epistle to the Hebrews. He also 
*speaks of die martyrdom of Peter and Paul. 

In his second Epistle^ if it foe his, there are passages 
from Matthew^ Luke^ 1 Corinthians^ and Hebrews. 

HemiBS says, i. 8. Jurttoit Domintssper Filium suum : 
Qm denegaveritjliium Sf se — ^* ipsi denegaturi sunt itium 
^—^irom Matth. x. S3. . 

I. 6. Cum ergo venerk trihu/atia^ propter dtvitias suii^ 
^ negotiationes^ abnegant Dominum — ^ftiom Matt. xiH . 9 1 . 

I. 9. Videte ergo vos qui ghriamni in dtvitOs^ nefor^ 
ie ingemscant ii qui egemly 4* gemitus eorum ascendat ad 
Damnum — ^firom James v. 4. 

Ih. Qui mmatis primas consessus ; fit>m Matt, xxiii. 
6. MeUus erat Wis tion nasci. from Matt. xxvL 94. 

II. Mand. v. Spiritus sanctus^ qui in te est^ angustia^ 
Utur ; SxQm Ephes. ir. 30.' 

Si resistis Diaboio^Jugiet a te ; from Janues Jr. 7. 

II. Mand. vi. ^cCiinV rnKpfm roy.lvfoi/Mnr cSvat Jiii ifr^ 
xtTwr from James iv.. 19. 

Such references should have been marked in the e- 
ditions of the apostolical fatliers. 

In the apost^ical c&nstituiions also, and in the recog- 
nitions and the homilies, af Fseudo^Ciemems there are 
many passages taken fr^m the New Testament; but 
as these books are not so ancient as they pvetend to 
be, I pass them by for the present, $ind shall pay my 
respects to them in another place. 

Tlie numerous and large citations frcm -die LXX^ 
:and the New Testament, in Xiit Constitutions^ areiiow- 
^ver so far useful, that they help to shew how those 
places stood in the copies of the fourth century, and 
ped)^ somewhat earlier. 

D 4 JgfMftius, 
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Papias conversed with the disciples of the apoeticB 
about the beginning of the second century. He speaks 
of t|ie gospels of Matthew and Mark as extant, and 
written by them *. 

Justin Martjfr^ A. D. 150. mentions tb^ gospels as 
universally received and read in the congregations in 
his time. He must have conversed with Christians 
who were old men, and fron^ them have learned that 
tlie gospels were extant when they were young, o/ 

Afro^oKoi (says he) iv ro7^ yirofjuufoic Cir avrw iwpfjartfMvvifiMfw^ 
a KOKeirai EveLfyikieL, Sroc «raftS«it«r — ^And again, Ta flwrd- 
fitYifjLonvfjLCtld TQv 'AvTOfoKm afayitoaxiTOLi, Apol. 1 . And 

his citations from the four gospels, fiom the epistles 
of St Paul, and from the Revelation, shew to a de^ 
monstradon that he had them as we now have them, 
in the main, 

In the interval between A. D, 70. and Justin, are 
the authors called apostolical, as Clemens^ Hermas^ 
Barnabas^ Ignaiiifs. These authors make use of some 
of the gospels and epistles, and allude to them ; whicih 
makes them highly valuable, and serviceable to the 
Christian cause, We cannot suppose that they had 
the inclination, yfe flfiay positively affirm that they had 
not the capacity to forge them, Their own writings 
prove it. ? i.. 

Bamabasy in his Epistle^ makes use 'of ifyltit^ 
Lttke^ John^ and the Epistle to the Rumam^ 

Clemens^ in hisj4>A/ Epistk\ makes mention of S/ Pmfs 
Epistle fa the Corinifmm^ and takes passages from 
Matthewy Mark, Luke, Ads, Romuns, I and 9 C^mt^ 
fhiansy PJulippicm^ I Tlmssukmunsj Ephesiam, I mul y 

_^f 

For yet ^, KtUe while, md he that ibmll come, willi 
»36. 
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Jgnatiu»^ who in his old age, suffered under Trajfn, 
about A. D. 107. an^ who was cMtempoiary with 
the apostles, in his genuifie ^tstledfriludes to thegfwh 
pels of Matikew^ of Z«Arf, and of John; FauPs ^rsf 
Epistle to the Corinthians^ thpse tx> the Cotwhnsj G0-, 
lotions^ Philifipians^ and Ephemons^ t^ie^^l Efikfle of 
Peter^Scc, 

Besides the places which are referred to ill the mair 
gin qf the F^ffres JjmfoUti% I have qbaeryed several, 
upon a cursory perusal, tQ wh}cbf I am sensible, more 
might be added. 

Ignatius ad Ephes. fu^nlaX 'i/lu Bt^. 6rani Ephes* V* K 

lb. er aifjioili 0e». perhaps from Acts xx. 86» 

from Ephes. v. 2. 

lb. ii. iteUfjim ifiZv. from Philem. 90. 

lb. iv. fAtKvf i/lac TV i/i| 0U/7V. fix>ni ^ihe$» v. 30. 

lb. V. « )il W ^ Itvtif^ wftvivxji Toactvriri' /^X*"* *Xf' P^^* 
)iaps from Jame(» v. 16. or Mat. xviii. 1% 20. 

lb. ix. — tJioi rav iiotlfoc— ^/c AoXo/tiir'— from Ephes* iu 

go. 

lb. xiii. m0c Se ocya^n. from 1 Tim. i. 6. 

lb. xiv. (ifiHtif mvwwif %ii mfoi, S i^ctxi/la fgi orou* K«\0f 
TO UouDteur, w h iiifm mom. from Mat. V. 19« vii.. 91. 

lb. XV. h^ir xdcr6ar«i t0v Kv/9i0iNr^perhap from IfeA. iv^. 
19, IS. or ii^^/. ii. 23. or from other plaoes. 

lb. xvii. rovifxo/lH tv ctlw^f r^vu. fiom JipAipxiv. 30. 
and Ephes. ii. 9. 
. lb. ^if 9JxMuxt/lt(rnifAif. from jRom. vii. 23. 

lb. xix* fiwifiob^'^i'^ii if ifavftfJlir*^fron> 1 Tim. iii. 
16. 

lb« XX. hm if}6$ nxo/lic. from 1 Cor. x. 17- 

lb. xxi. iV;^a7oc »r r»r txcf crirfr. from 1 CW". XV.^ 9t 

^ Afo*. XX. 96, 97r 
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lb. xii. Ignatius takes notice -of & PauVs epistle to 
the Ephedam^ atid of his martyrdom ; and as he was 
writing to the same churdi^ he often alludes, as you 
sec, to the apostle^s letter. 

Ad Magnes. i. iyiwvii, S< vXir xFfoxixpiTou. from 1* Car, 
xiii. 13. 

lb. iii.~w»7£/>ric»r rag/y. — pefhapsfrom 1 Tim. iv. 12. 

lb. V. etc Tor 't%ov totov. from Acts i. 25. 

lb. ilnr- x»fo^^1Si>et. perhaps from Rev. xiii. It. 

lb. til. — <?<■ vSc, fii<t €A9r?c— ^from Ephes. iv. 3, 4, 5^ 6. 

lb. VI 11. « KOiloi rifiov l^afAtv, o/jLo\oyvjucir ^dfiv lAfi eiKn^ifOU. 

horn Gal. v. 4. 

lb. X. uV«f0tT^e r>yV xaitJjV J^J/<wr ttJk vaxoLtoieicrar. from 1 
Cdr. V. 7. 

lb. xiii. xoi%volo6rlri. ivolSff^at, a verb used in the New 
Testament. 

Ad TrafL vii.V'f fw<r/v^trwc. a word often used by St 
Paul. 

lb. viii. fifH&c [^Tt'] ttxjfi TV ^tKfj^i^^iru, from Mat. v. 
«3. 

lb. X. '— tffftref r/r«c— — xl7»^/-^7« r/ ScXi/ta/j r/ iv^oiAtu 
^fiofiaLxntrar; ^. from 1 Cor. xv. 15, 32. 

lb. xi. Jx wnr fvUac Ilalfoc- from Affl/. XV. 13. 

lb. xii. 7ra fin (RixtfAoc tvftBS. from f Cor. ix. 27- 
AdHMtan. ii;— -rv fl-cnprW^wr*/ 0€6r. from 2 TiVw. iv. 6. 

lb. III. rrf ^ fanojuitrdt wfo^xoit^' ri St fxn fiKiirojutra ouJria. 
fh>m2 C(9r. iv. !8. 

lb. vi. rf ^ i^ptxHtat — &c. from Mat. xvi. 26. Btit 
peiliaps this is an interpolation. It is not in the old 
▼ersion. 

lb. vji. i tfio^ efiwc Irettf^arrflt/— •i?X«f Xi {m, ^ Aaxvr ir {//oj-— ^ 

fnm Gaf. vi, 14. John iv. 14. 

lb. ix. €jiV^«. from 1 Cor. xV. 8. 

Ad Pkladeiph. vi. — ?r/ ffa'fiiva rir« — ^from 2 Cor, xii. 
>6. . lb. 
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Ib» ixv auVoc ©r ^vf<t. firom John x, 7. 

lb. X. M TO avTo ywo/jttroic, from 1 CoT. Xi. 20. 

Ad Smym. iii. innifaytf 5 ^wtiriir. fix)ni Acts x. 41. 
lb. iv. — fii waf (tUx^^oLt — -from John Epist. ii. 10- 

Ib. X. T« lifr^jLci fiM^^ i7rou7Xyrinlt, read tirwxyrM%< froiH 

2 Iiw. i. 16. 

lb* vSi 9/u<xc i7rdi7xv9imT<xi Xftri^. from ilforit viii. 38. 
or Luke ix. 26. 

The Epistle to Poiycarp^ which is the last, is also in- 
ferior to the i^est : there is some reason to suspect that 
it is not genuine. 

Ad Phi/adeiph.y.^^-vfefffvyw rZ tiafythi^, ii vofiu'lnti, 
if role iwo^oKOK 6>V vfioCvltfi^ exxxff9/«<. Cotffugiens nd JS" 
vangeiium tanquam ad camem Jesu^ et ad Apastahs ve- 
lut ad Ecclesia: Presbyterium^ S^c. 

QucB verba videt^tur de eoatngelm et dposiqUcis scrip- 
Jis istteliigenda ; itatUhoc veUt Ignatius^ cognascendae 
dkince voluntatis causa, se confugersAd evamgelia, qmlfus 
crederet non secus at^si CAnstus ipse in carne, hoc est, 
in eo statu quojiiit in terris, consjncuuset etiamnum apud 
fiomnes vivens^ eas sermones^ qui in eva^eiiis leguntur, 
ore suo proferret ; turn etiam ad scripta Apostolorum, 
quos habeiat quasi totius Christianoe ecclesise presby te- 
rium, sub Christo ommum Ejnscopo, quod cceius Christie 
anas omnes, q$dd erede$idum sit, doceret. Unde quanti 
fierent libri saeri Novi Tesfam^nti, tdsce temporibus, sa- 
tis liquet. Addit : Sed et Propbetas amamus, quia ip^ 
si nunciarunt, que pertinent ad evangelium3 id i^^- 
rarunt, atque expectarunt. Quoe respidunt Vetus TW- 
tamentum, prout scriptum exstat, nam a&unde Prophet^ 
Ignatio innotescere no^potuerant. Nee ieviter praster^ 
mittendum, ab eo, primo quidem loco. Novi Testamen/i 
scripta, per qu(e Christiani sumus, menmari, qimi ptr- 
Jugi^m suum; secundo vera Veteris Libros, quia ex Us 
Novum confirmari potest. Clericus, Hist. Eccl. p. 567^ 

In 
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In die same epbtle, viii. Ignatius introduces a Jew, 

saying, tit fii er TMC «f;^a/0/c tS^, er rS tvaFytXiQ i ^ttvia. 
J^isi inoenero in aniiquis fvatidti^J EvangeUo non cre-^ 
do. Where see Le Clerc. 

Ad Smtfrm. v. vc in, iirewwf al VfOfnlSau, vS' i vi/iiec Moffi- 
€H9 «xx* iRt fAixi^ ^y' 'TO tvayPextor. Quijbus nec propAeiice per^' 
suasere, nee Atom iex, sed nee Evangelium. He speaks 
of heretics, who denied that Christ had a body, and 
tfaat'he really suffered. How were such people to be 
concerted or confuted ? By the testimony of the a- 
postles, recorded in the New Testament ; of men, who, 
as Igfiatius says, did eat and drink with the Lord, both . 
before and afker his resurrection : consequently EtJo/- 
Tfi^jor in this place means the gospels, the books of the 
New Testament. 

• lb. vH. mfOffiX'^9 S* ro7< flTfof nraK, 4«iftT»c Si ra ivayfiKlf, 
%9 » TO vafloc n/bitf ItliiK^oCt, ^. i ifi^cunc TtJtkuolcLt, Atten" 
dere autem prophetis^ prfedpue autem Evange/io, in qno 
pasmo nobis astensa, et remrrectio perfeda est. 

Thus the shorter epistles of Ignatius allude to the 
writings of the apostles ; but in the larger epistles^ 
which are generally supposed to bo interpolated^ the 
passages of the Old and New Testament are more nu- 
merous, and cited more accurately and directly, and 
sometimes impertinently, as in the Constitutions^ and 
introduced with, Thus saith our Lord — ^llius says 
Paul, and Peter, and Luke, and. Thus say the scrip- 
tures. The apostolical fathers rather allude than cile ; 
and therefore the hand of the forger discovers itself in 
these Utrger epistles. 

Ignatius wrote his letters when he was condemned, 
and chained, and guarded, and conducted by soldiere, 
who were mere brutes, and used him ill ; ol ^ lii^firi- 
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fidt. Qui ei benefich qffecti^ pejof^sjtunt : at ^go^ dop^m 
injurns magis erudhr^ ot^ Ckristi discipuhs fc. Ml 
Rom. V. Wc may justly suppo^, and die word mf. 
ynVfittvot implies it, that the Christians who attended 
this most venerable bishop and martyr, and reported 
to him on hisjonmey to Rome, gav^ money to his 
guards, that they might be permitted to converse with 
him, and to minister to him, and that he might have 
leave to write and send his letters ; and tliis small in- 
dulgence was granted by those ruffians with an ill 
grace, and in an insolent manner. Therefore, it is 
• more probable, that the shorter epistles should be ge- 
nuine than the Im-ger^ with their pomp and parade of 
passages from the Old and New Testament, which 
— secessum scrihentis et otia qucerunt. 
In the interpolated epistles of Ignztius AdBpkes. v. 

\iyet ll ^ i Kuftoc vfoc Twc h^^' o Vjjlw ixiw, IfjS iicier. The 

Lord says to the priests^ He that heareth ^ou, heareth 
me\ &c. from Luke x. 16, A very suspicious phrase ; 
why does this writer call the disciples priests ? 

lb. xii. iyw 6Ka;^/5-or 'lyra'rw^— «T> tv flt?^«7oc*AffcX tS Si- 
jta/v e«c TV ouijlolIoc 'tytaliyt exflt;^rr«c. EgO minimus IgnotiUS 
— minimus a sanguine Abelis Justi usque ad Ignatii sath 
guinem. In this application of scripture there is a va- 
nity, under a feigned modesty, which ill suits with 
this humble and pious martyr, who as yet had not 
shed his blood. 

Ad Magnes. iii, Aarmx /Kir ^ o ^afic, X«Xi«at7nc, yiymn/ci- 
roxoc t£ Bm trrivficili. Daniel entm iile sapiens^ ^im 
duodecim esset annorumy spiritu divino qfiatus est. A 
childish romance ; and what follows is no bett#r. 

AdPhiiad, iv. olif^o/ltc «'«9(Xf;f«r»^oti' r£ Kcu'vaft, 9h^1ihm 
rfl7c ifx^ir. Principes abeyant Ccesartj mSHtes pnntipibu^. 
This sraells of interpolation : IgnatluB addresses hinw 

This 
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9elf Oot to Pag&n9, but to Clui^tians ; and it may be 
questioo6^, whether in his time there were Christian 
offi^T^rs aA4 soldier9 in the Roman army* See Moyle'js 
letter! concerning the Thundering Legion^ whose ar* 
gwnents in belmlf of th^ negative are very strong. 
AdSm^m. v. speaking of heretics, lie says, rill hi-^ 

wlw fMn^ijmi^j fi^^Xf^ ^ ^(icuf^9i»<iv. Nomina vera eorum^ 
^um sint in^delia^ non vi^wn est milu [nunc\ scribere : ei 
v^r^ 49isii am^ ut eorum mcntionemjodam^ douee posni^ 
tentia daconHur. And accordingly, the gexMiine Igna-* 
tins mentions not, I think, die name of any heretic* 
$nt how doQ3 this agree with the catalc^e of heretics 
in the interpolated epistle ad Traiiianos, where he namea 
Simon, Menander^ B^siUdes, the Nicolaitae, Theodo- 
tu«, CioQbulus ? The interpolator seems to have be^n. 
awa^fe of it, %nd therefore he has slyly iaseited a rvp\ 
rvr irx lU^i^t of tkis ti»w I wiU not name them. In the 
^k^rter ^pistlq we kave'^x H^t without the yfr. Ob- 
serve that the nunc is not in the Latin translation join«* 
ed to the interpolated epistles ; but it is omitted or 
dropped by some accident, for it is in the ancient Ija- 
tin version of the interpolated epistles, — non est mihi 
nnnc wnm scribere^ 

•T/^« ^cr rh Bilr, Jic ourm rSn ^x^r ^ KVfm* i^riaxtTrn ll, c^ 
**fX*f**» ®^ «Kw« fofifla' xal^ ^%r to ifX^^* ®^* **^* ^* ^•. 

m^s Solomon^ honour Gad and the king : but I say unto 
you^ Honour God^ as the Author and the Lord of all : and 
the bishop as the fugh^prkst who hears the image of God; 
0fGod^ as he is a ruler ^ and of Christy as he is a priest. 
And qfi^r him hqriQur the Icing; also. . 

Tlie 
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The author of this commandment, in^H probability^, 
was a bishop, but not such a bishop as Ignatius. The 
scripture saifs — but I say — I who am wiser and greater 
than Solomon. A very modest speech truly, and much 
in character, and becoming the meek Ignatius ! Here 
the bishop is equalled, or rather, is preferred to Jesus 
Christ ; for Christ is not supposed to be ifx^f, a Ruler, 
though he be King of Kings j and Lord of' Lords. Af- 
ter this homage is paid to the bishop, leave is given 
to the Christians to honour Csesaf . How condescend- 
ing and gracious, and how well contrived to make the 
Roman emperors very fond of their Christian subjects ! 
But this is altogether in the style of the AposioUcal 
Constitutions. 

lb. He says to those who had shewed him kindness, 

rifiSf HvjMQy *Iirov Xfi^, fioif%fay kv^iTcu fjutr^br. Quihono* 
rat xnnetum Jesu Christie martyrum accipiet mereedem. 
Ignatius would not have spoken thus of himself. 

Tliere are in these epistles a multitude of places 
which agree with the Constitutions ; the one certainly 
transcribes the other, and both are of the same stamp, 
ejusdem farinas *. 

Polycarp, in his Epistle to the PhOippians, supposed 
to be written about A. D. 107, has passages and ex- 
pressions firom Matthew^ Luke, the Acts, St PauPs E- 
pistles to the PhiSppians, Ephesians, Galatians, Corin- 
thianSy Romans, Thessalomans^ Cohssians, 1 Ti^nothy^ 

1 Epist. of John, and 1 of Peter, and makes particu- 

lar 

* The reader is desired to observe, that thete larger epistles have 
teen examined and condemned, as interpolated^ by Usher, Peatsoo, 
Hammond, Cotelerius, Is. Vossius, Le Clerc, and many others, to 
whose objections and arguments I have endeavoured here to add a 
few more, and shall add something further when I come to speak of 
I^atitts. 
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tar mention of St PauPs Epistle to the Ephesiam. In* 
deed his whole epistle consists of phrases and senti* 
ments talcen from the New Testament, To the refer- 
mces in the margin might be added, 

iii. irnc M finrnf fsra/lQt v/aiav. from Crol, IV. S6« 
vi. ndricc n/4Ci¥ vKP^Srrat, (or fMipLwrnofrStrat) ^ Xfxufc? avTof 
iJXtr, 5re koyurfjLar, in kvf^iHv, in rt riv Kfvzrjaf Tnc xafXiac- 

This is manifestly taken from Heb, iv. 13, 13. 

The heretics also, who were contemporaries with 
the apostles and apostolical fathers, bear their testi- 
mony to the existence of the New Testament, and 
most of them had their forged or interpolated gospels- 
and epistles, as knowing that without something of 
rtiis kind they could not lK>pe to get and retain any 
foHowers. 

Simon the m^ician, and his disciples, are said to 
have composed books for the propagation of their stu- 
pid doctrines, and to have ascribed those books to 
Christ and to the apostles, that they might impose 
them upon silly peo{rfe. If so, this was done in op-^ 
position to the books of the New Testament, and in 
imitation of them. The Christians afterwards were 
even witli this reprobate, for they related many an 
idle story about Ai/n, and also made, him a more con- 
siderable impostor than probably he ever was, tliough 
he seduced several poor wretches. 

The Gnostics admitted some, and rejected other 
parts of the New* Testament . 

The Cerinthians received part of St Matthew> gos- 
pel, and rejected every thing else ; particularly the 
epistles of St Paul, whom ^ey had iti great abomina- 
tion. 

The Ebionites and NazareneS had a gospel accor- 
ding to the Hebrews, or a Hebrew gospel of St 

Mattliew 
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Matthew corrapted and interpolated i tbeyhad abo 
other forged books beariag the names of apostles.: 

Tlie Basilidians admitted the New Testament, bu| 
with such alterations as they judged proper : and s^ 
did the Valentinians* 

The Carpocratians made use of the gospel of St 
Matthew. 

See Tilleraont //ibA EccL ii. p. 41, 51, 59, 109i 
^0^ 32 J, 261. Qmrto Edit, to which I shall always 
refer. 

These old heretics went about in quest of fools, 
whom they had tlie. art to turn into madmen : 

— hie liomines profsum ex stt^liia msonosjiicit. 
An art, which is not to be reckoned amongst the d^ 
perdita. 

Before the end of the first century, the world was 
pestered with the disciples of Simon, Menander, $a«- 
tuminus, and Basilides, concerning wIkhu see Le 
Clerc, Hist. EccL 

The Basilidians made three hundred and sixty«fiv0 
heavens, and were better castle-builders than those 
who gave us schemes of the &^m heavens, wliich is a 
poor inconsiderable number. Basilides required of 
his followers five years silence ; which was a proper me^ 
thodj as Le Clerc observes,, to moke an experiment of 
their folly ; and indeed he might be sure thai the scholar 
was mad in good earnest ^ who with a profound suhtmssion 
and silence had paid so long an attendance on a ktiooethat 
taught and did a thousand absurdities. Basilides, in all 
probability, only required this silence from his dis«^ 
ciples wlien they were in his company, and was so 
great a talker, that he suffered no body else to put in 
awoi^. His lectures upon the tluree hundred and 
sixty-fiYe heavens could not lake up less time than a 

year^ 
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y^r^ and he "would never have ended thenit i^he had 
been inteiruptedv and oUiged to answer doubters and 
caTiUers^ 

• Thfc prMictions of Christ concerning the calamities 
of the Jewsr could not have been inserted as inierpola*^ 
iSofisllfter.the event : 

Because tJiey are incidentally placed up and down' 
in the gospels *, by way of parable, or in answer to 

questions^ 

* Foe ooimjdc : 

Mat^ y. 5, * ^lesscdare the meek ^ &r ihty shall inherit the esrth.^ 
This was literally fulfilled when the believing Jews returned to thek 
own country, after the destruction of Jerusalem. 

z« 23. * Ye than not have gone over the dties of Israel, tiU the 
Sbn of Man be ttoflie*^ 

XT. 13. ' Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted, 
^^ball be looted up/ 

xvi. 28. ^ There be some standmg here, who shall not taste of 
death, till,' &c. ' 
' aod. 19. * Presently the fig-tree withered away.' 

xxi. 41. * i^ ynll miserably destroy those wicked men, and will 
let out Ub fin^ard to other husbandmen^' &c. 

zxi. 44. *Oii whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder,* 

zidi. 7* * He sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, 
and burnt ijp their city.' 

xnii. 36, * All these things shall come upon this generation.' 

Luke xi. 50. * That the blood of the prophets-— may be requii«d 
of this generation.' 

xiii. 5. * Except ye repent, ye shaU all likewiae perish.' 

sax. 9. * If it bear fnyit, well >• and if not, then after that tfaott shalt 
cut it down.' 

xvii. 24J' As the lightning— so shall the Son of Man be m his day.' 

lax, 27. * Those mine enemies which would not that I should reign 
over them, bring hither, and slay them before me.' 

mc. 42. * If thou hadst kndwn, even thou,' &c. 

zxiii. 28. * Panghters of Jerusalem, weep not for me,''$c. 

John iv. 21. ' The hour cometh when ye shaU neither in this moun- 
tain, nor yet at Jerusalem .worship the Father.' 

Xii. 22. * If I wiU that he tarry tiH I com»,' be. 
T0t» 1. & 
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questioiis, or oh acciount of isome circumstance of time 
andr place bringing on the discouise : 

Because the books of the New Testament were re-* 
ceiVed by Christians, and copiedr and widely dssper* 
sed, and perhaps translated from tiieir first^appearance r 

Because these predictions in the gospels ane alluded 
to, or the same thing is taught, in other parts of the 
New TestBiraent : 

Because no Jews or P^ans ever reproached die 
Christians with inserting them,, not Trypho^ not Ce/- 
sus *, not Rorphyvjfy not Julian. The objections of 
Trtfpho f are to be found fn Justin Martyr^ those of 
' Ceisus in Origenr those of Porphyry in Haktenius Vit. 
Porph. ch. xi. and Julianas in his own works and in 
Cynl: 

Because there is in them a mixture of cfcscurity , andf 
needless difficulty, needless if they were forged. Christ 
foretold the destruction of the city and temple, and 
the calamities, of the Jews, fully and clearly : but be* 
ing asked when this should be,' he gave an, answer in 
a sublime and prophetic style, saying, that die sun 

should 

To thete must be* added' the parallel placea from the other gospel, 
and the prophecy of John the Baptist, Mat.'iii. lo. ' And now also- 
the ak is laid to the root of the trees j therefore every tree ivhick 
bringeth not forth good £iiit,ris hesm down, and cast into the fire/ 

&C. 

* Whom some people call a jW : they might as weU call him a 
Qgjaker, or ft-Muggletonian. The man was not even a proselyte of 
the gate, but a mere Epicorean philosopher, who, if proper paiixs had 
b6en taken with him, might possibly have become a Sadducee. 

f Trypbo had perused the gospels, and says to Justin, ^f 3 f^. rA 

Ipxf^mvwt^ Sed et vestra ilia ia eo, qpod vocatis, Evangelio prsi* 
cepta iu mirabiUft et magm^essa adui, ut sospida sit Oemiaem ea poise. 
servire j ouhi enim cwssi fiiit ut ^aleg^rem. JD&/. cum Trjfk. 
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^Kmid be darkened, and the moon sb[>uld not give her 
light, and the stars should fall from heaven, &c. which 
would not be easily understood, if learned and judi- 
cious commentators had not cleared it up ; and this 
he might possibly do to perplex the unbelieving^ per^ 
secuting Jews^ if his discourses should ever fall into 
their hands^ that they might not learn to avoid the 
impending evil. The believing Jews themselves, not^ 
withstanding this prediction^ stood in need of a second 
admonition^ and were. divinely warned to fly from Je- 
rusalem, say Eusebius and Epiphanius *. See Euseb. 
iii. 6. and the notes* So loath are people to leave 
their own house and home^ even when they see de^ 
struction at the door t 

Because Christ not only foretbld the destraction of^ 
Jerusalem^ but die continuance of that desolation; 
Jerusalem^ sayshe^ shall be trodden dcfwn of the O^niileSy 
till the time qftlie Gentiles befulJiUed^ Take what in- 
terpretation you will^ so it be. not absurd^ and add to 
it a matter of fact^ namely the state of the Jews ever 
since, and it must be owned that a considerable length 
of time is implied: 

Because Christ declared that these evils should be- 
fal them for not knowing the time of their visitation^ 
and for rejecting him ; whence it followed^ tliat as 
long as their rebellion and disobedience continued, the 
sentence against diem would not be reversed^ 

E 2 If* 

9ihrm9i Ipsi apostoH ac discipuli Salvatoris nostri, ct omnes, qui eac 
Judans ad ipsum ciedetites accesserant, cuiii ptocul ab Judlba terra 
abcsscnty ct reUquis essent immiitt gentibus, omnem eorunv qui civu 
tssum mcolebaotyperditionein atque interitum efiugere per illud ifni-> 
fm JKikpotueront. Ewset.DciSL Evang. vi. 287* 
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If it should bS said that Christ, a^ a wise tod sagsn 
cious man, might foresee the storm, 

this wottld be a disingenuoas stufk to evade a plain 
truth; Oirist would not have? slidbed suftflibiyto his 
character and u^dual conduct, and t<> common prudence; 
if he had sCstked his reputation on conjectures ; and ia 
4iie rei^ of Tiberius th^re was no appearance of such 
an event, and m«ch lesstOf the vadous circumstances 
-attending it, which he foretold. The Romans hadno 
interest to destroy and depopulate a -country which wad* 
subject rto diem, and whence they rsaped many ad* 
^anta^s^ and the Jews, had not strength to hope for 
success in a war against them. 

If it should he said that Christ: took his prophecies 
from Daniel, his just tntarpretatton of Daniel shews 
him to be the Messias mentioned by Daniel, since 
none besides himself at that time had even a tolerable 
daim to diat chamcber.' Daniel foretold, that m se* 
-yen^ty weeks of years, or fomr hundred and ninety 
lycars, a most hofy person dmuld be anointed .; that 
this Messias should be cut off; that a prince ^uld 
come within army, and cause ithe dacrificesito cease^ 
and plant abomisaable idols m die holy^ place, and de^ 
stroy ithe oty and temple, and make the land utterly 
xliBspIatey and put an end to the Jewish ;polity, ch. ix. 
But Christ is more explicit and jciroamstantial than 
Paniel, and in many respects his prediction was new 
•^nd altogether his -owp, 

Josephus saySy that ^le Zealots trampled under-foot 
all laws divine and human, and made a jest of their 
own sacred books, and derided the writings of the pro- 
phets, tytxaro %\ ri S^iJct, ^ tvc tw erfofnirSi St^^vc Sv^tf 
dyvfliKoc KcyoTreuoK tx^viaCor — divina autem quceque deride-' 

* The daj viiU comcy when sacred Txoj shaU UTJ 
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f^ttuTs 0t prophet^um oraeulm ui proMigUftorum oom^ 

fm rif woKir «AdMrcfd«/^ ^ naQtfKtywwSrQd ra atyix po^a vcxir 

/«f mm virorum sermo qui^m er9i^ turn urbeNn c^piim 
iri% et locB mncta caiifiQgraturaJur^ b^llij ubi^edith imm* 
serii^ €i infUgenwum manus poUueri^t st^craSum, JDeo loj 
infm. QaiHs Mcest^fidtm^Q^. detfahetrni Zelofce, ta- 
p$em ipd se eatum rerum fMii^'Urofi prq:hii>t7*umt,. B> J • iv^ 
£.. This aey&ftta to b^ve \Atti a tiadltionaury.interprer 
iaticmipf OaBid, a ao^oc, a report, an4 not « written 
|>rot)lh6cy . B^.lipre.is a iiegatire wiuch aej&tns to,coiv* 
^dlct what was. said before. It shouid perlmps i^ 
$ik Q^iffpvlK—ot something to the same effectip and the 
meaoingSQQy be» that th9tqapiotts;cealots causeii tl\paa 
firophectes to be ful.fiUei in the destniction of thei^- 
salves and thieir nation, which they liad ridipuled and 

disMieyed. 

Ma'ny of the. first Christian^ who were Jews dwelU 
ing in Judea, sqtd their land* and possessions* The 
Gentiles did it UPtwhef^ the gospel came to them, and 
nehe of St Paul's ^istles contain any such precept, 
4>r intimate any such- practice. The Jews acted thus^ 
tliough t)ot jby the con^m^nd, yet doubtless witli the 
approbation of th« sqpostles^ zi^ the most probable 
reascffi ibf It was this i they knew tliat Christ had fore- 
told the destruction lof t;heir country, whtcli i^iould 
colneuppn it before ijiat generation were passed away, 
andt tberof«(rc they tl^^ught it proper,, whilst there was 
<>ppQitui)ity, to improve to the best use their estate^ 
which they should not long enjoy, by relieving their 
poorer brethren, and by enabling the first teachers to 
l^ursue their travels from place to place. Therefore 

K 3 * also 
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also when the gospel was spread amongst the GentihSu 
the apostles were careful to make collections in theif 
churches for the velief of the pqor'saints at Jerusalem^ 
since it was just that a provision should be made for 
those who had given up all for the common good, and 
^t whose charges the gospel was at first preached a*^ 
mongst some of the Gfentiles. See J09. Mede Disc, 
pn Prtn). xxxvii. 7. 

We read in die Acts of the Apostles that the Jews 
suborned and set up false witnesses against Stephen, 
who said, We have heard him say^ thai this Jetmsi^Na-^ 
zareth shall destroy this holy ptace^ and shall change thei 
customs which Moses delivered us. Now though these 
were calumniators, yet probably something had been 
said, which gave occasion to the accusation, and St 
Stephen had been heard to mention the approaching 
destruction of Jerusalem, and the inferiority of the ce- 
remonial to the moral law. See Grolius. 

Tliis is one reason why the unbelieving Jews hated 
the disciples of Christ so implacably, because they did 
not prophesy good concerning the nation, hut evil.. 

Ma/If KetxHf, J wir^li fia to xf A/uor et^of. 

The author of the Recogmtions qf Clemens^ introdu- 
ces St Peter telling the Jews that the temple would be 
jflestrpyed, and adds, well enough, that ^pon this all 
the priests were highly enraged, !• 64, 

The destruction of the Jewish nation is not mcn^ 
tioned by Jesus Christ, as a threatened calamity which 
might be averted by repentance, but as a decree which 
was fixed and unalterable. If thou hadst known, &c. 
but now they are hid from thine eyes.— Heaven and earth 
shall pass away^ but my words shall not pass away : that 
^s, sooner shall heaven and earth pass away, than my 

Fredictions pass away unfulfilled. The best and th« 

{no8( 
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^mMt probable method, by which a Jew might secure 
Jiimself from being iovolved in tliis national evil, was 
4x>embiace Christianity: for wliich, amongst other 
reasons, St Paul says to the Jews, Beware therefore 
ie$i that come upon you which isspoken of in the Prophets: 
£ehald, ye desjnsers^ €mdmuder^ undperisk;jbrl work 
4i work in your dqyd^ -a work^ which ye sbaU in no wise 
ieUeve^ tho^gh.aMon declare it to you^ Acts xiii. 40. 
which words of St f aul, and of the Prophets, as they 
^.are applied J>y him, ^eern plainly to intimate theapr 
.proaching ruin of that, people. Apud Lucam Paukfi 
j^time hose verba aptat ad ejBpiiUum single event urum per 
Somanos. GrQtiqs ad 'Habac^ 4* 4* Patet proprie de 
'Chaidasis agi, Habak. i. 5, 6. Pauiu84amen hoc opus 
.fior^doxum^omidertins 4anqufim cohcer^ns cum alusgra- 
xvismm Deijudiciis^ processu,tempqris^ vulgofidis in eai^ 
,den^getflemj'-^-iAadjudicia et mahii^ueefJi^dfeo^ sui 4emr 
jwris mameiant^ transtuHt. Vitringa ad Je$oi*jK. l^, S^ 
Jiim also on Isa. xxviii. *il. and Hammond on Act^ 
juii. .40. 

These things amount to an evidence which cannc^t 
jxasopably be resisted : 

« — itares accendunt hmina rebus^ 
The amfient Ctuistiaps sawjt plainly, and insisted upon 
it strongly *v^9 i&pon fi S!iti^ctony:proof of the^truth of 
Christianity.; and the proof is as evident . now as it 
was then* It highly ;dcsenresjthe serious considera- 

eA tion 

JjpMA^yiiMEf \ Quod si quis Servatoris nostri verb^ cum iis coaaparet, 
qus ab eodem scriptore de universo bello commemorata bunt» fiesi 
non potest quin admiretur prsescientiam ac piKdictionem Servatoris 
moitriy eamque yeie divinam et supra modum stupendam esse fateajur, 
^msth.BitLEccl/m.'j. 
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tion of those who doubt or disbdfevc. llFhwocvcr is 
of a studiouB and inquisitive dispofiition, and not of a 
sanguine conipiextonvhadprobably^knowti whatit is'tb 
doubt ; and lias perhaps bedn dffended at certain wit- 
ters, who are incapable of owiiing or of feeling a dif- 
ficulty, and who convince lionci except those thikt 
stand in no need of convictioh, and to iome of whom 
-it might be said, Urbem proditis^ d»m casteila defends^ 
th : but here is a prophecy, and here is a completion, 
to which, if we can make no reasonable objection, we 
ought to admit the gospel of Jesus Qirist, and to en^ 
deavour to know, and to db his sacred wilU iK^counV* 
ing this to be tlie best foundation of our present hope^, 
and of our future happiness. • • 

If the illustrious and most important prophecy 
which I have considered, and soine others which ^hall 
be mentionedi have been evidently delivered, arid e* 
vidently accopiplished ; and if the miracles of Christ 
and of lusaix>8tie»may be proved, as I shall endeavour 
to shew ; it is a fair consequence, that Christianity is 
k true i^eligion, and that it cannot be made false, or 
ambiguous, by any arguments drawn irom the notions, 
or from the behaviour of believers after the times of 
the apostles* 

Much may be- said, and something shall be offered, 
in behalf of the fathers and Christians of the three first 
centuries, who suffered so greatly for so good a cause, 
and whose; abilities, if they are over-valued by some, 
lure as much depreciated by others. No Christian 
would willingly give them up in any point, where 
there is room to defend them : but the imperfections 
and mistakes fiom which they were not free, (and who 
is free ?) and their creduljity in some t^hings, and in 
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ni^gta^vfaidi were not oriticaly and a kind of citdiility^ 
4x> ivfhich an honest man, as such^ \s more liable than 
a craAy iinpostor, can never t|ivalidate the prtiofe m^ 
temal aad «:ictemal of the trutii of Christianity, 
->. The confirming and settling diesc gn^t pdnts, up- 
on, which oar. faith is f^uinded, withotit a view to ahjr 
f^articubr systems and eontroversies, as it is the most 
«(greeable employ n»nt to an ingenuous mind, so ie^it 
^tsually the most disinterested of all occu patrons. 
-Whosoever is resolved to employ lu& hours and his la^ 
•bbiir in this Inanner, i^iould consider himself as one 
who i4^s out hiii fbitim^s m mending the high^ways : 
fluany.ii^re benefited, and few are obliged. If lie es^ 
capes vUoquy , it is very well ; 

-^^IVittmpki}, si Meet me latere tecta absdedtre. 

I* have only this to add concerning .the presoit sub^ 
ject, that Christ having said .of the; dty and temple^ 
One stone shaU tMbe l^ npon Mmi&ery learned men 
have taken puns tp'shew that tfaia was eacactly and lii- 
teraily tulfiUed^ dther under Vespasian, or und^ A^ 

drianv or in tlie time of JuUan 

. If any one should be of opinion that thjey have niot 
proved this point, I desire tie would observe, that the 
(Words are proverbial and figurative^ aftd only denote 
Jitter ruin and desolation, and would have been truly 
accomplished, thbuj^ every single stonehkd not been 
oveirturaed ; . as a house or ctty i^ said MLiwxwfhut, 
when it is destroyed, though its foundations be not 
digged up. 

Malachiy foretelling the destruction of Jerasatemv 
says. The <% comeik tiud shaUiutn as an Wen^ andaU 
tkeptMtly yea^ emdaU thai db tvkkedfy shall be stubble : 
qn4 the day that cometh shall bum them »p^ smih the Lord 

of 
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ofHasls^ that it shall leaoe them neither root mrhrand^ 
iv. 1 . This was traly accomplished, though every un^ 
<^nverteil Jew did not perish in diat general calamity. 
Proverbial sayings are not nrnthematicai axioms* 

Eusebiusy mentioning the prophecy of Micah, Zkm 
shall be phwed as afM^ iii. 13. says, £/>vr n \wt&fu ^ i 

"UfvvaKifi, tfV tituVo ye f im t« Koydcv ; oiruf fl^uxan/v lixnr oeVoxufr 
Birloc, iv wwkktt xaUw^v iftifjJa. Quod si qmdquam nos- 
tra quoque historiardSe/, nostris ipsarum iemparilms^ Xlr- 
lam antiqmtus ceMn'otam Sioujumctis huhus a BiMams 
wis arari^ nostris ocuiis inspexmms^ et ipsam Hierusor 
lem^ quemadmodum ipsum hoc mt araculum^ instarpomor 
rum custodian desertas^ adextremam redactam soUtudinem. 
Dem. Evang. v. 973. Eusebius wras Bishop of Cas-- 
sarea, and lived near etiough to liave frequent oppor- 
tunities of viewing the ruins of Jerusalem^ and im 
them the completion of Christ's predictions. The 
words V ifiirifcL UofitL mean, the kwawledge and the testis 
many of what we have seen ourselves ; and the Latin tongue 
has no single word which exactly answers to this sense of 
irof/a. Herodotus begins Iits book thus, 'Hf^irovAxtMipcu^ 
<m h^ffnc iwiltiU S^h wliich Jamel Gronovius trandates^ 
Herodoti HaHcamassensis euros demonstratio had esL 
But this interpretation stands in need of anodien Kusr 
ter thus explauins the place, Noiandum est /svfiV non so^ ^ 
Jum denotare hisioriam^ me rerwm gestarum narratianen^ 
vel descriptionem ; sed etiam^ et quidem proprie^ c^^g^i'- 
tumem rerum quas vel ocuSs ipsi lustravimMSj velexaUs 
sdsdtando dididmus; veistudbim res variasy €0, quo£x^ 
inmsy modo cognoscendi* Et quoniamprimi et antiquissir 
mi Historici vix alias res memoriceprod^repoterant^ quam 

m 
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iguas vel^ vidissent^ vel ex aliis > scisdtcOi es9e$it^ hinc 
rede et propria sensu dkebantur iTofiKoI. Posiea vero 
iatius^ uijlerisoletj exiensd voMejus sigmficaiione^ eiiam 
pdcumque aiii rerum gesiarum scriptores eodem nomine 
simpUdier appeliari aeperuni. Procanmm Hisiorue He^ 
rodoieoe LaAne sie verierim : Rerum ab Herodoto Ha«- 
licarnassensi curiose observatarum specimen hoc est. 
Vel per langiowm per^hrasim : Curiositatis, quam He- 
rodotus adhibuit, in rebus, quas narrat, vel lustran* 
(dis, vei sdscitaiidis, specimen, vel argumentum, hoc 
est» 

LeCierc thinks that iVof/Hc ayril^t^ may be rendei^ed, 
Q^od in kisiaria prcesiiiit. But, however, the obser- 
vations of Kuster upon the winrd ko^in are just and true. 
See Le Clerc^ Bibl. A. & M. V. 385. ^HfoUrw /V<»f/V 
M-eSf&c ili, (k juoiTt. — Herodotus res ase observaias et in* 
vesiigatas edkUt^ ut neque^ %c. 

I now proceed to make some remarks on prophecy 
in general, and then on the jmpliecies of the Old 
Testament relating to our Saviour. 

That God foreknows even all the future actions of 
men, is what the holy scriptures most evidently sup- 
pose and prove, and what the bulk of mankind in ail 
ages have believed. Tliis opinion arose probably, not 
60 much from ailments drawn from the Divine per- 
fections, as from experience, tradition, and revelation. 
It appears in sacred history, that God Almighty from 
the most ancient times revealed himself to men by 
foretelling future events, which is prophecy. The 
uses of prophecy, besides gradually opening and un^^ 
folding the things relating to the Messias, and the 
bles^ngs which by him should be conferred upon man** 
-lond, are many, and great, and manifest. 

I. It 
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^ I» It'servad to secure the belief of A God, and of « 
|mwideace« 

; As Ood is invbible and spirttuaU there wascauoe te 
^r tfasit in tlie Atst and raddr ages of the world, when 
men were busier m cultivating the eardi, than in cul* 
tivattng the arts and sciencei, and in seeking the nev 
cessanes of life, than in the study of morality, theijr 
fnight foi^et their Creator and Governor ; and there- 
4bt« God maintained amongst them the great article of 
&tth in him, by manifestations of himself ; by sending 
angels to declare his will.; by miracleit and by pro- 
phecies. These were ban^Hs against Atheisni. 

3* It was intended to give, men the proibundest Ve- 
neration for that amteing knowledge lixxn which no*- 
thing Was concealed, not even the future actions of 
csreatures, and the things which as yet were not^ How 
could a man hope to hide any counsel, any design, or 
thought from suph a being ? 

. 3. It coatrtboted to keep up devotidn and true ve^ 
Itgion, die religion of the heart, which consists partly 
in entertaining just and honourable notions c^Qod and 
of his perfections^ and which is a more rational and a 
more acceptable service than rites and ceremonies. 

4* It excited men to rely upon God^ and to krv« 
him, who condescendfed to hold thb mutual intart 
course with his creatures, and to permit them to oonv 
suit him, as one friend asks advice of Mother. 
, 3. It was intended to keep the peofde to whomiSod 
revealed himself, frc»n idolatry, a sin to which the 
Jews would be inclined, botli from the disposition 4t 
it which they had acquired in Egypt, and from the 
contagion of bad example. The peo|^ of Israel were 
strictly forbidden to consult the diviners, and the godst 
of dther nations, and to use any enchantments and 

wicked 
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mtcked arts ; and that they might have no temptatioA 
to it, God permitted them to apply to him and to hSks 
prophets, even upon small occasions ; and« he raised 
«p amongst them a succes«on of prophets, to wlioni 
they might have resort ibr advice and direction^ These 
prophets were reverenced abroad, as well as at homei, 
and consulted by fordgn princes, and in the times of 
Ac captivity they were honoured by great kings, and 
advanced to high stalaons. 

' Man has a strong desire to look forward, and to 
know things to come. This desire, if it be discreetly 
governed, is natural and innocent, and there are seve- 
ral things which it would be of great temporal benefit 
and advantage to foresee. For example : Man would 
be glad to know how/he may shun a ftiture evil. Thui 
Noah was warned to build an ark, in which he and his 
4amily should be saved from the flood : thus Lot was 
<x>mmanded to fly from Sodom, with his wife and 
daughters: thus David was told to escape from' a 
strong hold where he dwelt, and afterwards from Kei- 
4ah : thus, in the Pagan world, Socrates, as his dis- 
ciples Plato and Xenophon affirm, had a daemon or 
good genfus, who never exhorted him to any thing, 
but dissuaded him from such things as would prove 
hurtful ; by which secret warning he is said often to 
'have preserved himself and his friends, and to have 
given them advice, which, if they fallowed not, thej^ 
itonstantly found cause to re[)ent. See a dissertation 
of Olearius in Stanley's Historia PMlosophicey and Lc 
Clerc Bibl. Chois. xxii. p. 426. xxiii. p. 226. and 
Silv. PhiloL c. iii. Olearius and Le Clerc believed 
that Socrates had such a dsemon, and I confess my^ 
. self so far a fanatic, as to incline to the same opinion, 
but without blaming those who are of another mind. 

Whpn 
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When Socrates, just before lie expired, ordered his 
his friend to offer up a cock to iEsculapius, it is pos- 
sible that he was delirious, through the poison which 
he had taken, as a learned and ingenious physician 
observed to me. Scribonius Largus says, Cicutam ergo 
paiam caiigo, mentisque aUenaiiOy Sf ariuum gelaiio inse- 
quiiur: ultimoque prcefacantur, qui earn sumseruntf im- 
Mlque senthini. Compos. 179. 

To this head belong sundry prophecies containing 
a double fate, if you will permit the expression, 
which should be accomplished according as men would 
act. Thus Jeremiah told the kings and the people of 
Judah, that if they would repent, they should be pros- 
perous ; if not, they should be destroyed : And to Ze- 
dekiah he privately declared ; Thus saiih the Lard of 
Hosts, If thou wilt assuredly go forth to the king ofBa^ 
bjflon^s princes, then thy soul shall Uve, and this city shaU 
not be burnt mthfre, and thou shalt iive^ and thy house. 
But if thou wilt not. go forth to the king of Babylon's 
princes, then shall this city be given into the hand of the 
Chaldeans, and they shall burn it withjlre, and thou shaU 
not escape out of their hand. Obey, I beseech thee, the 
voice of the Lord which I speak unto thee : so shall it be 
well with thee, and thy soul shall liv^. 

Thus Achilles in Homer is represented as having a 
twofold conditional event declared to him ; if he re- 
turned home, he was to prolong his days, but to live 
and die in obscurity ; if he continued in the army, he 
was to be cut off in the flower of his youth, but to 
obtain everlasting honour; upon which he preferred 
glory to length of life. 

£/ 
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to /tir H xvh fiivQf Tfdaf wika eififtfii^a/icu, 

£lXiro fjLtf fMi fisvK, araif xkiof i^ttlpv fVoti* 
£» H xir MxoS' 'Uoijuu fiktiv U walf^tt youoF, 

Axtro jULPi xxe«c w^kop, tirs Ififw li fnoi mmt 
'E^^cu, iHi wi fiL ixa rcxoc ^cutcirpio xx;^c/w* 

//. L 410. 

The same poet tdb us that Pdytdus, a diviner, as^ 
sored his son £uclienor, that, if he stayed at hixne, be 
should fall sick and die ; and if he went to Troy^ he 
should be slaiil in battle : upon which the youth chose 
llie latter fate* 

' *lfr St TIC Evp^irof , n«WSir /xarlioc ^k, 

Iloxxaxi yaf oi iet^t yifmv ayaiof TlcKiitltc, 
"Hifff Jt affokii^ fih^t oJc if fnydufourtr^ 
'IH ^cT Axjouif fnvai9 vwo Tfowct Sa/uiirar. 

li. N* 663. 
Thus the Pagans had the same notion with that which 
18 mentioned in Scripture, of a double destiny, de^^ 
pending on human choice. 

Again : Man would be glad to know that he shall 
obtain a future good. Hope is one of the greatest 
comforts that*poor mortals have in this world ; but a 
certain foresight cf prosperity produces a more solid 
joy, and a firmer support. God made some favoora- 
Ue predictions to Noah. He promised a multitude 
of blessing? to Abraham, relating to bim, to his fami- 
ly, and to his posterity. When Hagar was driven 
from her home, she and her son, and cast out into the 
wide world, an angel comforted her, and assured her 
that her son should be the father of a great nation. 
God repeated the same promises to Isaac whidi he had 
made to Abraham. He revealed himself to Jacob, 
when he was forced to fly from his father's house, and 

gave 
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gave him aasuranoesf of support and protection. He 
foretold to Moses^ ths^t by him he would deliver the 
people of Israel, find to Joshua, l^t he should be vie* 
torious in all his wars, and to David that he should 
be king of Israel, and that the kingdosa should conti- 
nue in his family. Jeremiah comforted Baruch in his 
affliction witli this prophecy, Tkus stdik the Lord, I 
will bring evii onaUJlesk^ but thy fife willlgice thee far 
a prey in ail places wldthmr thou goesti xW. 6l He 
himself, who was a man of sorrows^ and lived in cala^^ 
mitous times, received this consolation, from God, / 
am with thee to saxm thee^ atfd to dsJioerthee. He also re- 
ceived an order ftom God to »y tp Ebedme^ech the 
^Ethiopian, ImUbring evilupon^iUs eity^hmtliadUi^k* 
liver thee in thai day^ ^mtk tke Lord, and thou shak not 
he given into the ha$fd of the men of whom tho/ti art a- 
Jraid.: for I will surely deliver thee^ and thou shalt not 
fall by the sword, b'utihf life sbaU 6e for a prey unto 
thee, because thou hast put t^ fno/ in me^ smth the 
Lord. In the New Testament we fiad that St Paul; 
on some occasions/ had a promise of deliverance out 
of tlie hands of his enemiea* Our Say hntr prophesied 
evil, that is, temporal evil, to all his disciples, smd told 
them, that they. should be exercised /with sufferings 
and afflictions ; but to com{}ensate this, he pxtHni364. 
them in the present ^orld peace of mind, and joy vh, 
tlie Holy Spirit, and the Divine assistance, and in the 
world to come, eternal happiness. 

It must have been a great satisfiiction to the illus- 
trious persons whom we have mentioned, and to o« 
thers recorded in sacred history, that they were secure 
of the Divine favour and protection. This lAust have 
given diem courage and constancy under all the diffi- 
culties of life, and have enabled them to look danger 

and 
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Artel distress in the face. The Greek poet describing 
tJlysses as an example of pradettce^ patience^ resolu- 
jkion and presence of n>ind under a variety of trials^ 
supposes that iie had not oniy the assistance of Pallas, 
but a prediettoh from Hi^as^ that he should at last 
return hdme^ and subdue his domestic enemies^ and 
reign happy oVer his happy subjects, and come to a 
goofl old agei Odyssi A. 90* 

' To receive predictions of future unavoidable evils 
^ould be a curse rather than a blessings and in the 
teriptures^ when such predictidns are delivered^ it is 
by way of punishment; Thus God foretold to Eli all 
the cvH whidh he would bring updn his family, and 
the prophets denounced updn sdme occasions the ca-^ 
lamities which should befkl some wicked people, and 
the untimely death which they should not escape. 
' To know future bles^ngs of whidi we shall partake^ 
knd to receive an admonition how we may avoid an 
impending evil, are favours which men would often 
be glad to receive ; and these favours were granted to 
the people of God in ancient times and ruder agesj for 
Several reasons which we have enumerated but when 
by his Son he had introduced a purer and sublimer re-* 
iigion^ he no longer oontinued, under the evangelical 
dispensation^ to inform men of such temporal events* 
tt is enough for a Chrisltian to know that he may se^* 
Cure to himselfeverlastihg happiness by his obedience. 
As the greit things relating to the next state were 
tnore clearly revealed^ the smaller things relating to 
this world, and to its fKvolOus concerns, were shut up 
in obscurity. 

The knowledge of the tilings which will befal us, 
and our parents, and children, and friends, how long 
we and they shall live, and when and hijw we shaU ; 

VOL.1. 1^ die, 
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die, are secrets whicli God has conceajled from usi* 
and which in wisdom and kindness he has conceal- 
ed from us. Sometimes prosperous events come most 
agreeable when they are least expected, and it would 
be a sad thing to anticipate all our grle&, and to be 
miserable before hand. 

And yetr such has been the disposition of men in aU 
most all ages, that many have had an intemperate de- 
sire of this knowledgcywliich gave rise and encourage- 
ment to wicked arts and to vile impostures. History, 
both ancient and modern, informs us of this,, and af** 
fords us several examples of princes^ statesmen,. poli«« 
ticians, who have had little or no religion, who have 
been mere atheists both in principles and in practice, 
as Tiberius, tlie Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarin, and 
others, who yet were very credulous in this way^ with 
all their free-tliinking, and gave grcat heed to divina- 
tion, arid to predictions made by pretenders to those 
arts ; so that irreligion and superstitios^ are not at all 
inconsistent, and he who believes rib Gody may believe 
in evil spirits, or unknown powers, or fetal influettces 
of the heavenly bodies. Pliny the elder, wh6 had a- 
theistical notions^ yet says of earthqjuakes,: that the 
mischief which they portend is as great as that which 
they cause, if not greater, andi^that the city of Rome 
was never shaken with ohe, which did not forebode 
future evil. Nee vera simplex malum^ aut in ipso tantum 
inotu periculum est; sed par aut majus ostento. NuUf- 
quam urbs Roma tremuit, tit non futuri eventus alicujus 
td prcenuncium esset. L. II .- Ixxxvi. p. 113.- 

// »'y a rien de si commun, que de voir les Incredules 
entetez de PAstrologie Judiciaire, et persu(idez que le» 
Magiciens Jbnt des chases qui sont au dessns de l^ordre 
de la nature. Par exemple^ on accuse deux grands m- 
• *' ' - nistres 
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khtres d^Eiai^ doni les actions ne nous kussent pas croir^ 
que lafoi en Dieu f&t une de kurS plus grandes vertus^ 
'd' avoir crtl torn deux les predictions des Astrohgues ; et 
Vun d^euxj de iftre persuadi qu^un homme quivomissoit 
diverses liqueurs^ le fgisoit par le fnoyen de la Magie: 
'* Le Cardinal de Richelieu,^^ dit Vittorio Siri, Mem* 
Rec. T. viii. p. 669. " consultoit outre PAstrologie^ toute 
^^ sorte de divinations^ jusqu^a des Jemelettes ; dont la 
" science consisie en des vapeurs de Mere, qui leur font 
" predirepcir hazard quelque ivenementfortuit. II Stoit 
*' si credule qu^il attribuoit a P operation du D^mon l^art 
•' de jetter par la bouche toutes sortes de liqueurs ^ apres 
^^ avoir btl de l^iau\ comme lejiusoit un Charlatan Italien* 
*^ Mazarin n^etant pas encore Cardinal^ aifant iclatte de 
" rired un discours « simple, pensa perdre safaioeur par 
^^ Id; et le Coronal irritS de cet iclat de rire, par le-^ 
'' qu^l ilfugea que Mazarin se moquoit delui, luidit iro^ 
*' nequement, qu^il n^itoit pas Monsieur Mazarin qui a- 
'* xx>it une profonde itude et une exacte connoissance de 
^^ tout. Mazarin repliqua tout soumis^ qu'en donnant 
^^ dnquante pistoles,^ que le Charlatan demandoit pour 
*' enseigner son secret^ on verroit si l^ operation du DS- 
^^ man s^en mihit: Mazarin regardoit toutes les dhina-- 
^^ tions, comme des sottises, excepti l^ A^trologie, dont il 
" itoitfort entite, quoiqu^iljeignit le cofUraire: Lorsque 
*^ Madame Mancini sa sosur mourut^ et ensuite la Du^ 
" chess^ de Mercceur s(i Niece; comme il eut vlipar-ld 
** accomplie la prediction, qu^unAstrohgue en dooitfaite 
** a Rome, par fcrit longtems auparaoanti il en devint 
*' extraordinairement triste et milancholique ; non par 
" tendresse pour ses parens, mais parceque ce mifne A^ 
** strologue avoitjixe le tems de sa mort a un terme qui 
** s^approchoit. II en perdit Pappetit, W demeuraplu^ 
" sieurs nuits sans dormir.^^ 

f S On 
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On salt aussi que PEmpereur JutieUf pd n^aooitptf 
qjouterjhi aux prophets de l^Anciem ei Ju Nauvea^ 
Testament^ itoit exeesshemeni mtdotmi aux augures, ei 
m$x presages que Pan iirpitdes enifaiUes desvietimes^ et 
les Payens m^mes Pen ant r^pris. P'oiez An^nien Mar^ 
ceUinf k xxv. c. 5^ 

Jepase enfmt^ue ces saries de chases spni aussi ^f-^ 
Jlci/es d craire si an ks camidhre e^ eUes^mimes^ que les 
mysieres ei ies miracles deh Religian Chritienne. Mais 
les Ineredulesy qjaikenffai^ psnduta quails refuseni de 
craire d PEvaugile ; parce que ces saries d^apinians n'ani 
aucun rappari acec la candwie de la vicy ei ne sani nuUe-^ 
meni incampaHbleSy camme la Morale Chriiienne^ acec 
leurs mauvaises habiiudes^ Le Cferc De UlncreduKie^ 
Parr/ L' ch. i. p. 32. 

It is a questkm of importance,, whether there has e- 
ver been in the Pagan werl^ such a thing as ^ination^ 
or a foreknowledge of things. The strongest argument 
against it is contained m Isaiah (eh. xli.) where Al- 
mighty God foretelling niaiiy gre.at events, particular*' 
ly the raising up of Cyrus to destroy the Babylonian 
monarchy, and to deliver die Jews from captivity, de^ 
dares that he alone can discover such things, and ap- 
peal's to these predictions^ as to prodis of his divinity,^ 
and) evident arguments that there is no God besides 
hhn.^ Produce yaur cause^ saiih ihe Lard; bring farih 
your sirong reasons^ saiih ihe King of Jacob. Lei ihem 
bring ihemfarih^ and shew us what shall happen: lei ihem 
shew ihe former ihings whai ihey be^ ihai tpe moff consi-^ 
der ihem, and know ihe latier end of ihem ; or d&dare us 
ihings far to came. Shew ihe ihings, thai are io came 
hereof ier^ ihai we may know ihai ye are gads : yea, do 
goad, or do evil, ihai we may be dismayed and behold ii 

iogeiher. 
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Mbgeihsr. BehMi/e are &fnbtMng^ &c. And again r 
I Jkn)e deda^e^ihefarmet things f^ the beginning i 
Md:AiytHfnifcr^ oM of my mouthy and I ^ewed ihem ; 
I did ih&m ^ddeidy^ and they ^rne io pass. Because I 
knew thai thM ofi &bsf matey oik/ thy H^ck is an iton ^^ 
itov, aid thy iras> hrasi : I hche even from 4he beginning 
declared it- to th^e r • be/are it came to pass Isheiced it 
Ithee ; iest 4iou shouldkf say^' Mind idol hath d(\he theni^ 
imid my gtaben' ida^e^ and my molten irimge iatk com^ 
^tfMd^«f/A^f &e.xlViHVahJmore to the same purpqse. 
Httnceit has been ccncliide>d that there never wasf 
«uch a timg aiS'fore^knowledge in the Pagan world, i 
^ncluisloh to6 laj'ge ahd absolute to be infc«?Ted froni 
the ppemi9S€i$, 

' HiHi: passufHi egregi^ eonjkiariy qui pntant Jrequenr 

Jissime aptidRthnicdsfutara a Cacodcemokibus pr(enun'^ 

€ittay* ^Mdhid anSniindy nisi d se, feri posse siatitai 

Dms." Plera^t^e a^nma tUa6rak:idky qnfi legiinhr apud 

j^eteres GrcedctSyant numqumh suvit edita^ aiit ab iomi^i" 

ins pHmUnciaMy ui viri do^ satis osten^erunt^ et pfosr 

ser4iik vir eraditus Antomus Van Dale. Sfcpius hie re- 

jpititur pAK'odatio JEfc^ ne letter ,res p^cetereaty sed a/fius 

in amtnuntdescendcctyprcesertim idi)lolatrarnm Judceorum'. 

•^Imo verPy diitissettt Ora^eij' mutia habemus oracula--^ 

Sed Propheia reposuisset me^afffraHdesfaissehomnum^ 

•qui autanibigm re$ponsis coitiidt^s eludebant^ vel con^ 

jecturi dJb rebu^ft^urisiemefefudieabanty quampostea 

arguebat evenius. SicertecrefUdisset Cacod^mones ipsos 

Jkdisse oraciUa^ aliter plane locutus essei^ cntnrsciret ho-^ 

inines ab ejusmodi nia& spiritibus non fKl/iciilier potuisse 

fatliy nee plebeculam eorum respbnsa a responsis ipsius 

Dei satis posse secemere. — Nonita loqiterentnr qui J!- 

dem habent hisioriis Ethnicoriim de osientis et prodigusy 

qwB potentH Cacodce/nonnm vere contigisse volnnt; ex 

F 3 eoi'um 
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eorum emm senteniid magna et memorMUaJmsseni main 
orum spirituum pet' totum ierrarum orbem opera. Sed 
Prophetce longe mqiumus credere^ quam ejusmodi komim^. 
bus. — Clericus ad Isaiam. Tq whose remarks we might 
add, thatf t|ie scriptures, though they seem in many 
places to allpw.that evil spirits irxay work miracles, yet 
no where suppose or intimate, that they can predict 
the future actions of men, except perhaps in Acts xvi, 
16. and there it is not necessary that such prophecy 
should be meant. In Deuf. xiii. it is said, If there a- 
rise amongst ^ou aprophefy and gheth (hee a sign or a 
wonder ^-r-saying^ Jjct us go after other gods^-^fkaf pro*, 
phet shall be put to death. But this seems not so much 
intended to declare that such false prophets should be 
able to shew signs and work miracles, as to secure the 
people against idolatry ; an^ therefore God says. If a 
man endeavours to sedv)ce yovi to idolatry, put him to 
fleath, even though he should give you signs and.won^ 
ders. Besides^ the sign, whether real or pretended, 
might be rather of the miraculous tlian of the prophe- 
tic kind, and it could not be the prediction of a re- 
mote event^ becaqse that; would not serve an impos- 
tor's purpose. The same remark may be applied to 
t\i^ false prophets in Mc^. xxiy t^iynh and y4wV, who 
should shew signs and wonders, but whose predictions 
and promises should be confuted by the event. 

Prophecies, in one respect, seem to carry with them 
surer marks of proceeding from God than miracles : 
for spirits, good or evil, may, by their own natural 
strength, and without Gpd^s immediate assistance, 
perform things surps^ssing huinan abilities (which to 
men are miracles) unless God restrain them ; but it 
seems altogether beyond the power of a created, finite, 
limited being to look into futurity, and to foresee the 

action!^ 
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actions and behaviour of free agents, wlko as yet are un- 
txMm ; this is an act, w^hich probably implies^ power 
equal to creation and preservation, and to upholding 
the universal system, and therefore prophecy nmst bo 
the gift of God ; and an angel, or an evil elaemon, if he 
foretells such remote events, must be inspired himself, 
or roust get Iris knowledge from divine prophecies ; or 
else wha?t he delivers must be by a conjectural skill, in 
which he may perhaps sometimes, in some general 
things, aim right, and be able to form a better guess 
and judgment than mortal men, having larger views 
and longer experience. If he should have skill to fore- 
tell inclement seasons, droughts, tempests, inunda- 
tions, pestilences, earthquakes, famines, fertility of 
the earth, plentiful harvests, &c. yet to know what 
good and evil shgill beial the unborn grand-children of 
Ccius and Titius^ how they shall behave themselves, 
and how they shall spend their days, lies in all pro- 
l>abiUty far beyond the sagacity of any creat^ire. 

In the book of Tobit^ the angel Raphael says to To- 
bias, Fi?ar not^for she\^zn\i\ is appointed unto thee 
from the beginnings and thou shah presef^e her^ and she 
tilaU go wiih thee ^ mqreover I s\xi>i[yost t/wt shee shall 
hear thee children^ vi. 17. Here is an angel's conjec- 
ture, which was fulfilled, as the writer takes care to 
inform us, xiv. 12. 

. Whosoever he was who wrote the history of Tobit, 
his design seems to have been to draw the charact^ef of 
a pious and worthy man, who on account of his piety 
fell into great distress, and who, after having borne 
many calamities with resignation and constancy, was 
restored to prosperity, and led a long and Iiappy life. 
He *had a wife, pious and virtuous like himself, but 
;«nce oj: twice a little too querulous, and a son, who 
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was an amiable youtsh, and a dutiful child^ tir Mi ]Mc 
B&nts. Angels good and eyil aie introduced *, wiitH 
a sufficient quantity of the mafvellpus f- The nam^ 
^If of Toiit aeems to be feigned, for Td6 in Hebrtn 
sheans iamuf^ There are also other feigned names in 
this drama^ concerning which see GroHus. Lastly^ 
1>oth the herqes of the story arc. very long lived ; th« 
fether lived 158, and the son 137 years, All this ha^ 
the air of a pious fiction, and the author seems to have 
proposed to himself tp imitate t|ie bool^of Jo&, 
Virgil makes die harpy say, JSn. iii. 85 1 , 

Quce Phcsbo Pater om^ipotei^y mUii Phcebus Apoib^ 
Prosdixif^ vo6is Furiarum ego m^ianmapm^. 
Where Servius remarks, Noiofidum ApoUinem^ qum 4h 
pt^ ab Jooe cpgnoscere. iEschylus 'itfw ' 

—r^kcec nv^que pater 
Jupiter mnittit AppoUim oracula. 
And : 

ApoUopatris Javis estpropheta. 
ApQlloy says Suidas, is Jupiter^ s prophet, and dellveia 
to men the oracles which he receives from him, I 'a- 

In 

• The Jews believed devm principal angeb, Ztcb. iv. ip. lU^^ I ^ 
V. 6. vin. 2. One may suppose, from the number, th^t thcv vyecc 
thought to picside over ^he planets. Totit xii. ij. 

f Les Juift qnt dcbitfe un si grand nombre de fables, que Icur his- 
teire, deppis le terns des derniers dc9 Historiens sacrcz, n'est gucrc 
pka raisonable que les phis fabuleuses histoires du Paganisme. Av^ 
maa il est certain qu»6tant mieux instruits que les Payens, ib tont 
beaucoupplusblftmablesd'avour invent^^ unt dc nenaonm. Lg 
^/w, Bibl. Chcas, iii. i65. * ^ 
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In the H^pnn to AfoUoy* die god says coneeFning 
himself, 13d. 

Oraculogve edam hommhus J<^ vetrum cansiSum^ 
And in our learned poet, the Almighty is introduced* 
saying to the arcb^angel Michael, 

To AdanH zohai' shaU coMe mjuture^ dags^ 
As IskaU thee enUghtenp 

To prophecy is to be adjoined a knowledge of the 
tfecret intentions of m6)i, It seems to be beyond the 
abilities of any created; being to kno^ the tlioughts cS. 
a man, particulaiiy of a mttn ^o is agitated by no 
passion, and gives no indicatioii^.of his mind by any 
outward sign, This is ascribed to Gpd, asr his pecu"*" 
liar perfection, in many places of Striptare,iand it is 
said, that he is a digcefiier of the ihoughis and intents of 
the heart; and understandeth all the imagin(stion$ o/* tht 
thoughts^ Sfc, This knowledge God (^tenjniparted to 
the prophete. 

Cicero has treated the subject of dtvination in two 
books ; in the first he ailedges all that :can be said for 
it, and in the second he argues against it. Whosoever 
will examine his reasons on both sides, may see, | 
think, that he has not overset all the pipofs which he 
has offered for it» He observes, that all nations, civil 
and barbarous, always agreed in this, that there was 
such a thing as divination, or a foreknowledge of e*- 
vents, to be obtained by various indications, as by 
the stars, by portents and prodigies, by die er^trails of 
victims, by omens, by lots, by forebodings, , by con- 
suiting the dead, by oracles, by inspired persons, by 
dreams, S^c. If there is such a thing as divination^ 
sai^ the Pagans, there must be 9 Deity from whom it 

proceeds, 
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proceeds, because man by his own natural powers cstir 
not discover things to come ; and if there be a Deity, 
there is probably divination, since it is not a conduct 
unworthy of the Deity to take notice of mortal men, 
and of their affairs, and on some occasions to advise 
and instruct them. Thus the Pagans argued, and ac- 
cordingly, for the most part, they who believed a God 
tmd a providence, believed divination, they who were 
atheists denied it, and they who were sceptka decided 
nothing about it. 

Divination was a matter of fact, and to be proved 
like other facts, by evidence, testimony, and experi- 
ence : and some philosophers rejecting all ether kinds 
of divination, as dubious and fallacious, admitted two 
sorts, that by inspired persons, and that by -dreams. 
In favour of the latter we have the authorities of So- 
crates, Plato, Xenophon, and Aristotle. Cicero (k 
Divin. i. 25. 

Atque dormienfium animi maxime declarant dvcimta" 
tern suam. Multa enim^ cum reniissi et liberi sunt^ fu^ 
iura prospiciuni^ &c. Cicero de Senect. 22. which is 
taken from Xenephon. 

When Socrates was in prison, Crito went to pay 
him an eariy visit, and told him, he was informed by 
persons come from sea, that the ship from Delos would 
return to Athens that day, the consequence of which 
was, that Socrates would be put to death en the mor- 
row. Be it so, said Socrates, if it please the gods : yet 
I think the ship will not be here to-day, but to-mor- 
row. Why JO, de«r friend? Because this night a wo- 
man of a beautiful and majestic form, clothed in a white 
robe, appeared to me in a dream, and calling me by 
fiiy name, said, 
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Tie ihit^ day shall land thee safe at fruitful PRihia. 
They are the words of Achilles in Homer, When he 
proposed to return home. Socrates took it for a pre- 
diction of h!s death, because he judged that to die was 
to go home to his own country. And his dream was 
accomplished. Plato's Crito. See Le Clerc qn Gen. 
xii. 7. concerning revelations by dreams, Josephus 
has recorded a remarkable dream of Glaphyra, Antiq. 
xvii. IJ. and Bell. Jud. ii. 7. But Noris, in his Ce- 
notaph. Pis. and Le Clerc Bibl. Cluns, iv. 60. observe 
that it cannot be true, that Archelaus married the wi- 
dow of Juba ; whence it follows, that this dream of 
Glaphyra, supposed to be widow of Juba, and wife of 
Archelaus, is either entirely, or partly false. 

He who would see some modem accounts of dreams 
and prophecies, may consult Grotius, Epist. 405. 
Part ii. or Le Clerc Bibl. Univ. T. i. p. IS'i. and La 
Mothe le Vayer, Prohlemes Sceptiques xxviii. and the 
life of Usher by Parr, and the visions of a strange fel- 
low called Rice Evans, and Bayle's Diet. Mqjus^ not. 
[D.] Maldonaty not. [G.] where he says of prophetic 
dreams, De telsfaits, dont l^umvers est tout plein, em- 
barrassent plus les Esprits forts quails ne le temoignent. 

As the reader may not have tlie books to which I 
have referred, it may save him some trouble, and give 
him some satisfaction or amusement to peruse what fol- 
lows : Quidam ad Landresium, in operibus^ projchne op* 
pidum Cubans, somnio momtus ut cumculum hostis caveretj 
surrexit. Vix egressus erat^ prorumpit vis tecta^ locum'^ 
que disjidt. At Salmasium si videris, lustofnam tibi re* 
feret^ patre sua auctore. Ad eum venit quidam Grcecce 
iinguce plane ignarus. Is in somnio voces Gnvcas has 
(iudierat ; i-^rAir im o<rffcurri rh irrir a>|.y;^/ar ; experrcctus- 

gu^ Gallicis Uteris sonum earum vocum perscripserat^ 

Cun^ 
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Cum ejus nihil inteUigeret^ rogaius Senator Salmasius ei 
verba interpretatur^ est emmJUii Actissimi doctus patet^. 
Migrat homo ex (edibus^ Ecb nocte sequenie corruuni^ 
Hoc his adjice quas Cicero^ Tertul/idnus aluque ex amni^ 
mn gentium historiis de somniis coiiegere. ^ >«f r Sraf kt 
4ft9< kii^9 interdum^ contra quam cement Peripatetid. 
Grotius, p, S70, 

. Le Clerc, where he gives an account of this passage^ 
tells us, that Salmasius tlie father was Con^nUer an 
Parkment de Di/on^ 

La Mbthe ie Vayer seems to relate the same story 
that Grotius had from Salraasiua* but widi some dif* 
ierence. Un Conseiiler du Pdrkment de Dijon nommi 
Carre^ ouit en dormant qu'on iui disoit ces mots Grecs^ 
qu^il h'entendoit nullement^ SlttAi, ix ai^^dinf Tiir av irvxiaf. 
lis luyfurent interpretez, abi, non sentis infortunium 
tuum ; et comme la maison qm^U habitoii menafoit de 
ruinne^ ilia quitiafort itpropos^pourivitersa cheuteqtd 
arriva aussi-^tSt apris. La Mothe probably took hi9 
account from common rumour, when the story had un<^ 
dergone some alteration in passing irom one to ancHher* 
*Atvx''«' would be a more eligible word than i^v)(iwfy if we 
were at liberty to chuse ; but we must take it as Sal- 
masius gives it, and not alter the language of Mon^euf 
he Songe, 

As to the oracles which wei^ uttered in Pagan 
temples, if we consider how many motives both 
of private g£un, and of national politics might have 
contributed to support them, and what many of the 
Pagans have said against |iiem, and what obscure and 
diuffling answers they commonly contained, and intp. 
what scorn and neglect they fell at last, we must needs 
have a contemptible opinion of them in general ; we 
cannot fix upon any ora^cles on ijrhich we pan depend^ 

af 
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«s Upon prophecies which wero pronounced and ful*' 
filled ; and if there were any such, which on the other 
hand we caniiot absolutdy deny and disprove, they 
ace iireltrtevably lost and buried under the rubbish of 
the &lse^ ambtguouSj and trifling responses which his-* 
toiy has preserved ; and those which have a plausible 
appearance, Ue under die suspicion of having been 
composed after the event. Some of them were in sucli 
ioggrel verse, that they cast a grievous reproach upon 
the god of poetry, from whom they were supposed to 
proceed, and be^yed the poor capacity of the Iau« 
teate poet* 

In the class of knaves and Itars must be placed the 
g;eneitifity of soothsayers, magicians, and they who 
luade a craft and a livelihood of predicting, and drew 
cip the art into a system* Setting aside these sorts oT 
divination, as extremely suspicious, there remain pre^ 
Actions by dreams, and by sudden impulses upon 
parsons who were not of the fraternity of impostors ; 
these were aliowed to be sometimes preternatural by 
many of the learned Pagans, and cannot, I think, be 
disproved, and should not be totally rejected. If it 
be asked whether these dreams and impulses werecau^ 
led by the immediate inspiration of God, or by the 
mediatiop of good or of evil spirits, we must confess 
our own ignorance and incapacity to rcsohre the qiies-» 
tion. There is a history in the Acts of the A^jostles^ 
which seems to determine the point in favour of divt-^ 
nation. A certain damsel^ says St Luke, ^possessed with 
a spirit ofdivinatiemi met us, which brought /ier masters^ 
much gain 6y soothsaying : the same foUowed Paul and 
us, and cried^ saying. These men are the servants of the 
Most High Oodj whi^h shew unto us theway of salvation^ 
And this did she many days : But Paul being grieved, 

turned ^ 
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turned and said to the spirit, I command ikee in the name 
^ Jesus Christ to conie out of her. And he catne out 
the softie hour. Thus the^divine providence so order* 
ed it, that this occurrence should turn greatly to the 
lionour and advancement of Christianity. But this 
prophetess might be in repute for discovering lost or 
stolen goods, or for revealing what happened in dis- 
tant places, or for predicting changes of weather, or 
for many things of a like nature, and might not be able 
to foretell tlie future actions of men- 

As to Isaias, we may infer with Vitringa, from his 
words, that God was determined so to conduct the 
great revolutions which were to be brought about in 
the world, and so to order the things relating to the vic- 
tories of Cyrus, and to the fall of Babylon, that his 
predictions should be accomplished, and that the Chal- 
deans and other Pagan prophets should be fillpd with 
tlie spirit of error and of ignorance. / am the Lordr^ 
that frustrateth the tokens of liars ^ and maketh diviners 
mad. And again he declares that the idols of Baby^ 
Ion should be destroyed, and their false gods not able 
to defend themselves. So tliat the declarations in I- 
saiali may be supposed to relate to the prediction^ 
made by Isaiah and by other prophets, in which their 
superiority over the diviners should manifestly appear, 
to the confusion of tlieir Pagan neighbours. This, I 
say, follows, but not that, where there was no compe- 
tition between the God of Israel, and the Pagan dei- 
ties, no such thing as divination should ever be found 
in any age, and in any part of the Gentile world. 

It may be said that, in all probability, God will not 
endue bad angels with the spirit of prophecy^ or per- 
mit them to reveal things to come^ It is probable in- 
deed he will never do it, where there is a competition 

betweenr 
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lietsit'een true religion and idolatry, and when it would 
make men worse than they would else be. But it ap- 
pears irom the scriptures^ that the prophetic afflaim 
has sometimes inspired bad men ; and we cannot be 
certain that God may not bring about some of the de* 
signs of providence even by evil spirits, by unworthy 
creatures, and immoral agents ; much less can we be 
certain tliat good angels were never employed, as mi- 
nistring spirits among the Pagans. Milton treats this 
subject in his Faradise Begained^ i» 446. and makes 
Christ say to Satan ; 

— Whence hast thou then thy truths 
But from him [God] or his angeis president 
In every province^ who themselves disdaining 
T' approach thy temples, give thee in command 
What to the smallest tittle thou shalt say 
To thy adorers $ 
It may l>e said also that divination among the Pa- 
gans helped, indirectly at least, to support idolatiy 
and Paganism. Socrates, and Plato, and Xenophon, 
and other worthy men^ believed divination by dreams 
and impulses ; and this opinion had a tendency to 
confirm them in their religion^ that is, in the belief of 
a supreme God, and of inferior gods^ and good dae- 
mons; It may be so ; but the divine providence 
seems hitherto never to have intended that Judaism, 
or afterwards Christianity, should be the religion of 
all mankind, since neither of these religions were ever' 
fairly proposed to all mankind. Divination, or the 
opinion of it, contributed to keep up Paganism in Pa- 
gan nations ; it contributed also to keep out Atheism ; 
and there is a sort of Paganism which, such as it is, is 
far better than Atheism, with Bayle's leave be it said, 
ivho was pleased to affirm the contrary, and who, 

whatsoever 
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turMil andjsmd to the spirit, I command ihee in the name 
of Jesus Christ to conie out of her. And he carneout 
the same hour. Thus the;;divine providence SP order- 
ed it, that this occurrence should turn greatly to the 
honour and advancement of Christianity. But tins 
prophetess might be in repute for discovering iost/*' 
stolen goods, or for revealing what happened m dis- 
tant places, or for predicting changes of weather, or 
for many things of a like nature, and might not be able 
to foretell tlie future actions of men. 

As to Isaias, we may infer with Vitringa, from !"« 
words, that God was determined so to conduct the 
great revolutions which were to be brought about m 
the world, and so to order die things relating to the vic- 
tories of Cyrus, and to the fall of Babylon, that h»s 
predictions should be accomplished, and that the Chal- 
deans and other Pagan prophets sbowld be filM with 
the spirit of error and of ignorance. / tun the Lard-^ 
tftatjTrustrateth the tokens of Uars, andmalceth <&«•»«. 
mad. And again he declares that the idols of B«*if* 
ton should be destroyed, and thtir false gods not aWe 
to defend themselves. So tliat the declaration* )& I- 
saiah may be supposed to relate to the pr*dW*ions 
made by Isaiah and by other prophets, in wWd» tlu 
toZTV"^"' '^'^ diviners should manifest^ apr 
^yVll T ^^ *J^eir Pagan neigW««l«^ ^ ' 

'^l> no such thin^ ?°^ ' *S8Spv< 
« ^nay be said "" ' ^^KT 

"^'tjhea^ to r?;^" 
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whatsoever was his design, has higUy obliged all A' 
theists and infidels, by many arguments and remains 
ficftttered Hp cind dovm in his wKiifcings. Bayle was 
toot the inventor of this hypothesis^ t^ugh he adom<« 
ed and improved it« Lucretius and other" Esprit 
i^fft had maintained it : 

Vixerefortes ante Agamemnona* 
lAicretius i» 6h 

lUud in his rebus vereoTi ne forte reark 
Impia te rationis inire eiementa, viamque 
Endogredi sceleris : quod amir a scepius oiim 
Relligio peperit scelerosa atque impia Jixcta. 
There may have been modes of idolatry which wei*c 
worse than Atheism, and which indeed, strictly speak- 
ing, were a kind of Atheism, as Bayle and others have 
truly observed ; there may have been Adieists in the 
Pagan world, who were better citizens, and honester 
people than many of their superstitious countrymen ; 
and some Epicureans, as to personal qualities, might 
be preferable to some Peripatetics and Stoics. Atheism 
in idolatrous nations, and in former ages, was not alto^ 
gether so great a depravity as it is now, since natural 
religion has received so much fi iendly aid from natu-^ 
ral philosophy, and from the excellent Newtonian sys- 
tem, and has been so well illustrated and confirmed 
by many skilfiil writers* Deism Trkewise is not so bad 
in places where Christianity is clouded and defacedt 
by superstition, as it is in countries where revealed re- 
ligion is free from such gross errors and defedts. There! 
have been several idolaters, Jews, Mahometans, and 
Christians, several reverend inquisitors, compellers to 
come in, propagators of the faith, by sword, halter, and 
faggot, who have been viler persons than several A-* 
tiieists ; and religion may be corrupted to such a de« 

greeg 
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gre^i as to be worse than unbelief; but if a man will 
needs draw the comparison between Atheism and ido^ 
latry, it is not feir to take the worst kind of supersti- 
tion^ and the most ignorant, flagitious, and infamoud 
Pagans who were infected with it, and oppose to then) 
the better sort of Atheists, ancient and modern, who 
lived reputably, and tell us that Epicurus, and Cas'* 
sius, and Atticus, and Pliny, and Spinoza were more 
to be esteemed than many believing Pagans, or perhaps 
Christians. 

We must consider Paganism in the whole, as it has 
been from the time when it began^ to this day^ in all 
ages, and in all places ; and the question is, whether, if 
all these Pagans had been Atheists^ it had been better 
for civil society in general, or no. On this question most 
of those who are not Atheists, I presume^ will chuse 
the negative ; and of the Atheists, all will not take the 
affirmative ; for there have been Atheists, who have 
thought that infidelity was only fit for polite gentle* 
men, and that religion was of use amongst the vul- 
gar, and a good state-engine. The remark therefore 
of this author is rather lively than pertinent, that ke 
is not agreaier madman who pays adoration to no beings 
than he who should devoutly tfforship his dog^ his hat, or 
his breeches. 

Homer has described to us a republic, if we may 
call it so, of a sort of Atheists, or despisers of the 
gods. Polyphemus says to Ulysses ♦, Stranger^ thou 
art afooU or thou comestfrom a far country y to talk to 
me of the gods : we are superior to them^ and value them 

not. 
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noi* The Cyehpes^ ssiyd Horner^ have no' religion^ no 
magistmtes, no assemblies, no laws, no industry^ no 
arts and sciences, no civility, no respect for one ano- 
ther; but each Cyclops, in his den, rules over his 
wife and children as he thinks fit, and eats all the 
stragglers that fall into his hands. An excellent im** 
age of Atheistical polity ! Odyss. L 273. 

Bay le had confirmed himself in an opinion that the 
Pagans worshipped a rabble of coequal, imperfect, vi*- 
tious gods ; not considering how much the doctrine 
of one supreme and of many inferior gods prevailed ; 
and for this reason he is the more excusable when he 
prefers Atheism to such Idolatry. 

As to the grace of God, says Bayle, the Pagans and 
the Atheists are equally destitute of it ; and none have 
it besides the regenerate, who cannot lose it, and who 
are predestinated to life eternal. Who taught him all 
this ? Not the Scriptures •, from which he could not 
prove it ; not the ancient Fathers, who were genendly 
of a contrary opinion, and entertained favourable sen- 
timents of the wiser Pagans ; not human reason, which, 
according to him, was only a Jack-a^lanihomy lead* 
ing those who followed it into bogs and ditches ; not 
the Synod of Dort, and some modern Supralapsarians, 
whom he despised in his heart. He only threw out 
this as an Argumentum ad hominem ; and he uses the 
same sort of argument, when he tells us with a serious 
face that Epiphanius, Jerom, and other doctors of di« 
vinity, ancient and modern, have declared kere9i/ to 
be worse, than atfidsm : As if there were any absurdi^i^ 
ty, that some doctor, as well as some philosopher, has 
not maintained ! Jerom'^s learning and abilities de- 
serve 

* Sec The Imptrfect Promulgation of tbc Coipel considered^ in a 
^erj good sermon by Bishop Bradford. 
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serve to be honoured, but his impetuous temper is no 

secret to those who have looked into his writings. 

Whfen he was warmed with disputing* he would calU 

HuncFurimn, hunc cUiud^jussii quod sp/enduia bilis. 

There have been Pagans^ who have bejieved in one 
God, great and good, and in inferior deities deriving 
their powers and perfections from the Father of gods 
and men, themselves good and beneficent, sind guilty 
of none of those vices and follies which poetical and 
fabulous history ascribed to them ; they have also per- 
haps believed that there were malevolent daemons, 
who were sometimes permitted to do mischief, but 
who were subject to the power and controul of the 
Deity ; and certainly such a religion (though accom- 
panied with some degree of superstition) together with 
a belief of the honestum and the turpe^ and with a to* 
terable system of morality, and with some conjectural 
hopes of a life after this, is far preferable to atheism, 
to the doctrine that a God^ and a providence, and a* 
BOtlier state, are 

Rumores vacuiy vej^baque inania, 
Et par solUdtofabula somnith 
I pretend not to deny that some atheists of old had 
notions of the honestufmnd tlie iurpe, and might act 
suitably to them : yet surely they had not so many 
motives to virtue, as the Pagans of whom I am now 
speaking. 

But, says Bayle, if you had examined these Pagans, 
and iieasoned with them concerning the supreme God, 
yOu would have found that they entertained some no* 
tions, the consequences of yvrhich were absurd, and 
would have destroyed the fair idea. And is not that 
the case of some Jews and Christians ? Men roust not 
be charged with all the consequences, which may per* 

o 9 hap;! 
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haps regularly follow from tiieir notions, whilst they 
neither draw them, nor perceive them, nofown them^ 

Which system is best, that of Socrates, or that of 
Epicurus ? that of the Platonics, or Stoics, or that of 
Hobbesj of Spinoza*^ and perhaps of Bayle, who too 
often niade a bad use of his great abilities, and who 
taught that a man could not believe that God was 
good and wise4 and that Christianity was true, with- 
out Sacnficing reason to fdth^ or, in plain English^ 
without renouncing common sense ? 

This ingenious and unaccountable author had fre*" 
quent quan'els with reason^ which at last ran so high, 
that he gave her a bill of divorce, and turned her out 
©f doors, with^ Res iuas tibi habefo. And yet, when 
he had discarded her, he would reason against her. 
That is, 

Nee tecum possim vwere^ nee sine te : 
An absurdity, which sticks, like the shirt of Hercules, to 
all those, of all denominations* who argue against rea^*, 
sort, as against a false and fallacious guide. To rail at heri 
and call her names, though it be not so genteel, yet is 

rather 

* Spinoza has endeavoured to shew, that there can be no such thing 
as liberty, and that there is no God. But how ? by a system of jar« 
gon, adorned at proper distances with Q^E. D. Great is the force of 
initiai letters ! Yet has this absurd and cloudy philosopher found ad- 
ihirers and disciples, who have followed him, as they say the tiger 
follows the rbitiocerosy to eat his excrements. Spinoza held ^ plenum^ 
which was hcCestery fot his purpose. If there be a vacuum^ Spino* 
za's god, or the material world, is a limited, imperfect substance, and 
depends on some cause. AhvAnlt petfection neither requires, nor ad- 
mits a cause, or an antecedent reason \ but of limuation and xmperfec^ 
lion there must be some cause. Spinoza would have owned this con- 
sequence from the admiteion of a itaeuoM^ for he says, that what is 
necessarily existing, must be infinite. H^ should therefore have pro- 
ved the existence of 9. plenum : ^tod Erat Demonstrandum, llie 
doctrine of a vacuuih is the spunge of all Atheistioal systems. ^ 
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ratiier less ridiculous, for she will never fifrriish arms 
against herself^ But these persons are usually as fond 
of their notions as Job was df his integrity ; they hold 
ihemjasi^ and wU/ not let them go : and who Would dis- 
pi^te with those, who, upon their own principles, .mysj 
neither give nor take a reason ? 

M. Baffle a pretendu pn^woei^ qu^il vploit mieux it re 
Athee qu^Idoldtre i c^eat a dire en d^autres termes^ qu^il 
est moins dangereux de n^ avoir point de tout de religioi^^ 
que d^en avoir une maiivaise, — 

Dire que la ^ligion n^esf pas un n^if riprimant^ 
parce qu^elle ne reprime pas todjours^ c* est dire que les 
IjHX d^Hfis ne sont pas un motif riprimant nonplus. 
C^est mal raisonner contfe la Religion de rassemblejr dan^ 
un grand Ouvrage une league enumeration des pmux 
qu^elle a produits^ si l^an nejitit de mime celle des hiens 
qu^^lte a f aits. Si je vouloi^ r^V^^f jtqus les mcmx 
qu^otU produit dai»s le m^nde les Loix t^ivjiles^ la Monar- 
chies le GQuvemement RepubUcain^ je £rois des chases 
effroyables. Quand il seroit inutile que les sujets eussent 
une religion^ il ^e le seroit pai que les Princes en eussent y 
et quails blanchissent d^icun^ le seulfrein^ que ceux qui 
ne craignent pas les Loix humaines, puissent avoir. — 

La question ffesf pas de s f avoir ^ s*U vaudroit mieux 
qu^un certain homme ou qu^un certain peuple n^eut point 
de religion J que d^ abuser de celle quUl a; mais de sf avoir 
quel est le moindre mal^ que Pon abuse quelquejqis de Iq 
religion J ou qu'il fCy en ait point du-tout parnju les horn* 
mes^ 

Pour diminuer Vhorreur de PAthfisme on charge trop 
PIdolatrie. — 

// convient que (dans le gguvemement DespotiqueJ il 
y ait quelque Livre sacri qui serve de rigic. — Le Code 
Jieligieux supplee au Code Civile etjixe Vqrhitr^ire. 

,G 3 Is 
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LeRai de Per^e est h Chefde la Jleligian^ mms PAlfi 
coran regie la Religion : PEmpireur de la Chine esi I0 
Souverain Pontifey mms ily a des Uvres qui soni enire 
ks mains de tout le monde, auxquels ily doit hi^mime se 
conformer. En vain un EmpSreur votdut^il hs aboUr; 
ils triomphirent de la tyranme. L^Esprit des Lois, i. 
xxiv. ch. 2. K xii. ch. 29. 1- xxv. ch. 8. 

Je ne suispas du sentiment (de M. Beyle) que i^A-^ 
theisme soit preferable d I'ldohtrie Payenne^ en tout 
sens. Pour repondre i la question^ ilfaudrmty ce me sem^ 
hle^ premierement distinguer des society, les opini(ms con* 
siderfes d^une maniere abstrmte^ etfoite d^un cot^la de^ 
scription de PAtheisme^ et de r autre celle de Pldolatrie. 
I^on trouveroit peut'iire qu^il y a telle Idolatrie qui seroit 
preferable 4 I Atheisme, et telle autre qui sermtpire. 
Ainsijje nepuis repondre fi oui^ ni non^ 4 la question g^^ 
neralle de M. Bayle. En second Hen^ quand il s^agiroii 
de cofisiderer^ non les opinions en general, mais les Sode^ 
tez en elles mimes, qtn feroient profession de P Idolatrie 
Payenne, ou de PAthei^me ; ilfaudroit encore faire de 
grandes distinctions, Sj dioiser la question enplusieurs 
propositions, selon les (Efferens cas que I' on poseroit^ et 
auxquels on rSpondroit nSgativement, ou qfi'rmativement^ 
suivant leur drpersite. Je n^ai ni le Iqisir, ffi la v^lontS 
de nCappUquer a cette sorte de recherche, et je «*«• au^ 
rois mS/ne pien dit, siM. Boyle ne m'avoitfmt Phonneur, 
de me citer, entre ceus, quil crmt Stre de son sentiment, 
dans 1' Article Ixxvii. de la Continuation des pensee^ 
di verses sur les Cometes, Le Clerc, Bibl. Chois. V. 
i509. 

Si ce qu^on nous dit des opinions, des loix, Sj des mamrs 
des sujets des Yncas est vrm, il n^y apoira en d' Empire 
Jdolatre dans les autres parties du monde, sans en excepter 
ceux des nations les plus poUes et les plus savantes, oU ily ait 

eu 
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mu de m bonnes loixj ei ou elks meni M si bien obsercies. Im . 
reSgion^ qui co$tsisiaiiprincipalemeni a adorer ei a sacrifi* 
er au Sokil — non des victimes kunmnes' — nmis des biies 
et d^auires chases^ aki ia moinsg&tee^ qu^il ffaiieupar* 
pu les Idolatres. Outre le Soleil^ Us disoient qu'^il y a- 
fvoit «ne auire Divinite. — lis parloient de ce Dieu^ com^ 
me d'un etre invisible^ dont la naiure leur itoit inconnue^ 
et qui avoit cri^ le Soleil mime et les itoiles. Its croy* 
ment aussi l^immortulite de Vame^ et atoient mime une 
idee confuse de la resurrection^ a ce que dit Garcilasso 
de la Vega; — Supposi que ce qu*il dit soit viritnble^ on 
peut £re qu^une Societi Idolatre comme celle-la, etoit in- 
i;omparablement meUleure que ne le seroit une societe d^ 
Aihies.^^eux qui n^ontpas encore Iti cetfe histoire se- 
ront ckarmet de Pexcellente police des Peruviem\ de la 
eharite quails aooient pour lespauvreSy les veuves ^ les orr 
phelins^ et de l^innocenoe de leurs mceurs^ a les considerer 
comme des peuples destituez des lumieres de la Revelation. 
II y aui^a mime bien des ge^s^ qui seront plus idifiez des 
Veitus Morales des Americains^ destituez des lumieres 
du Ciel^ que des Vertus Theologiques des Espagnols^ 
qui sont, comme Us le croyent^ les meilleurs Chritiens dn 
fttonde. — Le Clerc, Bibl. Chois. Y, p. 380. 

Bayle, after having shewed us the worst side of Pa- 
ganism, proceeds to insult Christianity, and to tell us 
that a nation consisting of true Christians must soon 
perish, and could not maintain itself against its irreli- 
gious neighbours, which doctrine is also retailed in 
fhat flagitious and detestable book called Tbe Fable of* 
the Bees. And how does this appear ? Is it because 
Christianity makes a man a poltroon ? He does not 
pretend to say that : but because, according to tlie 
gospel, self-defence is unlawful, stratagems in war are 
primes, merchandizing is wickedness, arid riches and 

o 4 honours 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



lO-l* REMARKS ON 

honours are prohibited. They who talk thus shew that 
they understand not, or will not understand cither the 
Strong and figurative style of the scriptures, or die ra- 
tional methods of interpreting them, or the true na*? 
ture of virtues and vices. 

If this author proposed to himself to acquire the ap-5 
plause of free-thinkers, he had his reward : but when 
Phocion had made a speech which was applauded by 
the populace, he asked. Have I not said some foolish 
thing J 

To return to divination, it appears from the Scrip-, 
tures that some good and great men, wlien they were 
taking )i^ye of the world, and blessing their children, 
or their nation, were enlightened with a prophetic spi- 
rit. Homer inakes his heroes, as Patroclus and Hector, 
prophesy ^t the time of their death ; and Cicero intro- 
duces his brother thus arguing in behalf of divination: 
Epicurum ei'go cniepo^es Platotd Sf Socrati? qui ui ra- 
iionem non reddejf-enf^ auctoritaie ton^ien hos nunutos phi^ 
losophos vincereni. Jufief igitur Plafo^ sif ad scmmum 
pr&ficisci corpopbus qffectis^ uf njibil sit^ quoderrorem a- 
mmis perturbationemque affe^'at^r^Quum ejrgo es( somno. 
sevocatus animus q societaie^ et a contagignfi corporis , turn 
memimi prceientorum^prcesentiq cernii^Jufumprtevidei : 
jacei emm corpus-r:^ig€t animus: qtunf muifo rnQgisfa-' 
ciet post morfem-^itaque^ appropinquante morfe muifo est 
divinior.'^Divinare, aufem morientes^ etiam {lip exemplo 
cof^rmat Posidonius-^^IdqM^ Jaci/ius e^venief appropin^ 
quante morte, ut qt^mi Jutufca augurentur, Ex quo ef 
illud est Calqni^i de quo qnffi diJ^^ ef Homefici Bectoris^ 
aui moriens propinqucun AchjiUi mortem d^nuniiat. De 
pivin. i. 30. 

The Pagans had also an opinion that the good wish-* 
es and the imprecations of parents were often fulfilled, 

and 
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and had in them a kind of divination. Read the story 
of Phcenix in Homer, //. L 445^ &c. And Plato says 
that every wise person revered and esteemed the pray- 
ers of his parents, knowing that they were very fre- 
quently accomplished. Ilac Si m Ix^r ^oCtTrai Kai rifix 
yofiw €i/;^«c, «X<i}c 'oroKKoTf ^ larokKaxti tTtTiketf yfye^lro^, De 

JLeg. xi. p. 931. Consult the place, and compare it 
with the case of Esau, in Gen. xxvii. 

Eusebius has treated the subject of Oracles in his 
Prteparaiio Evangelica^ L. iv. v, vi , He produces such 
arguments as tend to shew that it was all human fraud, 
and, amongst other things, he informs us, that many 
Pagan priests and prophets, who (under Constantine, 
I suppose) had been taken up, and tried, and tortur- 
ed, had confessed that the oracles were impostures, 
and had laid open the whole contrivance, and that 
their confessions stood upon record,* and that these 
were not obscure wretciies, but philosophers and ma- 
gistrates, who had enriched themselves by persecuting 
and plundering the Christians. So Theodoret tells us, 
that in demolishing the temples at Alexandria, the 
Christians found hollow statues fixed to the walls, in- 
to which the priests used to enter, and thence deliver 
oracles, V. 22. Eusebius adds, that the Peripatetics, 
Cynics, and Epicureans were of opinion that such pre- 
dictions were all artifice and knavery. He then pro- 
duces the arguments of Diogenianus against Divina- 
tion. But Eusebius, as also all the ancient Christians, 
was of opinion, that with these human frauds there 
might have been soriietimes a mixture of daemoniacal 
tricks. Pr. Ev. vii. 16. He then argues against the 
oracles from the concessions and the writings of Pa- 
gans. He shews fi-om Porphyry, that, according to 
that philosopher's own principles, and according to 

the 
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the reasonings of other Pagans, the gods who deiiverw 
ed oracles must have been evil daemons. He proves 
tlie same thing from humap sacrifices, and producer 
Porphyry's testimony and opinion that the Pagans wor» 
shipped evil daemons, the chief of whom were &rqw 
and Hecate. He proves the same from Plutarch, 
and he gives a collection made by Oenomaus of wick« 
ed^ false, trifling, ambiguous oracles. 

The old Oracles often begin with 'axx' St«f, Bui wken^ 
which is an odd setting out. Thus in Herodotus, 

*Ax^ oVgty ij/iiarc<— i. 55. 
'Ax^* oTOjf ir S/frai — iii. 67^ 
'Akk orar n ^nk&n — ^vi. 77* 
'Akk Srav 'AflifjLilof — yiii. 77, 

In the Oracula Vetera, 

'Akk 01 /uiU jtaHwTtf 9fc— ^ 

'Akk oTfc li ¥Vfifai-'^ 

Akk CTTOTOLf TlOofiU^— • 

AkK JVar eiKWQvt'^-r 

In imitation of which style, we find in the Sibyl* 
line oracles, and in the beginning of a sentence, 

'Akk iwiroLf (jnyikoio 0f5—— 

And so in many places of that collection, which I 
shall not transcribe. 

Hence Aristophanes, in banter, I suppose, of the 
predictions in Herodotus, makes a pompous and ridi- 
culous oracle, and uses the same foolish introduction^ 
to persuade a sausage-monger to set up for a dema-r 
gogue and a ruler. The oracle is in heroic verse, and 
runs thus : Equit.' 197. 

*AkX oTTOTav /^oif^jf fivfcauijef ayKVkoxuktic 

m 
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NA rift Tt<t/fKayimf fdf M9Xki/la$ n CMfoiclKfiOi* 
KoiKto^eikJvra ll Stoc fjiyoL xvSk iirJ^et, 

Put when tie Tanner^Eagle with a crooked beak shallseize 
the stupid blood^dfinking Aragon^ then the Faphlagonian 
pickk shall perish ; and the Deity shall advance the sau^ 
sage^mongers to the highest honours^ if they will but leave 
eff their trade ^ and sell no more puddings. 

Lucian also, De Morte Peregrini^ gives us two ora- 
cles made upon the death of that knave, who burnt 
himself publicly, the one by a seeming fnend, tlic o- 
ther by a foe. 

The first was ascribed to the SUbyl^ who was the Mo^ 
ther Shipton of the Ancients : 

Akk 9^o'ta9 Tlft/ltu^ KvvntSr %^ Sifivo^ awi/lQf 
Znrhc iftyliTiy rifiwof koIol vZf aranawcLt 

Aw rirt Wfjetf ojulSc 0/ afrifiK Kafyror ilovst, 
Vlv^li^^k9¥ rifAif H€K0fAat ^Hf€i>a /jLiytrop, 

Put when Proteus^ the chief of the Cynics^ leaping into 
thejlames^ near the temple of Jupiter^ shall ascend up to 
Olympus^ then let all mortcds with one consent adore the 
nocturnal hero^ and rank turn with Vulcan and Hercules. 
The second was fathered upon Bacis^ the Nostroda^ 
mus of his times : 

Axx hTTvroLf Kurixcc ^okvdrvfjLOC ec ^hoya. wokkrir 

Aw r'oTi Tvc oLXkovc xuraxfil^ixac, o7 ot t^fro/lxtt 
Mifiet^^ai Xf^ troTfiop dirotxpf^itoio kvKoto, 
*Of li xi letkof im, fivyet fiLivof ^HfdtWoio, 
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Bui when the Cf/mc^ who has more names than one, indi^ 
eii by the Furies, and by the madltyoe ofvain-ghry, shall 
jump into ihe fames, then let all the dog-foxes^ his trusty 
disciples, follow the example of the departed wolf. And 
ifawf one of them shrink, and be afraid of the fre, let 
all the Greeks pelt him with stones, that he moif no more 
shfw Mis courage otdtf by prating, and put gold into Ms 
satchel, and lend it out to interest, and add to iheffieen 
talents which he has hoarded up at Pattne. 

It is probable that Lucian made both these oradest 
to divert himself and his readers, not foi^etting the es- 
sential 'axx JVar. But Lucian's raillery could not put a 
stop to the superstition of the world ; for this Pere- 
grinus, or Proteus, was deified, and had, at Parium, 
a statue erected, to which religious honours were paid, 
and which delivered oracles. See Athenagoras Legat. 

The comedy of Aristophanes, cited above, abounds 
with ridicule upon the oracles, and shews the liberty 
which the wits in his days took to deride them, and 
to bring them intocontenipt. 

If the writer fife Dm Syria be in earnest, and sincere 
in his narration, as he seems to be, there were few Pa- 
gan temples and oracles more remarkable than tliat of 
Hierapolis in Syria, and from his account it may be 
inferred, that the priests of that temple had carried the 
arts of imposture to great perfection, and surpassed 
their ancient instructors the Egyptians, like the thief 
who stole a statue of Mercury, and told the god. 

The Egyptians, says tliis autlior, were the first who 
had knowledge of the gods, and built them temples, 
^c. and from them the Assyrians learned the^ things. 

Herodotus 
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Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus say the same. Lu- 
ciano de Dea Syr. § 2. 

"Eft 01—*!^ 3'foi Se ^.dflx auroTfft c^^amc* Hfdi yoif th cif ^oLfo. 

nro 19 ri tviS, %hjet9^iAoK rv Ifi, ^ vokk9i nwwvw. Sunt auiem 
— prcesenies vtdde iis Dii. Sudani emm apud i/ias simu" 
lacra, et moventnr^ aique eduni oracula. Ckmor etiam 
scepe in cede multis exaudientibus oriuSj cum clausum essei 



Tbey bad a statue of Apollo, differing from the 
Grecian images of. that god in two things, he was re- 
presented with a beard, and he was clothed ; and he 
delivered lus oracles tlius : 

MoLf%tx wokKcL fjih caf "Exaw/, tsroXAa St if ^ol^ AiyvTrVotat, 
roL it ^ tv rSA^un, j if TwXe 'Ach croxxa tri. aVxa rot julv ire ifioitr Sinu 
VTi ^fo^nileaf f6iy[9/lou. oil li avroc ri Kwitlat^ i^ rnf fJiou/lnUf ic rihoc 
avTMfyiet. rfoirof St pw'ri; Tomlt^ iSr if tfl^xyo-/ Xf^^f^^^^{^^> ^ '^^ 
tSf « vfcira xtifitlxu ol Se fin tfiic aJr/xa dufwat. Sr Se ^« diifwrt, o St 
ihf^, ^ f( ^Qf in Kifiila$. ivr if St V'crolvfTic fifwi, iyet cfiatc, 
wdAn ^ifilifiaf, nil U axxov c^ trt^>r fnilainilim. rihoi i ctj>;^itf tJc 
afltdffOLf, t^tfitW fAtf TTtfl iwir^w ^r^viffiirw^ o St iV r/ ^i 3-«Vw 
VQiliff^aiy oTTtiret afa^wfte*. nf Se rt iTainri, ayet k to Vfbau thc 
^fo9figofTOLC, oKtiVTrtf nfto)(iaf. VT» fjLtv ffvvayiifyffn ra. ^KTfaloi, kf 
vTi Ifhf vfiyfioL «StK, in *itiof TdTM any ttohcvvi, \iye$ St ttdi ri 
CTtoc ^ifif ^ Twr ofic^v awnt vaaiuf, j oxoTt vx iirorlat, Kiyet S^ 
j^ T« Xfifin^ iffifi, KOTt yjfii fih SiotS»;^e«r^ rm etTCof ctTrohnuIriy. 
^Efici Si ^ ikho TO f/<(ti» ^AfiOfloc IfTfniu ot fAif y.n if'iic adfovlic 
iptf9r, St T¥C /iir if y? x3cV« txi^t, aJrcc St ey tJ »fe^i /Jiwoci^o- 
fiiro. Oracula apud Gnecos multa^ multa apud ^ggp- 
tios. Verurn etiam in Libtfa et in Asia multa sunt. Sed 
alia non sine sacerdotVnis vel prophetis respondent : at hie 
mocetur ipse^ et divinafionem adjinqm usque solus perdn- 
cit. Modus hie est. Cum vult reddere oraeulum^in se- 
de primum sua movetur. Sacerdotes'iero ipsum continuo 

to'lunt. 
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toUuHf. Si vera non hliant, ilte sudai, et versus medhm 
adhuc niooeiur. Cum verosubeunies onus ipsumjerumi^ 
agit illos usquequaqve in orbem, et in aUum ex «& tran^ 
siKi. Tandem obsistens saeerdoium princeps intem^ai 
iUum de rebus omnibus. Isque si noUijSni, reirocetUi; 
si veroprobeii anirorsmn agit suae bf^ulos^ tanquam ha^ 
benis auriga. Ita coUiguni aracnhy Sf neqne rem sacram 
nUim neqne privaiam sine hocfaduni. Freedic^ etiam 
de anno omfdbusque iiiius iempesiatibus^ et quando non 

futures sint: item pnisJSdt de signo^ quando emh, quant 
dicebam modo^ profeotionem suscipiat. Narrabo etiwn 
a&idy quody me pruesefOe, egU. Saeerdotes subiatum 

Jerebant. At ipse iUos humi reUquiij sub&mis ^se soius 

Jerebatur. lb. § 36, 37* 

This author says here that he saw the image suspend- 
ed and moving along in the air, upon which La Cfoze 
and Guietus observe that he is a liar *« They did not 
consider that feats as surprising as this have been per- 
formed by machinery assisted with legerdemain ; and 
that Christian monks, as well as Pagan priests, have 
been eminent in such arts. We are obliged to the 
writer for not omitting a remarkable circumstance, 
that the image was adorned with a fine robe ; the 
cloak was not put on for nothing, and served in all 
probability to conceal some knavery. 

The tricks of tlie Egyptian priests were not to be 
compared to this ; their little gods, when they were 
carried in procession, did not sweat, like these statues, 
but only made the porter sweat : 



• Gccro mentions the old story of the wooden /iious of Rotnulus« 
which was not consumed in a fire, and treats it as a fahle, De Divin. 
ii. 38. and yet it might possibly be true ; &>r incombustible Wood has 
been discovered. 
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s ie numina Memphis 
In vuigus fToferre s^let : penefy^aHlms exit 
JE^^es; breois tUa quidem : sedpiunmus infra 
Lmiger imposiio susj^ai vede sacerduSj 
Te9i0tus sudore Demn* 

Claudian iv« Cons^ Han. 669* 
Obsenre that this statue did not speak, and that wIkh 
the writer says hiyet inof trift, he only means that it 
intScaied or dedisred. From his account we may ool* 
lect, that when any question was put to it, if it retired 
and drew back, that was as much as to say, No: if it 
advanced, the meaning was, Yes. 

We liave accounts very like this^ from other autliors^ 
cif other statues and oracles. I>i6dorus Sic. xvii. says 

of Jupiter Ammon : Ti St tv 0ev ^w^k — rw fAarlttaf fiiflt- 

iytoini^/la. Srot li tTtt riv &fiw ^fPtltf 7«r ^%of, arfoclyw^tr av- 
T9fiarid^ o^nt «ror if iyot ra rv d'tv hv/iaol rir wofifay-, Simulch 
crum Dei — pecuUari noooque plane vaiicinandi genere o^ 
racula etSi. In aurea enim nad a s^tcerdoiibus octogin* 
ia circumferiur ; qui humeris Deum gestanies eo tendunf 
qtno forte fortnna Dei mdus eos agit. Compare witli 
this Q. Curiim iv.^7. Macrobius, i. 33. says, Hujus 
[Heiiopolitaru'\ templi religioetiam divinatione pra^poUet^ 
quce cii ApoUims poiestatem referiur^ qui idem aiqne Sol 
est. Vehifur enim simulacrum Dei Heliopoliianiferculo^ 
-*^/ subeunt plerumque provindre proceres^ rasa capites 
/ongi temporis casiim9niapuri;Jerunturquedii>ino spiritu^ 
mm sua arbiirio^ sed quo Deus propeUit vekentes : ui 
videmus apud Antium prof/iove$'i simulacra Fortunarum ad 
danda responsa. Strabo says from CalUsthenes, that 
Ammon delivered his answers, v Sia Khyt^, axKoc r€J/««<r/ 
kat <rv/j£ihQ{K to arhiif. ^n verbis^ sed^ ui plarimum^ nutu 
et signis. See Van Dale De Orac, p. 210. who pro- 
duces 
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duces these passages of Diodorus, Macrobius, and 
Strabo, and adds some from other authors. 

The writer deDea Syria tells us tliat the beasts which 
were kept in this sacred place lost their natural fierceness. 

'£r It r^ ctvK^ afilot flfAOvroU fioic fityiKoi, ^ iirvet, ^ curot, ^ 

^ ;(eifo»flc6c. In aula soiuii pascuniur boves magni, ei e* 
qui^ ei aqnUas^ ei ursi^ ei leonesy qui nequaquom noceni 
homimbus^ sedsacri omnes suni^ ei mansueii. § 41. 

The city and temple also, as he informs us, swarm- 
ed with GiMi^ or casiraied priesiSy who perhaps per* 
formed the same operation upon these wild besists, 
which they had performed upon themselves ; and this, 
together with due correction administered from time 
to time, and a good education, and seeing much com- 
pany, and proper food, and a full belly, and three 
meals a day, would make these lions and bears as tame 
as lambs. The fttyakoi jSocc were probably oxen, who 
grow to a much larger size than bulls ; and a bull is 
a surly animal, witli whom it is hard to cultivate any 
friendship. 

Van Dale observes from Theophrastus, that cedar^ 
and those sorts of wood which contain an oily mois- 
ture, will have a dew upon them in damp weather, 
and that statues made of them will sweat, which pass- 
ed for a prodigy with silly people. He mentions this, 
as illustrating what is said in the book De Dea Syria 
concerning sweating images : but I rather think that 
the priests there had some surer contrivance to bring 
about this miracle, and could make their images sweat 
when they thought it proper. 

The book De Dea Syria is very entertaining, and 
composed elegantly, and in the Ionic dialect : the au- 
thor seems to have been a pagan who gave credit to 

prodigies 
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prodigies, oracles, and the power of the geds, which 
was not Lucian^s case. If Lucian wrote it, to whom 
it is ascribed, one might &us]>ect tlut, as he proposed 
to follow Herodotus in style and manner, so he affect- 
ed to inifitate him in gmvely relating marvellous and ' 
triiange things. But if this were hts design, it was of 
too refined a nature, and by the seriousness which 
runs tlux>ugh the whole composition, the jest has been 
hitherto lost. Luciaa, Ver^ HisL ii. 3L banters He^ 
rodotus as a liar^ though unjustly, I tliink ; for in tliis 
charming' hfstorian there are some marks of credulity, 
but none of dishonesty. Whosoever made the book, 
ahd with whatsoever intent, his -narration seems to be 
historically true^ and much <>f it is confirmed by o- 
thcr writers* We are informed by Fabricius, Bibl. 
Gr. iii. ;50l- that Jurieu, in his Hisiory q/ the Jewish 
Biies and <doctrme$^ has concluded that Lucian was 
not the author of this treatise, because it is written in 
the Ionic dialect. The argument ][uroves nothing, for 
Lucian was an ingenious monkey, who could imitate 
what he would, and throw himself into all sliapes ; and 
lie might affect this sweetly flowing style, ibr ^evjeral 
reasons, or out of mere fancy ; and Arrian,'as Fabri- 
cius observes, wrote his Indica iu this dialect^ though 
he composed his other works in the Attic diction. I 
have not Jurieu's book to consult, and perhaps it is 
not worth the seekii)g^ Jurieu made a figure in his 
iime, and liad more zeal than discretion. He wrote 
30me tracts of devotipn, apd he was remarkable for 
two things ; first, for misinterpreting the Apocalypse, 
and thence foretelling what never came to pass ; scr 
^condly, for publishing idle stories againsjt Grotius, 
^nd other learned men, in abodkicaUed jL'JS^pr/V deMon^ 
Mieur Amauid. The book at first had a rmi, for censure 
yoL. I, IJ i» 
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is of a healthy complexion, and thrives better than pa« 
pegyric ; and as it has been said of a hog *, that hia 
sonj is giyen him instead of salt, to keep him from 
ptinking, so what is called secrei history will preserve 
even ^ slovenly performance from decaying, longer 
than one would imagine : but now this work would 
be little known, if Bayle, and \jt Clerc, and others 
had not chastised it, iii which, perhaps, they did It 
too much honour, Jurieii by treating Grotius as an 
infidel, went to work like a bungler, for Est ars etiam 
pialedicendi^ as Joseph Scaliger said upon a like occa- 
sion, and it requires something of a hand to throw dirt. 
Bossuet, though he did not fight with such weapons 
as Jurieu, yet attacked Grptins, as a dangerous author 
^nd a Spcinian, and made remarks upon him which 
are mere declamation and verbiage. It is one thing 
to be bishop of Meaux^ and another thing to be Hu-z 
go Grotius : 

Ov y) if fJLtVOlVl KetTOtl 

^Qmry^oflt fifw '\, 

Calmet, if I reniember right, has also treated Grotius 
in the same manner, Grotjus was inclined to think 
and to judge rather too favourably th^n too hardly of 
the church of Rome ; for whicji somp of the ecclesi- 
astics of that cpmmunion have repaid him with the 
gratitude that was to be expected, and have taught 
by-standers, that he who endeavours to stroke a tiger 
^ntp good humour, will at least haye his fingers bitten 
gff in the experiment. 

JJerodottjs 

^ Cicero De N^i. Df&r, li. 64, 
f Non c|U|n in medio jac^nt 
i^ Ardua dona Musarum 

£i, quolibet auferqidai 
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Herodotus is of opinion that divination and oracles 
had their rise in E^pt, and thence came into Afric 
and Greece, and that the oracle at Dodona was the 
most ancient in Greece. L. ii. The opinion is very 
{Npobable, for Egypt was the nursery of idolatry ancj 
superstition. Homer mentions the temple of Jupiter 
at Dodona, and ths^t of Apollo at Pytho, or Delphi, 
as being iUuetrious in the time of the Trojan war, and 
represents the latter as immensely rich. 11. n. 933. 1. 
404.. 

Herodotus shews us the great authority of oracles, 
from ancient times down to his own, by which king- 
doms were disposed of, and war and peace were made, 
He relates that the Heraclidae^ who, before Gyges, 
reigned in Lydia, at Sardes, obtained tlie kingdom by 
an oracle, and that Gyges, who slew his master Can-r 
daulesy had the kingdom adjudged to him by t}ie Del- 
phic oracle, which fitvour he rewarded by ^sending 
thither large gifts. Henodotus every where speaks of 
oracles, divinatioa, and prodigies, as one who firmly 
.believed in them^ and who was displeased with thos^ 
that slighted them. See viii. 77. He gives w there 
an oracle of Bacis, in which there is a remarkable exr 
pressioigu and in die style of: the Scriptures, 

Compescetjufcenem meritissima poena superbum, 
as Ps€dm Ixxxix^. 22.T-»or ^A^. son o/' wickedness ^j/Jftc/ 
him. 2 Sam^ vii. 10. neiiher shall the children o/'wicr 
Icedness qffiici them. Judas is called the son of perdir 
Jkm, John xvii. 12. where see Grotius. 

Herodotus also relates prophetic dreams which were 
«aid to have been accom})lished, as the dream 9f CrcBr 
sus, of Astyages, and of others. Having travelled, 
aays Prideaiy:, through Egypt^ Syria, and several other 

U 9 countries^ 
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countries, m order to the writing qfhisUstoryf he tHif^ m 
(raveliers used to do^he put down relations upon trusty at 
he met with them^ and no doubt was imposed upon in ina* 
ny of them. 

Van Dale, in his 1y>Qk J)e Ora^iis^^ ob£torve$^ that 
the Oi^cular temples were usually situated in moun^ 
tainous places, which abounded with caverns . fitted 
for frauds. That the oracles were delivered only at 
stated times. That at Delphi, the priestess had priests^ 
prophets, and poets, to take down, and explain,. 4n4 
mend her gibberish ; which served to justify ApoUq 
from the imputatiqn of making bad verses, f^ if they 
were defepti ve, the fault was laid upon the amaiiuoins 3 
That the consulters sometimes wrote their lequesCa^ 
and received answers in writing : That the priests had 
the art of opening letters, and closing them again witht 
out breaking the seal : That the ad^toj whence the onu* 
pies were delivered, were shaded wjth branches, an^ 
f^louded with incense, to help the fraud : That in thfc 
temples sweet smells were suddenly diffused^ to shew 
^hat the god was in good humour : That there are drugs^ 
herbs, and fumigations which will, make a man fbanh 
at the mouth, and be delirious, and that the priestess 
might use «uch methods : That it might ^sp somes- 
times be grimace and artifice : That thfe gqd some^ 
tiipes gave answers himself^ by a voice, or by tlie mor 
tion of his statue, ^, This is what I had to offer 
concerning divination, and piophecy in general, thb 
Sibylline oracles excepted, which shall be examined 
apart. 

The prophecies relating to our Saviour, and to Chris-r 
tianity, liavesome of them a mixture of obscurity, and 
the interpretations which have been given of them ve 
yarious : but this ought to be matter neither of wonv 
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der, nor di^ offence^ because in the nature of things it 
cannot be otherwise^ 

A were indeed to he wQmkred^ if obscuritif should not 
Be upon some of the prophecies^ the latest whereof was 
written at the distance of above two thousand i/ears ago. 
' Prophetic writings^ besides what is common to them with 
oikei/i Tsmtins^s, to grow dark with age, have something pe^ 
culiar in their nature to render them lessinielugible, Pro^ 
pkedes^ r^notefrom the time of* their accompUskmefiti 
und whose completion depend^ on the concurrence of free 
t^ents, are not wont to be delivered very distinctly atfrst* 
The obscurity h^mes greater^ from the language where^ 
in ih^ are written. The Hebrew^ Os other Eastern lan-^ 
gfutgesj is entirely Afferent from the European. Many 
things are there left to be supplied by the quickness of the 
reader^ s apprehension^ which are with us expressed by pro^ 
per words (md repetitions. Particles disjunctive and'ad^ 
tersativej significative marks of connexion and of transit 
Am from one subject to another are ofien omitted here. 
Dialogues are carried on^ objections answered^ compari'*^ 
eons made^ without notice in the discourse; and through 
Jrequewt change of persons^ tenses^ and numbers^ we are 
lefi to guess who are the persons spoken of which gave no 
il&gSeuUy to them whose living language it was. 

The prophetic style is of all other the most copious this 
way. If seems to be a sort qfkmguage by itself. It ties 
itself to no order or method^ but passes from one subject to 
another insensibly^ and suddenly resumes it again^ and often 
salMes out to the mmn thing that was intended in the pro-* 
fhe^s thoughts. The prophets used to act part of zohai 
they were to foretell: those actions suppljjing the place of 
wo9*ds^ aAd being not expressed in the writings a sort of 
chasm is sometimesto be discerned in them; as atothertimes^ 
Afferent discourses, or addresses^ distinguishable in the 

Ho spealcingj 
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spealctng^ by proper signs and motions^ seem now to he 
connected^ though they have no relation to each other, — 

What increases the difficulty, is the little or no order 
tJiat the collectors haoe placed the prophecies in^ according 
to the usage of the ancients, who joined together writings 
upon different occasions, of the same authors, and some- 
times of different authors, as if they made but one conti-^ 
nued ^course. — 

The mistake might have be^ in some measure prevent-' 
ed, had the books written by the Jews, after their return 
from the Babylonian captivity, remained to our days — Bui 
these kelps fail us, and not one book writ in the Hebrew 
tongue-, since prophecy ceased, hath escaped the general 
calamity that hath befallen the Jewish writings. Bp. 
Chandler Introd. to Defense of Christian. 

Oraiio Jesaia: sic est constructa, ut de illius arte, efe- 
gantia, kHfyda, pondere, nihil tarn magmficum cogitari ac 
did possiti quin sit infra ejus meritum. — Sedidipsum est^ 
quod interpretem multis in has impedit, ejusque, studiosi 
etiam et bonis subsidiis instruct!, diligentiam ac judicium 
valde exercet. Imo vero censeo^ nullius mortalis^ licet in 
Hebrceis Uteris docte versati, tantam esse acumen, peri^ 
iiam, perspicadam, utProphetce nostro longe pluribus locis 
reddere potuerit genuinum suum sensum, nisi Lectio anti^r 
qua Synagogica per traditionem in Sc/iolis Hebr<eorum 
fuisset conservdia, ut eam nunc Masoreikarum punctuSs 
expressam liabemus* Yitringa, Prof at. ad Jesaicm. 

II y a dans les Prophetes beaacoup de mots trisobscurs^ 
qui pouvoient Stre clairs autrefois, que la langue Hebraic 
que Stoit forissante. II y a encore plus de passages, oi 
la construction et la liaison du discours nesonipasfaciles 
a developer, et ok Pon ne voit pas bien ce que les Pro* 
phetes ont voulu dire. Les adltisionsfrSquentes a des cho^ 
ses^ qui nous sont inconnues^ soit d Regard des Juifs, soit 

a Pigard 
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i Pigard de hpHport despeaples voisinsy dont il ne nous 
reste cmcuns monumenSy ne servent pas peu d> einbarrasser 
les mterpretes^ Le Clerc^ BibL Choisi xxviii S,S 1 ; j 

Nos sane suas eleganiias esse Hebf^ceorum Lmjruce^ 
quemadfnodam ceteris ommbuSy non negamus; sed cum 
cultis ei copiosis Unguis conferendam esse, non putamasi 
Monendus tamen est Lector earn a nobis ^evtari^ non 
quaUs olim dumjhrebaifortassejuity sed gualis ^uperest 
in Ubris Sacris, quibus omnes ejus reUqmoe continentur* 
Multo quidem plura tx^cabula^ pluresque phrases in usu 
Juisse^ quam quce in modico illumine kguntur^ non a*gre 
fatemur. Sed quoad potest ex ejus reliquiis judicium ferri^ 
inopem eam^ ambiguam^ etparum cuitamjuisse existima'* 
musy quod jam astendere aggrediemur^ 

linguarum omnium laudes in tribus poiissimum rebus 
Mtas sufitj in copia vocabulorum et phrasium^ inperspi^ 
cuitaie orationis, ejusque eiegantia^ cujus a Rhetoribus 
Canones describuntur ; quibus rebus multo Hebraicd su^ 
periores sunt multce lAnguas^ et Grieca quidem prce cete* 
ris; nee quasi pulcherrimam jactari Hebraicam posse ^ 
mamfestum est, &C.&C. LeClerc, Proleg, ad V. Ti Dis. i* 

Such are the difficulties which attend the interpre- 
tation of the prophecies, and which I chose to repre- 
sent in tlie words of competent judges. And yet that 
Jesus was the Messias foretold by the prophets ap** 
pears thus : The prophets speak of a new and second 
x:ovenant, which God would make with his people : 
They mention, not once or twice, but veiy often, the 
conversion of the .Gentiles from superstition and ido* 
latry to the worship of the jtrue God : They speak of 
four successive empires, the last of which was the 
Roman empire, and under this last empire they say 
that a new and everlasting kingdom should be csta* 
blisbed by one to whom God should give absolute 

H 4 pov/cr 
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power and dominion. A great person was to come, 
who should be Immanuel, or, God with us, the Son of 
God, and the Son of Man, of the seed of Abraham, of 
Isaac, and of David; born of a virgin, poor and ob- 
scure, and yet one whom David calls his Ijcxvd ; the 
Lord to whom the temple belonged, the miglity God^ 
a great king, an everlasting priest^ though not of the 
tribe of Levi ; born at Bethlehem, a prophet like un- 
to Moses, but greater than Moses ; a propiiet who 
should preach to the poor and meek, apd proclaim li- 
berty to the captives, and comfort the mourners, and 
heal the broken hearted ; who should proclaim his 
gospel first and principally in tlie land of Zebulonand 
>faphthali, in Galilee of the Gentiles ; who should 
have a forerunner in the spirit of Elias, crying in the 
wilderness. Prepare ye the way of the Loi'd ; who 
should instruct in a mild and peaceable manner^ Witb«^ 
out Mrrath and contention, befoire tlie destruction of 
the temple, in which temple he sliould be seen ao4 
heard ; who should enter into Jerasalem meek apd 
humble, and riding on an ass ; who should work mi- 
racles more than Moses and all the prophets, and mi- 
racles of the merciful and beneficent kind, open the 
eyes of the blind, and the ears of the deaf, and make 
the dumb to praise God, and the lame to leap li4ce an 
hart ; who, notwithstanding all bis power and good- 
ness, should be rejected by the greater part of the na- 
tion, to whom he should be a stumbling-block, who 
should be despised and afflicted, a man of sorrow, and 
cut off from the land of the living ; who should have 
enemies numerous, powerful, crafty, and wicked, who 
should be accused by false witnesses, betrayed by an 
intimate and particular friend, sold for thirty pieces 
of silver, and the money given tor a potter^s fields 

when 
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wben it had been flung away by the traitor who should 
not live long after his crime, and whose oflSce should 
be filled up by another ; that his enemies should use 
him contumdiously, buffet him, and spit upon him, 
whilst he should be led like a lamb to the slaughter, 
not opening his mouth, and uttering nothing, except 
intercessions for the transgressors ; that his enemies 
should strip him of his raiment, divide it amongst 
themselves, and cast lots upon it, surround him, pierce 
his hands and his. feet, mock him, and shake their 
heads at him, givef him gall to eat, and vinegar to 
drink ; that he should be reduced to so weak and lan- 
guishing a condition that his bones might all be count- 
ed, his heart should melt within him, and his tongue 
cleave to the roof of his moiith ; that he should be 
brought to the dust of death, that he should be pierced, 
and yet not o^e of his bones be broken ; that he should 
belaid in the sepulchre of a rich and honourable man, 
none of his enemies hindering it ; that he should rise 
again before he had seen corruption, and subdue his 
enemies, and ascend into heaven, and sit at God's right 
hand, and be crowned with honour and glory, and sec 
his seed and prosper, and justify many, and be adored 
ijy kings and princes ; that then Jerusalem should be 
jnade desolate, and the Jews dispersed in all lands, and 
the Gentiles should be converted and flow into the 
church. These things were said concerning some per- 
son ; and they are all applicable to Christ, 

God foretold by his prophets in a clear and exact 
manner many great clianges and revolutions, many 
things relating to the fates and fortunes of the Jews, 
and of the neighbouring nations with whom they were 
concerned. The only possible objection which can 
be made to these predictions, is that perhaps they were 

written 
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written after the event. I shall therefore mention a 
few, out of several, which cannot be suspected of such 
a forgery. 

Ezekiel * thus prophecies concerning Egypt. Egypt 
shaii be the basest of the kingdoms^ neither shaU it exalt 
itself any more abaoe the nations :for Iwilidimnish them^ 
that thejf shall no more rule over the nations^ xxix. 15» 

Egypt was attacked and oppressed by the Persians, 
by Canibyses, by Xerxes, by Darius Notlius, and con- 
quered by Ochus three hundred and fifty years before 
Christ ; and from that time to this day, the Egyptians 
never had an Egyptian king, but have been under the 
government of the Persians, Macedonians, Romans, 
Saracens, and Turks. Eusebius was mistaken in dating 
the subjection of Egypt to a foreign power from^the 
victory of Augustus at Actium, and the death o^An- 
tony and Cleopatra. Dem. Evang. vi. p. 999. 

Concerning Babylon it was foretold ; The wild 
beasts of the desart — shaU dwell there^ and the owls shall 
dwell therein : and it shall be no more inhabited for ever ; 
neither shall it be dwelt in from genertUion to generation^ 
As God oterthrew Sodotn and Gomorrah^ and the neigh- 
bour cities thereof— so no man shall dwell there ^ neither 
shall any son of man dwell therein. — They shall not take 
if thee a stone for a corner^ nor a stone for foundations ; 
hut thou shalt be desolate for ever, saith the Lord. — Bo- 
by Ion shall become heaps, a dwelling place for dragons^ 
an astonishment and an hissing, without an inhabitant. --^ 
JVlien thou hast made an end of reading this book, thou 
shalt bind a stone to it, and cast it into the midst of Eu- 
phrates. 4nd thou shalt say. Thus shall Babylon sink, 
and shall not rise from the evil tlutt I will bring upon Iter. 

— Babylon 

* Issdah prophesied more than 700, Jeremiah more than 600, and 
Eatekiel afanost 600 years before Christ* 
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•^Babyhn the glory of kingdoms— ^haU he as when God 
overthrew Sodom and Gromarrah. It shall never be in^ 
AaHted, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation toge^ 
neration : neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there^ nei-^ 
iher shall the shepherds make their fold there : But wild 
beasts of the desart shall He there, and timr houses shall 
be full of doleful creatures^ and owls shall dwell there^ 
and dragons in their pleasant places. Jer. 1. 39* li« S6« 
37. 64. Isai. xiii. 19* 

Seleucus built Seleucia, before Christ 993, which 
completed the ruin and desolation of Babylon, a de- 
solation that continues to this day. Prideaux Connect. 
P. L B. viii. p. 448. fol. ed. and Vitringa on Isa. xiii. 

Concerning Tyre it was prophesied ; / will make 
thee Uke the top of a rock : thou shalt be a place to spread 
nets upon : thou shalt be built no more ; — thou shalt be a 
terror^ and neoer shaU be any more. £zek. xxvi. 14. 
21. xxvii. 36. xxviii. 19. 

Old Tyre and new Tyre are no more, and only ex- 
ist in history. Tyrus insularis — tandem pervenit ad 
eum statum^ quo hodie deprehenditur, ut in ipsa Tyro 
guoqtfe Itinerator Tyrum quasrat et non agnoscat : per 
rinde ut res se habuit cum Baby lone. Qui articuli i/nmi- 
nuthnis Tyri^ et varia ejus fata a me ex Historia demon^ 
strari possent^ si vere cum Marshamo cdiisque mihi non 
persuaderem, vaticinium hoc Ezechielis intelligendum esse 
ifeTyro vetere, urbeoUm multo majore et potentiore^ 
quamfuit Tyrus nova insularis, licet ea ipsi accensita 
fuerit; quas Tyrus insularis post hoc tempus sola culta 
esty et ghriam Tyri veteris sustinuit :'~^um altera pars 
ejus, hoc est, Tyrus vetus,. plane subverteretur, num^ 
quctm reaedificanda, ab Alexandro dein plane diruta, qui 
ruderibus lapidibusque ejus usus est in Tyro insulari op* 
p9^nanda { ut adeo hodieque ejus PalsDtyri nihil amplius 

supersit. 
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wpersU^ nee locus nisi adsigna veienm GeogtcfAorum^ 
€aque non satis certa^ demonsiran po$siU Vitringa od 
Isai. xxiii. p« 703. See also Prideaux Connect. 

The ciiy of Tyre^ standing in the sea upon apemnsnla^ 
promises at a distance som^king very pMgni/iceni* But 
when you come to it^ you^Jind no simifiiude ^' thai ghry 
Jhr which it was so renawBffd in ancient times. On Ae 
north side it has an otd Turkish nngortisoned c&stle » 
besides which you see nothing herCy but a mere Bgbe( tf 
broken waiisj pUlars^ vaidts^ S^c. there being not so much 
as one entire house left. Its present iMhabitOHts are on- 
bf a few poor wretches^ harbouring ihemsehes in ike 
vaults^ and subsisting chiefly upon Jishing; who seem to 
be preserved in this place by Divine Providence^ as a zn* 
sible argument how God has^fu^Ued his zpord concerning 
Tyre^ that it should be as the top of a rock^ a plaoe for 
fisliers to dry their nets on. Maundrel^s Journey, p. 48. 

In Genesis xvi. the angel said to Hagar — Thou shak 
bear a son^ and shalt call his name Ishmael;^^AndhewiU 
be a wild man; [as savage as a wild ass] his hand mil be 
against every man^ and every matCe hand against him : 
and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. 

Ishmaei was the father of the Arabs, who are, and 
«ver have been, such as Ishmaei is here described, 
robbers, free-booters, and independent vagaT>onds. 

In the same book, ch. xxvii. Isaac says to his son 
Esau, by thy sword shalt thou live. Esau was the fa* 
thcr of the Idumaeans, who were always a warlike peo- 
ple, ravaging their neighbours, and of a restless dispo* 
sition. Such tliey were in the days of Josephus, wh© 
gives them this character : 0#f vf «Sic ly iraxlw i^bc, «u' 

rdf israfalo^itf (Ttcyoutm. Turbarum ovida, et incondit4i 

gens, 
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MnimispetetUiuw bfanditm arma movensy etmprceliajes^ 

. The most extmordin^ person who ever appeared 
junon^t the Jews was Christy who without humaa 
meanfi, ai)d with a few poor disciples, brought about 
a grtoter el^age^ and aocomplished a greater under^ 
taking, than at^y Jew ever conceived and attempted^ 
If he was the Messias, it is reasonable to suppose thai 
^e prpf^^t^i w^bo so accurately and undeniably fbre* 
told the things relating to tiabylon, Tyte, 4^/ wt>ul4 
give-some i«dicaftton0Of tl>f$ sacfed person, which 'w^ 
of more ittipdrtance to thb Jews and to mail kind ; and 
Consequently it is reasonable to tliink that We Tightly 
understand in general the prophecies which are ap^ 
plied to him. tf be falsely assumed the character 
which heiofok, yet, since he liad tlie art and the suceeft 
to miike many of tlie Jew^« and a great part Of thfe 
Gentile world believe in him, it was to be expectfed 
that sqme caution would hs^ve been given in tlie pnv 
phetic writings tb the Jews, that they might not be 
miisled by hinj, nor expect atty prophet after Mala:chk 
Passives in the Old Testament which have beeb 
applied to him, itre of four sotto. 

I. Actsclnimic^ations : 

II. Dir^cft pMphecies : 

III. Types: 

IV- Prophecies of double senses. 

L Accommodations are passages Of the Old Testae 
nekt, wliich are. adapted by the writers of the New, 
^0 teffiiething that happened in their time, because of 
abme correspondence and similitude. These are no 
prophecies, though they be said sometimes to h^fal- 
j^ed; for any thing may be said to h^Julfilhd^ wlien 

it 
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it can be pertinently applied* For example, St Mat- 
thew says, AU these things spake Jesus unto the muiti^ 
iude in parables^ that it might be Jui^d which was spo^ 
ken by the prophet^ S€ying^ I will open my mouth in para- 
dies, I will utter things which haoe been kept secret from 
the foundation of the world. The meaning is apparent- 
ly no more than this, that what the Psalmist said of 
his way of teaching, might justly be said 6f those dis- 
courses of Christ, 

Thus the apostles frequently allude to the sacred 
books ;' and thus Pagan writers often cite passages fixmi 
their old poets, to describe things* of which those 
poets never thought ; and this is no fault, but rather 
a beauty in writing ; and a passage applied justly, and 
in a new sense, is ever pleasing to an ingenious read- 
er, who loves to be agreeably surprised, and to see a 
likeness and pertinency where he expected none. He 
bas that surprise which the Latin poet so poetically 
gives to the tree ; 

Miraiurquenofoasfrondes etnonsuapoma. 
II . Direct prophecies are those which ^late to Christ 
^nd the gospel, and to them alone, and which cannot 
be taken in any other sense. Upon these we ought 
principally to insist, when we would prove the truth 
of our religion from the predictions of the Old Testa- 
ment ; and of these there is a considerable number. 
Such are those which mention the calling of the Gen- 
tiles, the everlasting kingdom of the "Son of man, to be 
erected during the time of the Roman empire, and the 
second covenant. Such is the cxth Psalm ; The Lord 
said unto my Lord^ Sit thou at my right hand^ until I 

make 

• Diogenes the Cynic was remarkable &r this sort of wh, and ma- 
ny of hit applicatoons, or parodies of Homer are very happy and iiu 
genuous. 
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maifcethtf enemies thif footstool^ <§t?. This is as plain as 
a prophetic description ought to be ; it is applicable 
to Christ alone, and it sets forth his exaltation, his 
royal dignity, his priestly office, the propagation of 
his gospel, the obedience of his subjects, the destnic- 
tion of his enepiies, and of the Roman emperors, who 
persecuted his church. But of this prophecy some- 
thing more shall be said, when we come to the reign 
of Consfaintine. 

HI. A type is a rough di'aught, a less accurate pat- 
tern or model, from which a more perfect image or 
work is made. Types, or typical prophecies, are things 
which happened and were done in ancient time, and 
are recorded in the Old Testament, and which are 
found afterwards to describe or represent something 
which befel our Lord, and which relates to him and 
to his gospel. For example : Under the law, a lamb 
wa«« offered for a sin-offering, and thus an atonement 
was made for transgressions. John the Baptist calls 
Christ the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins qft/ie 
war/d, and St Peter tells Christians that they are re- 
deemed by the blood of Christ as of a lamb. Hence we 
infer and conclude that the lamb was a type of Christ ; 
and upon oonsidering it, we find that it has all that 
can be required to constitute a type ; for it is in many 
respects a very) ust and lively representation of Christ. 
The lamb died for no offence of his own, but for the sins 
of others ; so did Christ : the lamb could not commit 
sin by his nature, nor Christ by his perfection : the 
lamb was without bodily spot or blemish ; Christ was 
holy and unUefiled : a lamb is meek and patient ; such 
was the afflicted and much injured Son of God. 

These types are useful to persons who have already 
lejeived Christianity upon other, and stronger evi- 
dence, 
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dence, as they shew the beautiftd hafmony and eor*- 
Vespondence between the Old and New Testament ; 
bBt they seem not proper proofs to satisfy and con- 
vince doubters, who will say perhaps with the scho<d- 
men, Theologh syMboliaa turn est €^gum€niaiiDa. 

Unless we have the authority of the scriptures 
of the New Testament for it, we cannot condude with 
certainty that this or that j^ersoti, or this or that thing 
mentioned in the Old Testament is a type of Christ, 
on account of the resemblance which we may perceive 
between them : but we may admit it as prc^ble. 

Joseph zoos a Nazareney as the word may denote a se^ 
parate person. And though he were not under a Niiza* 
rite^s v&Wj yet as he was separate^rom his brethren^ he 
is called Nazir *, a Nazarite, in the more generiU and 
iax signification of the wotd. And there is a very singu* 
iar corre^pcAdence ietween him and Jesus ^ Joseph we/s 
the beloved son of his father; and so is Jesus too. Bwt 
as he was hated by his brethren^ so Jesus came to his own*, 
and his own received him not. Jfthe sun^ moon^ and 
9tars i£d^ in afgure^ obeisance to Joseph; they did it ^ 
Jesus without a trope. Come^ kt us kill him^ was the km^ 
guage of the brethren^ both of Joseph and of Jesus.--^ 
They were both sold for pieces of monky; both became 
"servants. The bloody coat of Joseph answers to the blood 
of Jesus. They were both forded down into Egypt ; both 
were numbered with transgressors. Joseph is impri- 
soned with Pharaoh's butler and bcdcer^ one of them is sor 
vedy the other destroyed: Jesus suffers with two thieves^ 
and one of them is sailed also. Joseph sold com^ and 
saves his people; so does Jesus, the muitiplier of loaves^ 
and the Bread of Life. If Joseph exhort his brethren 
topeaccy so did Jesus. If they bowed the knee tut Jo- 

* Geo. zli^. 269 
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Mph^ every knee must bow to Jesus. If Joseph were 
/iighlf exalted upon his sufferings^ so was Jesus. Tlwif 
were both men of sorrow, both fruitful branches, both 
Ufied up from a low and sorrowful condition. 

Sampson was a Nazarite^ in the strictest sense ^ and a 
perpetual one^ and a type of the Messias tooj as thejeics 
intimate in their two Targums upon Gen. xlix^ 18. A 
very ^ fit type he was of Jesus Christ. He was so in his 
very birth : he was the son of a barren woman ; Jesus of 
a virgin. The tidings of the birth of Sampson zoere 
brought io his mother by an angel; as was that of the 
birth of Jesus. He shall be a Nazarite, says tlie an-^ 
gel of Sampson ; and of Jesus it is saidy that he dwelt 
in Nazareth, that it tnight be fulfilled which was said by 
the proplietSy He shall be called a Nazarene. OfSamp^ 
son the angel foretells that he should deliver Israel; and 
the angel tells of Jesus^ that he should save his people. 
An angel was sent to satisfy both Manoah and Joseph. 
If the Spirit of God be said to move Sampson ; that Spi- 
rit descended upon Jesus^ and led him into the zcilderness. 
If Sampson marries a Philistine womany Jesus espoused 
the Gentiles. Sampson killed the lion^ destroyed the Phi» 
listines, removed tlie gates of* the city^ and at his death gave 
the greatest blow to his enemies: but it is Jesus Christ 
tliot overcame tlie devil j and the worlds and got the conquest 
of death and hell^ that destroyed the devil by his death, 
and that raised Idmselfupfrom death to life. Kidder's 
Demonst. of the Messias^ ch. iii« 

ly. There are prophecies of double senses, which 
admit no more than two senses, which are nearly of 
the same kind with typical prophecies, and many of 
which might perliaps be cleared up by observing that 
the prophet meant one thing, and the Spirit of God, 
who spake by him, meant another thing ; for the Ho- 

\oh. I. I ly 
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ly Spirit so over-ruled the prophets, as to make th€ttt 
Bse words which strictly and rigidly interpreted could 
not mean what themselves intended.. 

Somewhat of this kind is the prophecy of the high 
priest Caiaphas j for the Spirit of God has sometimes 
spoken by bad men. When the diief priests and Pha-» 
risees consulted w^iat they should do with Jjcsus, the 
high priest said, Ye know nothing at cdU nor consider 
that it is expedientjbr us that one man should die for the 
people^ and that the whole nation perish not. His mean-* 
ing was plainly this, that it mattered not whether 
Christ were guilty or innocent, because the public 
safety absolutely required his deaths And this spake 
A(?, says St John, not ofJutnseff; buti being high priest 
that year ^ he propheciedthat Jesus should <He for that no-- 
tion^ that is, be a sacrifice and atonement for their sins^ 
He prophecied then, and knew it not ; for he had 
himself another intent and meiming. 

As Daniel, xii. 8, 9. says, that he knew not the 
meaning of the prediction which he delivered, so the: 
Gentiles, if we nfmy be permitted to introduce them 
upon thrs occasion, have remarked concerning their 
prophets, that they knew not the import of their own 
prophecies, or rather, that they were merely passive ^ 
and knew not even that they were speaking • xiyw^ fil? 
^oKkd j^ xaxa, /Vaw/ ll vXIk u¥ Kiywk, says Socrates, in Pla-^ 
to's Apol. and in Menon. p. 99- Ed. Steph. The Sibyl 
also says, or is made to say, concerning herself, L. ii.^ 

'^Orlt ktyci, kiXtJoLi ll €Ho( f^tj exotr ayofiv&r. 

Which is very hkc the words cited fix>m Plato, Tacitus,- 
Anncd. ii. 54. Tunc [sacei^os^ haustd fontis arcani a^ 
gudy ignarus plerumque lUerarum et carminuniy edit re-- 
sponsa zersibus^ ^c. 

When 
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When the prophets of God spake in his name, they 
talked and acted like men who knew that they were 
prophesying* In some of the PSagan oracles, the god 
is supposed to use the organs of the man, and the man 
ia supposed to know nothing of the discourse. This ap- 
pears to have been the case of some dsemoniacs in the 
New Testament, in whom the evil spirit was the speak- 
er* Tlie Pagan prophets therefore either were, or pre- 
tended to be out of their senses j and by this argument 
some sly or credulous people imposed upon Justin 
Martyr, (if he wrote the CohortaiioJ and made an ex- 
cuse for the nonsense and the faults against metre in 
tlie Sibylline oracles. The Sibyl, said they, uttered 
verses when she was inspired ; when the inspiration 
ceased, she remembered nothing that she had said. 
They who attended her and wrote down her prophe- 
cies, being often unskilful and illiterate people, made 
frequent mistakes, and gave us lame verses and false 
quantities. Cohort* ad Greec. 38. See what is said a- 
bove, p. 12. See also Smith on prophecy, who has col- 
lected passages from Plato and others, to shew that 
the Pagan prophets were in a sort of phrenzy and de/i^ 
rium, ch. iv. 

Tliis is the very same excuse which the Pagans 
made for the bad style and other defects of their ora- 
cles. Van Dale De Orac. p. 162. 

Since no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation, that is, the meaning of prophecies is^not 
what perhaps the prophet hhnself might imagine in his 
private ju^ment of the state of things then present, but 
holy men spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost ; there may thef*efore vet^y possibly, and very rea- 
sonably be supposed to be many prophecies, wJiich, though 
they may have a prior a9id immediate referefsce to some 

I 8 nearer 
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nearer events yet btf the Spirit of God (whom those pro^ 
phecies which are express^ shew to hctoe had a farther view) 
mat) hose been directed to be uttered in such words as may 
even more proper Iff and more justly he applied to the great 
event which providence had in view ^ than to the interme^ 
diate event which God designed only as a pledge or ear--, 
nest oftlie other ^ ^c» Clarke's Evid. of Nat ^ and Rev. 
lieL 

Of omensy to >vhich Pagan superetition paid great 
regard from the time of Homer, there were several, 
where the words of the omen had one sense, and the 
events as they say, verified it in another sense. Here 
is a remarkable instance : Ccecilia Metelli^ dum sororis 
filice^ adult w cetatis Virginia more prisco^ nocte concubki^ 
nuptialia petit^ omen ipsa fecit* Nam cum in sacello 
guodam^ ejus rei gratia, aiiquamdiu persedisset, nee ulla 
vox proposito congruens esset audita ; fessa longa standi 
mora puella rogavit materteram, uf sibi paulisper locum 
residendi accommodaret ; cui ilia. Ego vero^ inquit, tibi 
mea sede cedo. Quod dictum ah indulgentia profectumi 
ad certi ominl^ processit eventum : quoniam Metellus non 
if a multo post^ fuortua Ccecilia^ virginem de qua loquor, 
in matrimomum duxit. Val. Maximus, i. v. 4. The 
same story is related by Cicero, de Divin. i. 46. Plu- 
tarch, in the life of Alexander, says: /^ovKo^tycc ll r^ 

feTi^Ter tsrxfUKaKiv rh vfojAOtrTit' off ll i^foxjfiiyviQ Koii crfoSr^o^l- 
K«c ror vi/uior, avroc fltVaCac fit<t fyfif rof fcthr u\xiv oLyrir* n ll, 
utTisrif i^¥\rir,iMtti rfc acrvXJc, trrtr, * Af ianlo^ u, « vou, rev to a- 
Koujctf *Axi^oinfoc, vJ/t tri t(p»f XfV^^^ tTt'jtf /jLctflnliualcc, aAX« l^J^w 
or iS^Kilo tsroLf aJr/fc ;(f«(r/<«r. De/phos ad Deum de helh 
consulendum profectus, quod forte dies nefastiessent, qui- 
bus non erqtsolenne oracula edere, prima misitcertos, qui 

L vdtem 
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Totem omrent ut venirct. Recusante illa^ et legem cans'- 
sanie^ ascen^t ipse^ et r« traxit earn ad templum. Qu(v 
Utius contentione expagnaia ait^ Invictus es, fili. Id 
muSens Alexander, negavU se alias sortes qurerere^ sed 
Jam habere quodpetierat ab ea oracidnm. 

If the words of Caiaphas will admit two senses, it 
follows not that they will admit ten, or as many as 
the teeming imagination of a fanatic can suggest ; and 
prophecies of double senses, if such prophecies there 
be, may have meanings as determinate and fixed, as if 
they had only one sense. The same is true of allegor 
rical writings. Horace Carm. I. xiv. says, 

O navis, referent in mare te noviy S^c. 
The commentators on this poem are divided ; one 
part contend for the literal sense, and the other for the 
allegorical : but the ode has a double sense. The poet 
addresses himself to a real ship, and yet intended, un- 
cler that image or emblem, to dissuade the Romans 
irom exposing themselves again to a civil war. This 
will remove some difficulties raised by writers on both 
fiides of the question. 

Mr Warburton made the same remark, and to him 
1 resign it, as unto the first occupier, unless he will let 
me claim a part of it upon the privilege qf friendship, 
and as %oui ri roiv ^iy^v. Indeed the interpretation is 
so unfprqed and obvioua, that I wonder it came not 
into the mind of many persons. 

Moses said of the paschal lamb. Neither shall ye break 
a bone tliereof. St John says that thi§ was fulfilled in 
Christ ; when.Ge it has been not ui>reasonabIy infer-? 
red, that those words had^ with the most obviou^ 
sense, a prophetical, that is, a doable sense. 

David seems to speak concerning himself when he 
fiays, Tfiou shah not leave my soul in hell, ;ior sfiffer thy 

I 3 holy 
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holy One to see corruption. He intended perhaps. no 
more than this, Thou shalt not suffer me to come to 
an untimely end, to be killed by mine eneiiiies and 
cast into the grave : but theft the divine impulse which 
was upon him, made him use words which should suit 
exactly to Christ, and to himself only in a loose and 
fi^rative sense. Of this the prophet himself might 
te sensible, and might know that his words had ano* 
ther import, and that they should be fulfilled twice, 
both in the sense which he intended, and inthesublimer 
sense of the Holy Spirit, By these means a shade was 
cast over the prophecy, and the sense of this Spirit wag 
concealed till the event unfolded it, and made it con- 
spicuous ; which obscurity seems to have been some- 
times necessary, that the persons concerned in bring- 
ing about the accomplishment might not know what 
was predicted concerning them and their actions *• 

In Detttqonomt/^ xviii. 18, 19. it is said ; ImUrmse 
them up a prophet from among fheir brethren^ tike unto 
thee ; and I will put mi/ words in his mouthy and he shall 
speak unto them all that I shall command him ^ And it 
slioll come to pass^ thai whosoever will not hearken unto 
my VDords which he skcdl speak in my name, I will r^juire 
ft of him. And ver. 15. The Jjord thy God will raise 
up unto thee a prophet in the midst ofthee^ of thy iretlh 
reny like unto me ; unto Km ye shall hearken. 

1 , The intention of Moses seems to have been to ad- 
minister 

* It is proper that men should be treated as free agents : ^nd men 
are free -, at least they think so, and few of them will give up Uiit 
persuasion, and suffer themselves to be quibbled out of their senses and 
experience. Truth and general utility will be found always to coin- 
pde, and one would be glad to know what useful purposes can be ser- 
ved from the doctrine of fatalism. The fatalist will say ; It will make 
H man humble. It is as likely to make him a mathematician, or % 
^oct. 
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